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EXCLUSIVE:  the  Honourable  Member  for  Tatton 
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3-3  thriller  at  Old  Trafford 
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Prescott 


Ewen  MacAskfll,  Chief 
PoBtlcal  Correspondent 


HE  deputy  prime 
minister . John 
Prescott,  overlord 
of  a new  wide- 
ranging  depart- 
ment covering 
transport  and  the  environ- 
ment. signalled  yesterday 
that  the  Labour  government 
will  end  the  Conservatives’ 
18-year-old  love  affair  with 
the  car  and  tilt  the  balance 
decisively  in  favour  of  public 
transport. 

As  the  Labour  government 
continued  to  take  shape,  with 
Tony  Blair  appointing  a raft 
of  ministers  to  serve  muter 
secretaries  of  state,  Mr  Pres- 
cott gave  the  first  indication 
of  how  he  intends  to  run  one 
of  the  biggest  departments,  an 
extraordinary  creation  which 
also  includes  regional  policy 
and  local  government 
Mr  Prescott,  one  of  the  key 
leftwingers  In  the  Cabinet, 
sees  the  department  as  cru- 
cial in  delivering  Labour's 
manifesto  pledge  of  “making 
Britain  abetter  place  to  live”. 

His  department  has  been 
criticised  as  unwieldy,  but  he 
argues  that  it  makes  sense  to 
have  an  overview  of  areas 
which  touch  almost  every  as- 
pect of  life.  High  an  his  list  of 
priorities  Is  an  Integrated 
public  transport  system. 

In  his  first  and  only  inter- 
view before  a period  in  which 
be  will  concentrate  on  getting 
to  grips  with  his  new  brief;  he 
said:  “We  want  to  improve 
public  transport  and  make  it 
more  attractive  so  that  people 
will  use  their  cars  less.  We 
have  fewer  cars  here  than 
most  other  countries  but  we 
use  them  more  and.  that  Is  a 
poor  reflection  on  the  public 
transport  system.” 

Among  Ideas  he  is  consider- 
ing are: 

□ Motorway  tolls 

□ Halting  the  road 
programme 

□ Integration  of  London 
buses  and  Underground 

□ Re-franchising  railway 
franchises,  where  private 
companies  go  broke  or  com- 
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Blair’s  first  days 
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Shirts  and  shoes  leave  Tony  Blair’s  home  in  btingtcm,  north  London,  before  his  children  Kathryn  and  Nichol^lend  ahhnd  witihtibie  move  to  BoWii^Str^ 
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XT  IS  a Question  which  may  haunt  Cherie 
Blair  for  the  rest  of  her  time  in  Downing 
Street:  Just  how  many  pairs  of  shoes  does 
she  own?  Yesterday  Hie  Blairs  had  their 
extensive  wardrobe  scrutinised  by  the 
world’s  media  as  they  moved  their  posses- 
sions from  the  family  home  in  Islington 
into  the  flat  at  the  top  of  1 1 Downing 
Street,  unites  Luke  Hording 
A modest  Ford  Transit  box  van  pulled  up 
at  10.30am.  well  after  Mr  Blair  had  been 
driven  away  to  put  the  finishing  touches  to 
his  Cabinet.  Twenty  blue  plastic  storage 


crates  were  unloaded  and  taken  inside  be- 
fore the  driver  and  his  mate  re-emerged  to 
heave  a king-size  brass  bedstead  into  the 
back  of  the  van. 

The  removal  men  were  helped  by  friends 
of  the  Blairs  as  they  canted  out  annfbZs  of 
shirts  and  suits.  Mr  Blair's  tie  rack  hoved 
into  view.  The  Une-and-white  spotted  one 
which  got  him  into  trouble  on  the  BBC’s 
Election  Can  last  week  was  clearly  visible 
(punter  to  Tony  Blair:  You’re  wearing  a 
b toe  tie.  You’re  Just  a Tory  aren’t  you?  Mr 
Blair  to  punter:  It  was  just  the  first  one  •- 


that  came  out  of  my  drawer).  And  then  a 
removal  man  hauled  a giant  canvas  shoe 
holder  towards  the  van,  bowed  under  the 
weight.  Another  giant  shoe-holder  ap- 
peared, and  then  another.  Was  Cherie  to 
be  Britain’s  answer  to  ImeZda  Marcos? 

Meanwhile,  Kathryn  Blair,  aged  nine, 
engagingly  skipped  out  of  the  front  door, 
then  skipped  back  In  again.  She  and  her 
brothers  tossed  rucksacks  and  sports  bags 
into  the  van.  A set  of  cricket  stumps  and  a 
duvet  emblazoned,  with  the  logo  of  Man- 
chester United  FC  followed. 


One  trip  to  Downing  Street  wasn’t 
enough:  by  mid-afternoon,  the  removal. . 
van  was  back  in  Islington  to  load,  up  more 
racks  of  suits  and  shirts,  and  two  hatbaxes 
— one  from  Harrods  and  the  other  from 
John  Lewis.  A box  of  footballs,  a giant  . 

teddy  bear,  two  computers  and  a mountain 
bike  followed. 

And  finally,  what  we  had  all  been  wait- 
ing for:  a guitar  borne  gingerly  down  the 


A 


Things  will  never  quite  be  the  same  in 
Downing  Street  again. 


plain  they  need  higher  subsi- 
dies, or  take  them  under  con- 
trol of  the  Bank  of  England. 

Mr  Prescott  has  in  the  past 
advocated  hypothecation  — a 
specific  tax  on  cars  for  use  on 
improving  the  public  trans- 
port network.  Although  he 
stressed  it  was  not  a runner 
at  present,  he  will  consider 
setting  up  pilot  projects. 

In  other  policy  areas,  he  is 
looking  at 

□ An  audit  of  council  assets, 
with  view  to  aeTTing  some  off 

□ A referendum  in  the 
autumn  on  whether  to  have  a 
new  London  authority 


□ The  phased  release  of  the 
accumulations  of  capital  from 
council  house  sales. 

Mr  Prescott,  a traditionalist 
who  has  previously  fallen  out 
with  both  Gordon  Brown  and 
the  new  Government  trouhle- 
shooter,  Peter  Mandelson, 
will  have  to  negotiate  with 
the  Treasury  in  his  new  post 

"Issues  about  road  expendi- 
ture and  tolls  have  to  be  dis- 
cussed with  the  Treasury, 
given  the  restraints  on  public 
expenditure  that  we  have  ac- 
cepted, and  subject  to  the 
review  being  conducted  now 
by  Gordon  Brown,”  he  said. 


The  deputy  PM  is  not  anti- 
car — he  drives  a Jaguar,  and 
has  been  convicted  for  speed- 
ing — but  he  believes  that 
cars  are  clogging  up  city  cen- 
tres, and  increasing  pollution. 

He  said:  “My  response  is 
not  to  say  that  cars  are  not 
needed.  They  are  the  proper 
aspiration  of  many  people 
and  an  enrichment  of  their 
lives  in  many  ways.  But  we 
are  reaching  in  our  cities  a 
situation  where  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  accommodate  them." 

He  saw  London  as  a poten- 
tial transport  model  with 
buses  and  Underground  inte- 


grated rather  than  competi- 
tive, and  is  keen  to  see  some 
kind  of  public  transport  regu- 
lation throughout  the  UK. 
“Competition  means  you  get  a 
lot  more  buses  at  the  peak 
time,  with  few  people  on 
them,  with  greater  conges- 
tion, environmental  pollu- 
tion, and  loss  of  network, 
whether  rural  or  off-peak 
times.” 

In  local  government,  Mr 
Prescott  may  commission  a 
national  audit  of  local  council 
assets  along  the  lines  of  the 
one  on  national  assets  pro- 
posed during  the  election  by 


Mr  Brown.  Some  of  these  as- 
sets could  be  sold  off.  He 
noted,  for  instance,  that  Bir- 
mingham had  sold  off  shares 
In  the  airport  authority  to  fi- 
nance a £3  million  school. 

“I  think  there  wffl  be  all 
sorts  of  opportunities  to  do 
that  and  we  would  want  to 
look  at  all  of  them,  against  the 
background  of  the  commit- 
ment of  the  Chancellor  that 
we  will  live  within  our 
restraints.” 

He  also  indicated  that  Lon- 
doners could  be  taking  part  in 
a referendum  in  September 
on  the  creation  of  a new  au- 


thority to  replace  the  old 
Greater  London  Council,  an 
issue  he  will  pres  at  the  Gov- 
ernment’s, first  Cabinet  meet- 
ing on  Thursday  for  inclusion 
in  next  week's  Queen's 
Speech. 
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DAVID  HELFGOTT 


Villagers  squabble  over 


£1 5bn  Borneo  gold  find 


bom-again  Boris’s  roubles  ‘world’s  biggest  hoax’ 


David  Hearst  In  Moscow 


THEY  are  proud  of  their 
most  famous  son  in 
Bukta.  a village  in  the 
Urals.  No  wonder.  Boris  Yelt- 
sin has  made  sure  that 
1 billion  roubles,  a grand  sum 
in  such  parts,  have  found 
their  way  to  his  birthplace. 

There  is  a Yeltsin  stand  tn 
the  local  history  display  in 
the  village  school  Pride  of 
place  goes  to  the  president’s 
autobiography,  and  there,  for 
all  to  read,  are  his  words:  “I 
was  born  on  February  l 1931, 
In  the  village  of  Bukta.” 

There  is  an  appointed  guide 
whose  job  it  is  to  take  visitors 
to  House  Number  One  In 
Korotki  Street.  It  was  there, 
apparently,  that  Boris  Yeltsin 
came  into  the  world. 

Except  now  there  are  sug- 
gestions that  the  president 
was  conned  by  aged  relatives 
who  thought  Bukta  was  get- 
ting little  benefit  from  his  j 
reforms.  TO  shut  them  up,  Mr  j 
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Yeltsin  handed  over  the 
money,  more  than  £100,000. 

His  real  birthplace  is  a vil- 
lage called  Basmanovo.  eight 
miles  away.  That  might  mat- 
ter scarely  a jot  in  a country 
of  7 million  square  miles.  But 
the  Mk  there,  who  have  the 
birth  certificate  to  prove  It 
now  want  his  largesse,  too. 


The  truth  about  Basmanovo 
was  tracked  down  by  Natalia 
Zenova,  a'  Journalist  from  Ye- 
katerinburg. When  an  Ameri- 
can journalist  refused  to  pay 
for  an  interview  with  a dis- 
tant relative  of  Mr  Yeltsin’s, 
Ms  Zenova  caught  the  rela- 
tive muttering  darkly:  “And 
your  Yeltsin  is  not  from 
Butka  at  all  He  is  from 
Basmanova.” 

Mr  Yeltsin’s  younger 
brother  Mikhail  confirmed  it 
“Boris  was  born  in  Basman- 
ova. I don’t  know  precisely 
wh£  he  wrote  what  he  did  in 
his  book.  Maybe  it  was  be- 
cause this  was  Indicated  in 
some  documents.” 

Many  in  Basmanova  con- 
firm the  link  — Anna  Kamsi- 
kavo,  the  90-year-old  friend  of 
the  president's  late  mother 
KLavdia:  Mrs  Kudrinskl  the 
owner  of  the  house  he  was 
bom  in;  and  two  of  his  cous- 
ins. Olga  and  Serafima. 

Now  they  want  to  know: 


bles,  and  not  US?* 


John  AgUonby  in  Jakarta 
and  David  Gaw 

IT  WAS  hailed  as  the  big- 
gest gold  discovery  in  the 
world  this  century,  worth 
more  than  £15  billion.  But 
yesterday  it  turned  out  to  be 
the  biggest  hoax  of  all  time. 

The  Busang  site,  on  the 
island  of  Borneo,  Indonesia, 
far  from  containing  the  gold 
trumpeted  by  a small  Cana- 
dian mining  firm,  is  the  scene 
of  fraud  on  an  unprecedented 
scale,  an  independent  testing 
firm  reported  yesterday. 

The  mining  consultants 
Strath co na  Mineral  Services 
Limited  said  samples  taken 
last  year  from  the  site,  run  by 
the  Canadian  company  Bre-X 
in  the  mountainous  Jungle  of 
East  Kalimantan  had  been 
tampered  with  to  boost  their 
gold  content 

In  February,  Bre-X  said 
there  were  71  million  ounces 
of  gold,  worth  £15^  billion. 
Yesterday  Strathcona  said  the 


find  was  not  even  economi- 
cally viable. 

Two  of  Bre-X's  leading  part- 
ners, the  New  Orleans-based 
Freeport  McMoran  Copper 
and  Gold,  and  the  Indonesian 
conglomerate  P.T.  Nusamba, 
announced  last  night  they 
would  pull  out  Nusamba  is 
80  per  cent  owned  by  Presi- 
dent Suharto. 

In  a iflunt  letter  to  Bre-X’s 
chairman,  David  Walsh, 
Strathcona’s  president  Gra- 
ham Farquharson,  said:  “The 
magnitude  of  the  tampering 
with  core  samples  that  we  be- 
lieve has  occurred  ...  is  with- 
out precedent  in  the  history 
of  mining  anywhere.” 

Strathcona,  which  de- 
scribed its  results  as  “conclu- 
sive”, did  not  blame  anyone 
for  the  tampering. 

Mr  Walsh  issued  a state- 
ment saying  his  company  was 
“devastated”.  But,  in  a fox 
from  the  Cayman  Islands, 
John  Felderhof,  Bre-X’s  head 
of  exploration,  insisted  there 
were  significant  amounts  of 


gold:  “I  believe  that  eventu- 
ally our  work  and  our  deposit 
In  Busang  will  be  confirmed." 

Indonesia's  minister  of 
mines  and  energy,  Ida  Sud- 
jana.  said  bis  government 
would  take  Immediate  and 
strong  action  as  soon  as  it 
received  the  official  report 

Mr  Walsh  spent  his  last 
£50.000  on  an  expiring  land 
claim  in  the  Kalimantan  jun- 
gle In  1993. 

He  and  his  wife  mndn  a]_ 
most  £40  million  last  year  by 
selling  some  of  their  Bre-X 
shares.  He  defended  his 
action  by  saying  it  was  less 
than  3 per  cent  of  his  total 
stock. 

Bre-X's  collapse  began  in 
March,  when  Freeport  cast 
doubts  on  the  size  of  the 
mother  lode.  Two  days  ear- 
lier. Michael  de  Guzman,  a 
Filipino  who  discovered  the 
deposit,  died  after  fairing  sooff 
from  a helicopter. 

Toronto  stock  market  au- 
thorities yesterday  suspended 
all  trading  in  Bre-X  shares. 
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I’m  hoping  my  colleagues  will 
reflect,  that  they  will  analyse, 
that  they  will  think  first 
and  talk  afterwards 

Brian  Mawhinney 


We  want  to  draw  a line  under  the 
fruitless,  sterile  confrontation 
of  the  past.  We  are  going  to  get 
a better  deal  for  Britain 

Robin  Cook 
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THE  SHATTERED  PARTY 


Patten 

avoids 

leader 
co  ntest 


TORY 

BALLOT 


Mchael  White 
Political  Editor 


CHRIS  PATTEN 
effectively  ruled 
himself  out  of 
the  coming  Tory 
leadership  con- 
test last  night 
when  he  let  it  be  known  that 
he  plans  to  stay  at  his  post  in 
Hong  Kong  until  after  the 
likely  ballot  — and  to  spend 
six  months  writing  a book  in 
France  when  he  hands  the 
territory  back  to  China. 

With  no  dear  front-runner 
behind  whom  the  remnants  of 
the  Conservative  Party  at 
Westminster  can  unite,  some 
MPs  have  been  promoting  the 
former  Tory  chairman’s 
name,  even  suggesting  that 
Michael  Hesalttne’s  renewed 
heart  trouble  could  allow  Mr 
Patten  to  be  parachuted 
gently  into  the  Commons  on  a 
medically-dictated  byelection. 

John  Redwood,  the  former 
Welsh  Secretary,  win  this 
morning  become  the  third  of- 
ficially-declared candidate, 
joining  Kenneth  Clarke  and 
Peter  LOley.  Ex-cabinet  col- 
leagues, Stephen  Dorrell  and 
36-year-old  wunderkind  Wil- 
liam Hague,  are  still  hesitat- 
ing. Mr  Heseltine,  a tended 
compromise  choice,  has  been 
forced  to  drop  out 
In  the  current  fevered  mood 
of  his  shattered  party  Mr 
Hague  is  widely  tipped  both 
to  win,  and  to  decide  against 
running  at  all  this  time.  Yes- 
terday the  current  Tory 
chairman,  Brian  Mawhinney, 
made  a plea  for  calm.  “I’m 
hoping  my  colleagues  will 
reflect,  that  they  will  analyse, 
that  they  will  think  first  and 
talk  afterwards,”  he  said. 

Mr  Patten  — who  was 
named  last  year  by  Mr  Major 
as  his  favoured  successor  — 
let  it  be  known  through  aides 
last  night  that  he  envisages 
no  change  of  plana  he  had  al-  ( 
ready  made.  He  Intends  to 
spend  at  least  six  months 
writing  a book  on  what 
Europe  and  Asia  can  teach 
each  other,  mainly  from  his 


French  home,  east  of  Tou- 
louse in  the  Aveyron.  “The 
right  thing  fo  do  is  to  take 
time  off  to  think  and  decide 
what  to  do  next,"  said  one 
official  in  Hong  Kong.  “He’s 
not  enthusiatic  about  being 
parachuted  into  a seat” 

Mr  Patten,  who  has  repeat- 
edly declared  continuing  in- 
terest in  some  form  of  “public 
service,’’  may  be  biding  his 
time,  confident  that  whoever 
wins  the  vacant  Tory  leader- 
ship  is  unlikely  to  become 
the  post-Blair  prime  minister. 

That  judgment  is  disputed 
by  Tory  MPs  who  are  already 
telling  each  other  that  the 
Blair  government  will  col- 
lapse as  dramatically  as  it 
arose.  Michael  Howard  is 
regarded  by  both  friends  and 
foes  as  the  best  tip. 

On  BBC  Radio  4,  Dr  Ma- 
wfainney  confirmed  that  the 
remnants-  of  the  shadow  cabi- 
net — eight  ex-ministers  short 
— would  meet  later  this  week. 
But  he  stressed  that  before  a 
new  leader  can  be  picked, 
probably  in  late  June,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  backbench.  1922 
committee,  many  of  whom  lost 
their  seats  last  Thursday,  must 
be  elected.  Only  three  MPs  in 
the  1922  executive  survived. 
Sir  Archie  Wgmfltnn,  Sir  Geof- 
frey Johnson  Smith,  and  John 
Townend. 

Mr  Heseltine  is  due  to  leave 
hospital  at  the  end  of  the 
week  after  undergoing  tests 
for  angina,  a Conservative 
Party  spokesman  said:  “The 
doctors  are  completely 
relaxed  and  delighted  with 
his  progress.  He  is  looking 
forward  to  getting  back  as  a 
Parliamentary  MP  for  the 
Conservative  Party.  He  wants 
to  get  his  teeth  back  into  it” 

Ex-prime  minister  John 
Major  issued  a statement  in- 
sisting that  Mr  HeseMne’s  de- 
cision not  to  stand  for  the 
Tory  leadership  had  been 

fcalrpn  jointly  by  him  and 
wife  Anne.  Earlier  press 
reports  had  speculated  that 
the  move  bad  been  instigated 
by  Mrs  Heseltine. 

Mr  Major’s  statement  said: 
"Let  me  correct  misleading 
reports  . . . Michael’s  deci- 
sion is  sad  for  the  Conserva- 
tive party  but  it  emphatically 
is  a joint  decision  reached  by 
Michael  and  Anne.” 


‘Idealist’  Hamilton 
seeks  his  fortune 


LOSING  MP 
HUNTS  JOB 


FORMER  Tory  MP  Neil 
Hamilton,  who  was 
dumped  by  the  voters 
of  Tatton  over  the  cash  for 
questions  scandal,  went  cap 
in  hand  to  the  nation  yes- 
terday in  search  of  a job. 

“This  has  been  an  enor- 
mous upset  and  it  has  come 
about  in  the  most  extraor- 
dinary and  unpredictable 
way.”  he  said  on  BBC  Radio 
5 Live. 

“We  have  all  sorts  of  ahfir 
we  can  capitalise  upon. 
I have  got  marketable 
skills.  I think  rm  relatively 
fluent,  quickwitted.  I’ve  got 
a cheery  personality. 

“But  we’ve  got  to  turn 
our  minds  to  it  because  we 
have  got  a mortgage  to  pay. 
All  contributions  would  be 
gratefully  received.” 

Mr  Hamilton,  who  was 
heavily  defeated  at  the  Gen- 
eral Election  by  former 
BBC  war  correspondent 
Martin  Bell,  claimed  it  was 
his  idealism  that  had 
stopped  him  wmirfng  real 
money. 

If  he  had  his  time  again, 
he  said,  he  might  have  de- 


cided to  make  his  fortune 
outside  ofParliament. 

“If  l had  started  out  14 
years  ago  knowing  what 
the  fixture  held.  It  may  well 
be  that  we  wouldn’t  have 
wasted  our  time. 

“I  could,  after  all,  have 
made  real  money  outside 
Parliament.  I was  offered  a 
very  lucrative  job  Just  be- 
fore I was  selected  to  tight 
the  constituency.  Bnt  X 
Chose  to  follow  my  chosen 
path  as  an  idealist.” 

His  fiery  wife  Christine 
was  confused  about  her 
rights  to  rfaim  unemploy- 
ment benefits.  “We  really 
don’t  know,  we  haven’t  in- 
vestigated that.  Can  former 
MPs  sign  on?” 

A career  in  the  media 
which  Mr  Hamilton  blamed 
for  his  downfall  remains  a 
possiblity  for  both  of  them. 
Mrs  Hnwii^wi  is  scheduled 
to  appear  on  Have  I Got 
News  For  You  on  BBC2  this 
Friday  while  Mr  Hamilton 
said  he  had  received  a num- 
ber of  journalistic  offers. 

Mr  Hamilton  refused  to 
talk  about  his  financial  sit- 
uation. “No  we  don’t  have 
to  sell  our  house  and  we 
hope  to  generate  enough  in- 
come to  meet  all  our  basic 
costs  without  too  much 
difficulty." 
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John  Prescott  tries  out  the  desk  formerly  occupied  by  John  Gammer  at  Eland  House,  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Environment  in  London 


prodigal  son 


BACK  IN 
EUROPE 


John  Palmer  In  Brussels 
and  Ian  Black 


RITAIN’S  Euro- 
pean Union  part- 
ners yesterday 
feted  the  new  gov- 
ernment’s return 
to  Brussels  with  a warmth 
which  would  not  have  dis- 
graced the  biblical  welcome 
accorded  the  prodigal  son. 

The  minister  for  European 
affairs,  Doug  Henderson  — 
less  than  24  hours  in  office  — 
promised  fellow  ministers  “a 
fresh  start”  to  Britain’s  rela- 
tions with  Europe  and  an  end 
to  the  era  of  confrontation.  In 
return  they  declared  that 
Britain  had  finally  “aban- 
doned the  fringes  to  return  to 
the  European  mainstream.” 
Foreign  Secretary  Robin 
Cook,  who  entered  office  last 
Friday  vowing  to  "hit  the 
ground  running”  will  tomor- 
row visit  Paris  and  Bonn  on  a 
hastily-arranged  trip  to  see 
his  French  and  German  coun- 
terparts, Herve  de  Gharette 
and  Klaus  KinkeL  for  more 
discussion  of  EU  issues. 

On  Friday  he  and  Tony 
Blair  meet  the  Dutch  prime 
minister  and  foreign  minster. 


Wim  Kok  and  Hans  Van 
Mieiio,  in  London. 

“We  want  to  draw  a line 
under  the  fruitless,  sterile 
confrontation  of  the  past"  he 
told  BBC  Radio  4.  “We  are 
confident  that  we  are  going  to 
get  a better  deal  for  Britain  if 
we  work  together  with  other 
European  states-  rather  than 
flghtiTig  them  as  enemies.” 

Mr  Henderson,  carefully 
briefed  by  Mr  Cook  and 
senior  British  officials,  prom- 
ised to  do  his  best  to  ensure 
that  EU  leaders  agree  a new 
treaty  at  the  Amsterdam  sum- 
mit next  month. 

He  spelled  out  the  Govern- 
ment’s readiness  to  extend 
majority  voting,  restrict  the 
national  veto,  enlarge  the  role 
of  the  European  Parliament 
and — above  all — to  abandon 
forthwith  fiie  boycott  of  the 
Maastricht  treaty  social  chap- 
ter. But  the  carefol  presenta- 
tion of  Labour’s  long-sig- 
nalled Intention  to  opt  in  to 
the  Social  Chapter  was  in- 
tended to  disguise  the  feet 
that  on  tougher  issues,  hard 
bargaining  Lies  ahead. 

"Our  approach  win  be  posi- 
tive- 1 know  that  we  will  not 
agree  on  every  point  — like 
any  other  member  state  we 
will  defend  what  we  see  to  be 
our  interests  with  vigour,” 
Mr  Henderson  told  the  stand- 
ing conference  erf1  EU  minis- 
ters on  the  new  treaty.  “But 


we  want  to  work  together 
with  you  as  colleagues  in  a 
shared  enterprise,  not  using 
thfr  language  of  opponents. 
Europe,  for  the  new  British 
government,  is  an  opportu- 
nity not  a threat” 

Mr  Henderson’s  declaration 
was  heard  by  the  assembled 
ministers  and  diplomats  in 
silence.  “I  have  never  wit- 
nessed anything  quite  like  it 
You  could  have  heard  a pin 
drop,”  one  said. 

Mr  Henderson  hinted  at  a 
new  willingness  to  compro- 
mise, implying  that  some  for- 
mula might  be  found  to  allow 
the  EU  to  play  a bigger  role  in 
justice  and  home  affairs  while 
allowing  the  UK  to  maintain 
its  own  border  controls. 

Mr  Cook  told  the  BBC:  "We 
must  come  out  of  Amsterdam 
with  protection  for  Britain’s 
external  border  controls.” 

Some  diplomats  said  a com- 
promise might  now  be  poss- 
ible under  which  the  Schen- 
gen agreement  — permitting 
free  movement  of  people 
among  seven  EU  countries  — 
is  extended  to  all  member 
states  except  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

Mr  Henderson  said  there 
was  no  chance  of  the  govern- 
ment going  along  with  the 
majority  of  EU  countries  in 
backing  an  ambitious  Franco- 
German  plan  for  a common 
European  defence  including  a 


Blunkett  to  hasten  law 
ending  assisted  places 


EDUCATION 
SHORT  BILL 


John  Canal 


AVID  Blunkett,  the 
Education  and  Employ- 
ment Secretary,  has 
started  work  on  emergency 
legislation  to  go  through  Par- 
liament before  the  summer 
recess  to  stop  independent 
schools  disrupting  Labour’s 
plans  to  achieve  smaller  ripss 
sizes  for  five-  to  seven-year- 
olds. 

It  would  prevent  private 
school  headteachers  pre- 
empting the  Government’s 
main  education  bill  by  offer- 
ing thousands  of  state-funded 
assisted  places  for  children 
starting  in  September  1998. 

Under  manifesto  proposals, 
classes  in  intent  schools  will 
be  reduced  to  a mavimnm  of 
30  children  over  the  next  four 
years. 

This  is  to  be  tended  by 
phasing  out  the  assisted 
places  scheme  which  subsi- 
dises the  fees  of  less  well-off 
children  at  private  schools. 

Incoming  ministers  were 
aware  they  could  not  with- 
draw assisted  places  which 
had  already  been  offered  to 
10.000  children  for  the  start  of 


the  academic  year  in  Septem- 
ber. That  would  have  caused 
legitimate  protest  from 
parents  who  would  not  have 
time  to  find  another  schooL 

So  they  expected  to  phase 
the  scheme  out  from  Septem- 
ber 1998.  freeing  up  £40  mil- 
lion to  start  reducing  intent 
class  sizes  in  the  1998/99  fi- 
nancial year. 

The  savings  were  due  to 
rise  to  £80  million  in  the 
second  year  of  the  pro- 
gramme and  £100  miHion  in 
the  third. 

Mr  Blunkett  has  been 
warned  by  his  civil  servants 
that  this  timetable  could  be 
put  In  jeopardy  if  the  indepen- 
dent schools  offer  another 
round  of  places  over  the  win- 
ter before  the  wide-ranging 
education  bill  phasing  out  the 
scheme  is  enacted.  Hence  the 
decision  to  rush  through  a 
limited  bOL 

Tbe  Government’s  wide- 
ranging  education  plans  win 
be  set  out  In  a white  paper  in 
the  first  half  of  June  and  the 
bill  is  expected  to  be  pub- 
lished in  November,  but  nor 
become  law  before  March. 

Although  the  headteachers 
would  have  a fair  period  of 
warning  ahnnf  phasing  out 
.the  scheme,  secondary  inde- 
pendent sr-hnritfr  Could  rtaim 
tbe  right  to  offer  new  places 
under  a three-year  licence  ap- 
proved by  the  last  Govern- 


ment Conservative  ministers' 
attempt  to  give  a wmiinr 
three-year  licence  to  private 
preparatory  schools  was 
blocked  by  Mr  Blunkett  just 
before  the  election. 

"We  are  looking  at  having 
to  introduce  an  emergency 
bill  before  the  summer  recess 
On  class  sizes  and  awsigtod 
places."  Mr  Blunkett  said  yes- 
terday.  “I  have  in  wdnd  an  ex- 
tremely short  bill  which 
could  pass  through  Parlia- 
ment very  quickly.” 

The  department's  ad- 
visers have  been  asked  to  ex- 
amine alternative  ways  to 
keep  the  class  size  pro- 
gramme on  track,  but  if  they 
cannot  find  any  Mr  Blunkett's 
bill  could  be  Labour’s  first 
measure  on  tbe  statute  book 
for  18  years. 

There  are  currently  500,000 
pupils  aged  five  to  seven  in 
classes  of  more  than  30.  The 
Local  Government  Associa- 
tion wiu  make  a presentation 
to  Mr  Blunkett  this  week  ex- 
plaining how  resources  could 
be  redirected  to  start  reduc- 
es si2es  this 

September. 

But  in  an  interview  with 
the  Guardian  Mr  Blunkett 
toured  at  the  depart- 
mmtal  books  over  the  week- 
end  and  there  was  uonly  pea- 
nuts’ available  for  early  pilot 

programmes  to  reduce  class 
sizes. 


merger  of  the  EU  and  the 
Western  European  Union.  Mr 
Cook  told  Sky  Television: 
“We  won’t  allow  ourselves  to 
be  bounced  and  we're  not  go- 
ing to  be  sold  out” 

France’s  minister  for  Euro- 
pean affairs,  Michel  Barnier, 
said:  “I  detect  a considerable 
evolution  in  the  British  posi- 
tion. They  do  see  the  need  for 
reform  of  the  EU  institutions 
to  prepare  for  enlargement” 
Intense  negotiations  in  the 
inter-governmental  confer- 
ence over  the  next  six  weeks 
will  put  hopes  of  a political 
agreement  in  Amsterdam  to  a 
severe  test  “No-can  be  sure 
we  will  do  it  od  time.  But 
there  is  every  sign  that  this 
British  government  is  a gov- 
ernment which  we  can  do 
business  with."  one  senior 
Dutch  government  official 

said  last  night 
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Minister  for  European  affairs  Doug  Hende, 
with  Steven  Wall,  ambassador  to  the  EU.  at 
conference  in  Brussels  photcwapm 


TheBT 

Friends  & Family 

Reunion 

Free  Prize  Draw. 
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The  next  draw  will  take  place  on  12  May.  There  will  be 
a further  fotff-  draws  on  the  following  dates:  7 June.  7 July 
4 August  and  8 September  1997 

% 

The  prize  for  each  draw  will  be  a Reunion  trip  for  up  to 
30  persons. 

Entry  into  the  prize  draw  is  automatic  for  Friends  & 

Family  members.  Ail  winners  shall  participate  in  required 

Reunion  publicity  If  you  wish  to  opt  out  of  the  prize  draw 
please  call  0800  005  2l0i 

Non-BT  customers  or  non  Friends  & Family  members 
may  enter  the  prize  draw  by  calling  0800  005  210  PW- 
contact  us  48  hours  before  the  date  of  the  next  draw; 

Full  terms  and  conditions  are  available 
on  request 
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TT*»  Guardian  Tuesday  May  6 1997 

The  elevation  of  Tony  Banks  is 
surprising,  given  his  track  record 
as  a wit,  a dandy,  a leftwing 
libertarian  and  resigner-from- 
office  as  well  as  ex-GLC  firebrand 


In  the  euphoria  surrounding 
Labour's  return  to  power,  warning 
bells  tinkled  in  Millbank  Tower  as 
results  came  in  from  seats  Labour 
did  not  expect  to  win 
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TONY  BANKS  ON.  . . 


riwirtrt  ^lsfl  631  meat  and  mn  the  of 

dying  a horrible,  lingering,  hormone-induced  death 

atter  sprouting  extra  breasts  and  large  amounts  of 

hair  it  is,  of  oourse  entirely  up  to  them* 

■ a a 

W 

NEW  LABOUR:  ‘Have  we  not  purged  ourselves  of 
everything  remotely  dangerous  or  subversive  that 
j even  a nght-wing  moron  in  a hurry  would  feel 
completely  unembarrassed  to  vote  for  us?’ 

HOWARD:  ‘Only  Michael  Howard,  who 
sense  of  irony  surgically  removed,  would 
. blush  even  as  he  utters  the  things  he  does1 

PADDY  ASHDOWN:  *1  really  like  Paddy,  but  how  I 
wish  he  would  lighten  up  a tad.  Every  time  he  speaks 
or  asks  a question,  he  sounds  so  bloody  smug,  like 
Someone  who  has  just  won  the  war  single-handed.  I 
long  to  shout:  “Paddy,  you  are  not  an  intergalactfc 
superhero,  you  are  simply  a Liberal  Democrat".’ 

JOHN  MAJOR:  ‘Throughout  the  year,  he  stood  like 
the  boy  on  the  burning  deck  of  the  Trtanic,  with  his 
finger  in  the  dyke,  an  apple  on  his  head,  and  his  foot 
|h  his  mouth.' 

THE  GLC:  ‘I  owe  the  council  a great  deal.  I’m 
determined  to  repay  them,  and  that’s  why,  when 
Thatcher,  that  provincial  bigot,  turns  up  and  says: 

"They  never  did  any  good’  over  here,  I just  want  to  fill 
her  face  in”.' 


Tony  Banks  in  the  crowd  with  fellow  Chelsea  supporter,  political  opponent  David  Mellor,  for  the  FA  Cup  semi-final  win  over  Wimbledon  heal 
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Banks  romps  home  to  sport 


THE  NEW 
MINISTERS 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 


TONY  Blair  last 
night  scattered  a lit- 
tle stardust  on  his 
rapidly-expanding 
ministerial  team 
when  he  appointed 
the  maverick . leftwing  MP, 
Tony  Ranks,  to  the  high-pro; 
file  post  of  Minister'  Sor  Sport 
after  making  the  Oscar-win- 
rung  actress.  Glenda  Jackson, 
a junior  transport  minister. 

The  two  London  MPs  were 
among  nearly  30  middle  and 
junior  appointments  an- 
nounced by  Downing  Street 
on  the  fourth  day  of  the  Blair 
administration  which  saw  a 
significant  contingent  of  MPs 
from  Scotland  and  the  North- 
east — Mr  Blair's  territorial 
base  — get  their  first  taste  of 
executive  power  in  Whitehall. 
Mr  Banks’s  elevation  is  sur- 


prising, given  his  track  re- 
cord as  a wit,  a dandy,  a left- 
wing  libertarian  and 
resigner-fhjm-office,  who  is 
also  a fanatical  Chelsea  sup- 
porter as  well  as  ex-GLC  fire- 
brand in  company  with  Ken 
Livingstone.  But,  like  Ms 
Jackson,  MP  for  Hampstead 
since  1992,  in  her  very  differ- 
ent way,  he  has  a powerful 
puhlic  presence. 

Women  and  high-flying 
young  members  of  the  West- 
minster class  of  92  — in  some 
cases,  both  — were  also  con- 
spicuous. in  the  Prune  Minis- 
ter1^ patronage.  The  Treasury 
emerged  with,  two  women 
ministers,  ex-Campaign 
Group  MP  Dawn  Prlmarolo, 
aged  43,  as  Financial  Secre- 
tary. and  Helen  Liddell,  aged 
46,  as  Economic  Secretary,  in 
Gordon  Brown’s  team. 

Tessa  Jowell,  49,  and  Alan 
Milbum,  39.  two  MPs  first 
elected  in  199%  went  to  Health 
as  ministers  of  . stated  Lady 
Blackstone,  54,  Master  of 
Birkbeck  College,  went  to 
Education.  Hilary  Armstrong, 
51,  to  John  Prescott’s  mega- 


ministry  of  Environment  and 
Transport,  along  with  Pres- 
cott ally.  Richard  Cabom,  53. 

Joyce  Quin,  52,  disap- 
pointed at  not  getting  Doug 
Henderson’s  high  profile  job 
as  Minister  for  Europe,  went 
to  the  Home  Office.  So  did 
Alun  Michael,  53.  a Blair 
loyalist 

Ministers  of  state  at  the 
Foreign  Office  will  be  Derek 
Fatchett,  51,  and  Tony  Lloyd, 
47.  both  moderated  left- 
wingers, who  wifi  fit  easily 
into  Robin  Cook’s  team. 

Instead  of  balancing  minis- 
terial teams  along  left-right 
lines,  or  ensuring  that  he  has 
a trusted  lieutenant  in  each 
department,  Mr  Blair  seems 
content  to  allow  some  col- 
leagues, notably  his  Chancel- 
lor, to  surround  themselves 
with  allies.  Mr  Brown's  other 
ministerial  junior  is  million- 
aire entrepreneur  Geoffrey 
Robinson,  58,  a friend  who 
will  seek  to  revitalise  the  Bag- 
ging private  finance 
initiative. 

Margaret  Beckett  will  also 
feel  comfortable  at  Trade  and 


Industry  with,  tan  McCartney 
and  John  Battle,  both  46  and 
instinctive  leftwingers  like 
herself,  as  No.  2s. 

In  the  third  tier  She  gets  Ni- 
gel Griffiths,  41,  and  Barbara 
Roche,  43.  Mr  Prescott  gets 
Ms  Jackson,  60,  Nick  Rayns- 
ford,  52,  and  Angela  Eagle,  36. 

George  Robertson  gets  the 
formidable  Dr  John  Reid,  4% 
as  his  deputy  in  the  Ministry 
of  Defence,  while  David  Blun- 
kett  acquires  another  classic 
Blairiie  in  Stephen  Byers,  44. 
who  will  pursue  higher  stan- 
dards in  schools.  ■ . t 

Many  of  the  new  ministers 
like  Mr  Byers  are  Geordies, 
some  of  them  from  the  stable 
of  Labour  politicians  nur- 
tured in  the  region  by  the 
GMB  general  union. 

But  Donald  Dewar  gets 
Henry  McLeish,  48.  and  the 
journalist -turned-rebuttal- 
unit  chief  Brian  Wilson.  48, 
as  his  ministers  of  state,  sell- 
lng  devolution  to  Scotland. 
Mr  Dewar  warned  Tories  not 
to  block  it  as  they  did  in  the 
1970s.  In  Wales  Ron  Davies  ac- 
quires Peter  Ham,  47,  to  push 


devolution;  for  Northern  Ire- 
land’s even  more  delicate 
tasks.  Mo  Mowlam,  gets  one 
Protestant  Scot  in  Adam  In- 
gram, 50.  and  one  Welsh  Cath- 
olic in  Paul  Murphy,  48. 

• Tony  Blair  yesterday  ap- 
pointed Sally  Morgan,  37,  who 
had  worked  in  his  private 
office  in  Opposition,  as  his  po- 
litical secretary,  telling  her 
he  wanted  reform  of  the  party 
to  continue  and  “that  the  New 
Labour  government  will  learn 
from  past  mistakes”. 

The  Labour  leadership  is 
anxious  to  avoid  the  kind  of 
feudlng  that  wracked' the  Wil- 
son and  Callaghan  govern- 
ments. A Labour  source  said- 
“Tony  Blair  thinks  John 
Major  allowed  the  party  to  be- 
come his  master  rather  than 
the  other  way  round” 

In  a further  sign  of  tighten- 
ing control,  Mr  Blair’s  chief 
press  officer,  Alastair  Camp- 
bell, wrote  yesterday  to  the 
heads  of  each 'government  de- 
partment saying  he  wanted 
all  media  bids  for  interviews 
co-ordinated  through  Number 
10. 


JOINING 
THE  TEAM 

Yesterday’s  appointments: 
Treasury 

□ Economic  Secretary  — 
Helen  Liddell,  46 
Education 

P Ministers  of  State:  Stephen 
Byers.  44  (schools  standards): 
Baroness  Blackstone.  54  (fur- 
ther and  higher  education) 
Northern  Ireland 
P Ministers  of  State:  Adam 
Ingram,  50;  Paul  Murphy,  48 
Health 

□ Ministers  of  State:  Tessa 
Jowell.  49:  Alan  Milbum,  39 
Scottish  Office 

□ Ministers  of  State:  Henry 
McLeish,  48;  Brian  Wilson.  48: 
P Junior  ministers:  Sam  Gal- 
braith. 51;  Malcolm  Chisholm, 
48 

Defence 

p Minister  of  State:  John 
Reid,  49 
Foreign  Office 

□ Ministers  of  State:  Derek 
Fatchett,  51;  Tony  Lloyd,  47 


Home  Office 

□ Ministers  of  State:  Alun 
Michael,  53;  Joyce  Quin,  52 
Trade  and  Industry 

P Ministers  of  State:  John 
Battle.  46;  Ian  McCartney,  46 
P Junior  ministers:  Nigel 
Griffiths.  41:  Barbara  Roche. 
43 

Environment /Tran  sport 

□ Ministers  of  State:  Dick  Ca- 
bom, 53:  Hilary  Armstrong.  51 
~i  Junior  ministers:  Nick 
Raynsford.  52:  Glenda  Jack- 
son.  60;  Angela  Eagle.  36 
Lord  Chancellor’s 
Department 

P Junior  minister  Geoff 

Hoon.44 

Welsh  Office 

O Junior  minister:  Peter 

Hain.47 

Social  Security 

P Junior  ministers:  Keith 

Bradley.  46;  John  Denham,  43 

Heritage: 

Junior  minister:  Ton)'  Banks. 
53  (sport) 


Old  Labour  left-overs 
join  Blairites  in  power 


Andrew  Roth  on  winners  so 
unexpected,  minister  says  “We 
don’t  know  who  these  people  are’ 


■ M MHEN  the  Government 
mHfchief  whip,  Nick 
■ V Brown,  tomorrow 
addresses  members  of  the 
new  419-strong  Parliamentary 
Labour  Party  at  the  Institute 
of  Civil  Engineers,  across 
Parliament  Square,  he  is  cer- 
tain to  lav  down  the  law  about 
the  need  for  discipline  in  the 
years  ahead. 

Not  a moment  too  soon.  In 
the  euphoria  surrounding 
Labour's  return  to  power  after 
18-years,  warning  bells  tinkled 
in  Millbank  Tower  as  results 
name  in  from  seats  Labour  did 
not  expect  to  win  last  week. 
Not  every  new  MP  is  a 
squeaky-clean  Blairite;  some 
are  even  Old  Labour  leftists. 
“The  truth  is  we  don’t  know 


who  some  of  these  people  are,” 
one  new  minister  confessed 
yesterday.  “We  didn’t  take 
much  notice  of  them.” 

Would  middle-class , Leeds 
NW  have  been  entrusted  to 
Harold  Best,  a 59-year-old 
leftwing  electrician  and  for- 
mer councillor,  if  it 

had  been  seriously  thought 
winnable?  Yet  he  ousted  He- 
seltine  loyalist  Keith  Samp- 
son by  a majority  of 8,844. 

It  is  not  even  clear  what  con- 
stitutes leftwing  any  more. 
gel  Beard.  MP  for  Bexley- 
heath  and  Crayford  at  his 
third  attempt,  would  seem  to 
be  authentic  New  Labour  as 
canirw  manager  for  research, 
and  development  of  IG-Zen- 
eca.  His  career  includes  being 


a Ministry  of  Defence  planner 
and  director  of  the  London 
Docklands  development  team. 
But  win  it  be  held  against  him 
that  he  spoke  in  1983  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  Trotskyist  Labour 
Herald  newspaper,  also 
addressed  by  Ken  Livingstone 
and  “Red  Ted’ Knight? 

The  party's  national  execu- 
tive refused  to  endorse  Isling- 
ton leftwinger  Liz  Davies  in 
Leeds  NE  — a seat  won  from 
Tory  minister  Tim  Kirkhope 
by  Labour  moderate  Fabian 
Hamilton  on  a 12  per  cent 
swing  — but  it  caused  so 
much  hassle  there  was  do 
stomach  for  handling  tougher 
leftwingers  already  in  place. 

John  McDonnell,  an  unre- 
constructed Trotskyist,  in 
1992  came  within  53  votes  of 
capturing  Hayes  and  Harling- 
ton  from  the  rightwlng  popu- 
list, Terry  Dicks. 

This  time  he  won.  A Liver- 
pool Irishman,  who  openly 
supports  Sinn  Fein  rather 


r 


^ 


From  the  left . . . Politicians  with  a past  Nigel  Beard.  Alan  Whitehead,  Charlotte  Atkins  and  Graham  Stringer 


than  the  SDLP,  McDonnell 
lists  as  a hobby  in  Who’s  Who 
his  delight  in  “generally  fer- 
menting (sic)  the  overthrow 
of  capitalism”.  He  now  sits  on 
a 14J29L  majority. 

Another  whom  the  leader- 
ship did  not  try  to  discard 
was  Dong  Naysmith,  who 
hag  finally  won'  Bristol  NW  by 
11.382  votes,  after  coming 
within  45  votes  of  unseating 
Tory  Michael  Stern  in  1992. 
Mr  Naysmith,  a former  lec- 
turer at  Bristol  University, 
served  as  chief  whip  of  the 
Labour  group  on  Bristol’s  left- 
wing  city  counciL 


Alan  Whitehead,  who 
finally  captured  Southampton 
Test  on  his  fourth  attempt,  is 
a professor  at  the  Southamp- 
ton Institute. -In  the  late  70s 
and  early  80s,  he  espoused 
semi-Trotskyist  ideas  of  con- 
verting Labour  Into  a “cam- 
paigning party”  using  “extra- 
parliamentary”  activities. 

He  voiced  these  ideas  at  the 
1979  annual  conference  after 
Labour’s  first  defeat  at  Mrs 
Thatcher’s  hands.  Speaking 
after  Denis  Healey  appealed 
for  Labour  to  return  to  the  po- 
litical mainstream  and  recap- 
ture its  mass  support,  White- 


head derided  such  talk  as 
“electoral)  sm." 

It  is  difficult  to  judge  the 
evolution  of  Whitehead's 
thinking.  Better  understood 
is  that  of  his  ideological  twin. 
John  Denham,  who  became 
MP  for  the  Itchen  half  of  the 
port  city  in  1992.  Now  an 
active  and  useftil  MP.  Den- 
ham moderated  his  very  early 
semi-Trotskyist  enthusiasms 
enough  to  qualify  Tor  a 
shadow  junior  ministerial 
role  on  Chris  Smith’s  social 
security  team  in  1995- 

Even  Tony  Blair  espoused 
some  fashionable  leftwing 


ideas  when  he  first  sought 
selection  as  a candidate.  St'  it 
is  not  surprising  that  New 
Labour  welcomes  converts  to 
its  cause.  Perhaps  the  roost 
dramatic  of  these  conversions 
is  that  of  Graham  Stringer, 
now'  MP  for  the  safe  seat  of 
Blackley. 

During  his  12  years  as 
leader  of  Manchester  city 
council  he  made  the  transi- 
tion from  a member  of  the 
hard  left  to  an  Armans -suited 
manager  of  .Manchester  air- 
port. His  plans  for  its  second 
runwav  are  now  opposed  by 
environment;!]  activists,  led 


Brown 
told  to 
raise 
taxes 

LABOUR’S 
FIRST  TEST 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 

TONY  Blair’s  government 
yesterday  braced  itself 
for  us  first  serious  test  of 
nerve  industry  and  the 
City  joined  forces  to  demand 
both  a sharp  rise  in  taxes  to 
close  the  Treasury's  borrow- 
ing gap  and  a sm;ill  rise  m 
Interest  rates  to  head  off 
inflation. 

Neither  Downing  Street  nor 
Chancellor  Gordon  Brown 
responded  to  the  calls  which 
the  outgoing  Conservative  ad- 
ministration ignored  in  the 
run-up  to  the  election,  despite 
warnings  that  the  economy  is 
overheating.  But  Mr  Brown  is 
likely  to  be  more  receptive  to 
such  suggestions  than  Mr 
Blair’s  team. 

Some  City  sources  wore 
confident  that  the  Chancellor, 
whose  grasp  and  energy  is 
said  to  have  impressed  Trea- 
sury officials,  will  accept 
Bank  of  England  Governor 
Eddie  George's  advice  and 
pul  up  base  rates  by  a token 
0.25  per  cent  in  order  to  estab- 
lish his  credentials  as  an 
enemy  or  inDation. 

With  the  new  Commons  due 
to  meet  tomorrow.  Mr  Brown 
also  faces  pressure  from  left- 
wing  MPs  to  loosen  his  prede- 
cessor's spending  Largets 
which  he  embraced  before  the 
election,  and  to  raise  taxes 
over  and  above  his  commit- 
ment to  a windfall  tax  — so  as 
to  get  the  unavoidable  pain 
over  early. 

"Some  action  will  probably 
be  needed  soon  to  slow  down 
the  economy,”  the  director 
general  of  the  CBI,  Adair 
Turner,  wrote  in  yesterday's 
Financial  Times.  “The  CBI 
prefers  this  to  come  via  tax 
increases  rather  than 
through  interest  rate  rises 
that  could  push  sterling 
higher.  Those  tax  increases 
would  also  cut  public  borrow- 
ing, which  is  still  too  high.” 
The  Institute  of  Directors 
said  a “small  rise”  in  interest 
rates  was  needed  to  contain 
inflationary  pressure  while 
also  supporting  some  tighten- 
ing on  the  tax  front  in  the  ex- 
pected June  or  July  Budget. 


by  Swampy.  Further  evidence 
that  the  leadership  welcomes 
converts  is  the  rise  of  Char- 
lotte Atkins,  new  MP  for 
Staffordshire  Moorlands.  In 
1981  she  collaborated  with 
Chris  Muffin,  then  a bitter 
Bennire.  in  a seminal  pam- 
phlet. How  to  Select  or  Dese- 
lect Your  MP.  This  made  life 
miserable  for  a wide  swathe 
of  moderate  Labour  MPs.  Ms 
Atkins  began  to  work  her  pas- 
sage back  in  the  mid  1980$  as 
deputy  leader  of  Wandsworth 
council's  Labour  group. 

Sbe  made  a serious  mark  in 
the  important  Labour 
Women's  Network,  urging 
women  aspirants  to  "get 
networking"  because  the  new 
one-member  one-vote 
(OMOV)  system  required 
them  to  meet  as  many  party 
members  as  possible. 

A far  cry  from  her  Bennite 
pamphlet  It  was  an  irony 
that  her  own  selection  for 
Staffordshire  Moorlands, 
without  the  help  of  an  all- 
women  shortlist,  provoked 
the  resignation  of  some  local 
constituency  officers.  But 
New  Labour  is  full  of  such 
ironies. 

Andreu?  Roth  is  the  editor  of 
Parliamentary  Profiles 


Effective  treatment  for  the  greenhouse  effect 


Young  trees  in  managed  forests  can  absorb  1.47  kilograms  of  C05  for  every  Kilo  of  rimher  they  produce,  so 
helping  oSet  the  greenhouse  effect.  Another  reason  why  timber  is  foe  ecologically  friendly  choice  for  building. 
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The  new  Health  Secretary  will 
have  to  puncture  some  hugely 
inflated  expectations 
of  what  the  NHS 
can  look  forward  to 


Jack  Straw,  left,  will  be  promoting  the  Crime  and  Disorder  Bill,  while  Frank  Dobson  could  face  NHS  ftmding  problems 


Straw  acts  to 
curb  disorder 


THE  IN-TRAY: 

HOME  OFFICE 


Alan  Travis 
Home  Affairs  Editor 


XPECTED  controver- 
sies over  child  curfews 
land  parental  responsi- 
bility orders  will  mask  a 
more  liberal  approach  to 
other  criminal  justice  issues 
in  the  early  days  of  Jack 
Straw's  tenure  at  the  Home 
Office. 

The  most  pressing  question 
on  his  desk  will  be  to  finalise 
exactly  how  much  Home 
Office  legislation  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Queen's  Speech 
next  week.  Pride  of  place  will 
go  to  the  Crime  and  Disorder 
Bill,  which  will  include  new 


powers  to  deal  with  nuisance 
neighbours,  racial  harass- 
ment and  other  anti-social  be- 
haviour; compulsory  drug 
testing  and  treatment  for 
drug  addicted  offenders;  and 
the  curfews  on  under-lOs, 
amongst ' many  other  mea- 
sures. MPs  are  also  to  be 
given  a fresh  free  vote  on 
whether  to  ban  an  handguns. 

Other  legislation  which  will 
fight  for  a slot  in  the  first 
year’s  programme  includes 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
European  Convention  on 
Human  Rights  into  British 
law.  This  legislation  Is  most 
likely  to  start  in  the  House  of 
Lords, 

Mr  Straw  intends  to  make 
some  changes  without  wait- 
ing for  legislation  to  reach  the 
statute  book.  There  are  plans 
to  Implement  Labour’s  key 
pledge  to  introduce  a fast- 


track  system  of  punishment 
for  young  offenders  without 
waiting  for  the  bill.  This  Is  to 
be  done  by  issuing  Home 
Office  guidance  to  the  courts. 

Another  early  move  will  be 
to  establish  a National  Youth 
Justice  Board,  to  set  up  and 
monitor  national  standards 
for  the  treatment  of  teenager 
tearaways.  A final  warning 
system  backed  up  by  young 
offender  teams  will  replace 
repeated  police  cautions. 

Mr  Straw  will  also  come 
under  early  pressure  to  find  a 
way  of  cutting  the  record 
60,000  prison  population.  The 
more  fundamental  problems 
feeing  the  prisons  will  . be 
addressed  by  an  audit  to  es- 
tablish the  exact  situation 
and  the  costs  of  different  op- 
tions. Decisions  will  have  to 
be  made  on  how  much  of 
Michael  Howard's  Crime  Sen- 
tences Act  will  be 
implemented. 

Reform  of  the  Crown  Prose- 
cution Service,  including  the 
introduction  of  US-style  dis- 
trict attorneys,  will  be  intro- 
duced to  reverse  the  continu- 
ing decline  in  the  rate  of 
convictions. 


Dobson  faces 
tough  choices 


THE  IN-TRAY: 

HEALTH 

David  Biindfe,  Social 


THE  tough  problems  fac- 
ing Labour  on  health 
must  in  part  explain 
the  appointment  as  Health 
Secretary  of  Frank  Dobson, 
one  of  the  party’s  most  ro- 
bust performers. 

He  will  have  to  puncture 
some  hugely  Inflated  expec- 
tations of  what  the  NHS  can 
look  forward  to  and  also 
crack  the  whip  if  Labour  is 
to  fulfil  its  manifesto 
promises. 

The  Government  has  to 
decide  if  it  is  going  to  match 
the  phased  3J3  per  cent  pay 


rise  for  nurses  In  respect  of 
some  400,000  other  health 
workers.  Unison,  the  main 
union  involved,  would  be  a 
powerful  enemy  to  make,  es- 
pecially as  the  Government 
needs  its  co-operation  to 
achieve  its  goal  of  a new 
NHS  pay  system  providing 
* 'local  flexibility  in  a 
national  framework”.  On 
the  other  band,  a lower 
award  would  ease  the  finan- 
cial problems  of  NHS  trusts- 
Many  have  carried  deficits 
into  Hie  new  financial  year. 

Labour  has  adopted  the 
Major  government’s  NHS 
spending  plans,  providing 
real  Increases  of  1.2  per  cent 
this  year,  a mere  0.2  per  cent 
in  1998/99  and  0.1  per  cent 
the  year  after. 

The  King’s  Fund  health 
policy  think  tank  says  the 
service  probably  needs  more 


than  4 per  cent  a year  to 
show  real  benefit. 

Labour  is  not  ruling  out 
switching  funds  from  other 
departments,  but  it  seems 
clear  that  the  NHS  will 
largely  have  to  fund  its  own 
service  developments. 

This  is  nwpfy  to  mean 
changing  the  role  and  Rise  of 
many  hospitals  and  intro- 
ducing much  more  health 
care  rationing.  Neither  of 
these  has  obvious  appeal  to 
a government  swept  to 
power  on  a platform  of  sav- 
ing the  NHS. 

Labour  is  pinning  much 
on  making  savings  in  health 
bureaucracy,  the  first 
El  00  million  earmarked  for 
treating  an  extra  100,000 
patients  and  to  "end  wait- 
ing for  cancer  surgery”. 

Making  the  changes  in 
health  commissioning  to 
deliver  this  must  await  leg- 
islation, however.  There 
are  also  doubts  about  how 
much  Labour's  blueprint 
for  change  would  actually 
save,  with  GP  fundholders 
and  100  health  authorities 
in  England  replaced  by  500 
locality  commissions. 


Dennis  and  Diane  Homer  came  across  the  crash  scene  when  they  went  looking  for  NeiL  He  died  before  they  found  him  in  hospital 
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Father  demands 
inquiry  over  son 
killed  as  police 
chased  joyriders 


Duncan  Campbell  on  family's  tragedy 


Neil  Homer,  and  his  car  after  the  collision.  An  officer  in  the  police  car  was  also  killed 


DENNIS  Homer  went 
looking  for  his  son. 
NeiL  aged  2D,  when  he 
realised  that  he  had  not 
returned  home  two  hours 
after  he  had  dropped  off  his 
girlfriend  in  the  early  hours 
of  December  17,  1995.  Less 
than  two  minutes  from  his 
home  in  Oldbury.  West  Mid- 
lands. Mr  Homer  came  across 
a devastating  can1  crash  in 
which  his  son  bad  died. 

Now  he  is  seeking  a full  In- 
quiry into  why  a police  car 
was  going  through  a red  light 
at  93  mph  and  whether  the 
police  wrongly  believed  that 
his  son  was  teamed  up  with 


the  ‘occupants  of  the  stolen 
car.  He  is  also  angry  that  his 
family  has  received  no  com- 
pensation. 

“We  had  been  driving 
round  looking  for  Neil,  and 
we  had  to  stop  because  there 
were  about  15  police  cars  and 
about  30  officers  at  the  junc- 
tion,” said  Mr  Homer.  "I  saw 
one  of  the  cars,  which  I 
thought  I recognised.  1 said: 
T'm  looking  for  my  son.' 

"I  have  rheumatoid  arthri- 
tis, and  I had  to  walk  down 
the  50  or  60  yards  on  my  own. 
1 got  to  the  car  and  saw  the 
registration  number,  and  I 
shouted  back  to  my  wife:  'It's 


Neil’.  She  was  hystericaL” 
Neil  Homer,  who  worked  in 
the  motor  trade,  died  after  his 
Vauxhall  Nova  was  hit  by  a 
police  car  chasing  a stolen  car 
and  speeding  through  red 
lights.  The  passenger  in  the 
police  car.  PC  Robert  Dallow. 
was  also  killed. 

The  police  driver,  PC  Leslie 
Collins,  was  convicted  of 
causing  death  by  dangerous 
driving  and  served  six  weeks 
of  a three  month  sentence.  To 
the  Homers'  dismay,  last 
month  he  returned  to  serve  in 
the  West  Midlands  force. 

The  16-year-old  driver  of 
the  stolen  car  was  sentenced 


to  12  months  in  custody. 
There  were  many  witnesses 
to  the  crash.  “It  was  like  a 
dap  of  thunder,”  said  Lee 
Hobbs.  “It  was  definitely 
fatal.”  He  said  he  did  not  bear 
any  police  siren. 

Another  witness  also  said 
he  heard  no  siren.  He  Raid 
police  officers  attended  to  the 
police  casualties,  while  a doc- 
tor who  had  been  in  a nearby 
pub  tried  to  help  Neil  Homer. 
He  said  officers  refused  his 
offer  of  a blanket  for  NeiL  and 
he  was  told;  “Get  away,  the 
show's  over."  Nell  was  dead 
before  his  parents  found  him 
in  bospitaL  “IT  they  had  told 


us  right  away  we  could  have 
been  with  him  before  he 
died.”  said  Mr  Homer. 

“Before  this  happened  the 
police  had  my  absolutely  foil 
admiration.  There  were  no 
prouder  parents  than  myself 
and  Diane  [Mrs  Homer]  when 
our  daughter  [Neff's  twin  sis- 
ter, Joanne]  became  a special 
constable,  but  I am  appalled 
at  the  whole  way  this  has 
been  handled.  Nell  died  in 
1995.  and  we  have  still  had  no 
apology." 

He  is  pressing  for  foil  dis- 
closure of  what  happened  on 
the  night  his  son  died.  He  be- 
lieves that  the  police's  atti- 


tude was  formed  by  their  be- 
lief that  his  son's  car  be- 
longed to  the  stolen  car  team 
and  so  he  was  responsible  in 
part  for  the  death  of  a 
colleague. 

He  says  the  police  claim 
that  the  siren  was  on. 

A spokesman  for  the  force 
said  Neil  Homer's  car  was  not 
thought  to  have  been  in- 
volved with  the  stolen  car.  An 
inquiry  was  continuing. 

Mr  Homer's  call  for  a foil 
investigation  comes  three 
days  after  three  young  men 
died  In  a crash  after  being 
pursued  by  police  in  Greater 
Manchester. 


News  in  brief 


CT oxic’  cot  deaths 

theory  undermined 


deaths  is  ftirther  imHpnptoefl  today  with  the  pahl  leationofa 
Study  showing  babies  naturally  carry  oneof  the  < 
alleged  to  be  hannftiL  The  theory  had  claimed  that  cot  death 
babies  were  poisoned  by  antimony  Rimes  released  by  mat- 
tresses  containing  the  chemical  when  fills  came  into  conract 

with  fhngal  growths  or  urine.  It  was  first  raised  by  ctenlst 

Barry  Richardson  In  1389,  but  two  government  inquiries  caned 
to  find  any  evidence  to  support  the  link.  ^ 

Now  a team  from  the  Institute  of Child  Health,  Ixmdonjaas 
(bund  antimony  In  the  urine  of  premature  babies  within  2A 
hours  of  birth,  before  exposure  to  mattresses  would  hsvetafcen 
place.  Other  tests  to  fall-term  babies,  aged  from  five  weeks  to 
two  years,  showed  antimony  levels  did  not  increase  with.  agep 
which  would  have  been  expected  If  the  chemical ^came  from 
accumulated  exposure  to  mattresses.  ; — Chris  MmU 


Watchdogs  seek  talks 

ENVIRONMENT  Agency  officials  are  seeking  talks  with  senior 

ICI  management  over  chemical  leaks  after  separate  chemical 
incidents  at  two  ICI  plants  in  the  North.  In  one  Incident  yesterday 
roads  were  dosed  and  residents  told  to  stay  Indoors  when  highly 
infiammahte  naptha  gas  escaped  from  a site  in  Cleveland.  Later 
the  dry  cleaning  chemical  trichk>rDethyleoe  spilled  into  a canal 
near  the  ICI  plant  in  Runcorn.  Cheshire. 

Archie  Robertson,  the  agency's  director  of  operations,  coa- 
firmed  the  request  for  talks.  He  added:  '*We  are  corcgmedby  me 
fpo<pu»rtfy  nfpntertfinTly  SArimig  fnriAarte  at  I (T  plants  in  recent 

months.'* 


Fishing  village  loss 


A Scottish  fishing  village  was  in  mourning  yesterday  after  a 
young  crewman  was  washed  overboard  in  heavy  seas.  Neil  Wood, 
aged  20,  from  Fortknodde,  Banffehire,  who  is  missing  presumed 
dead,  was  on  board  the  Aurora  when  it  was  battered  by  force  nine 
gales  off  the  Outer  Hebrides  on  Sunday. 


Police  question  activists 

POLICE  were  last  night  questioning  nine  people  arrested  after 
activists  who  oppose  file  export  of  annoured  vehicles  to  Indonesia 

daubed  $lnganfl  at  a fartnry  whlr+i  marnnf«r»*»iiftR  the  machines. 
The  six  men  and  three  women  vrere  held  at  the  premises  of  Glover 
Webb  in  Hamhle,  Hampshire,  yesterday  when  police  were  alerted 
by  alarms.  A company  spokesman  said  there  was  no  “real  dam- 
age” to  the  Eactory  or  its  contents.  9 


‘Oldest  henge’  find 


ARCHAEOLOGISTS  are  sfodying  evidence  which,  suggests  that 
the  nlriftct  hengp  in  the  nrmntry  has  hem  found  In  Northumber- 
land. dating  from 4,000  BC.  Team  leader  dive  Widriington  de- 
scribed the  find  at  Miller  Basin,  near Wooier,  as  “phenomenaT9, 
and  said  their  radio  carton  dating  suggested  foe  site  was  800 
years  cider  than  any  other  known  henge. 

Radio  carbon  dating  on  material  found  In  the  oldest  ditch  and 
post  holes  at  Stonehenge^  the  most  famous  of  the  earth  monad 
mnrmmentK,  pushed  its  dating  back  LOGO  years,  to  about  3,000 
BC  — Maev  Kennedy 


Snow  ends  holiday  sun 

SNOW  was  es$ected  throughout  Britain  last  night  as  a cold  front 
descending  from  the  Arctic  brought  an  end  to  a bank  holiday 
weekend,  which  bad  started  to  sunshine  and  temperatures  of  up 
to  26C.  A Meteorological  Office  spokesman  said:  “After  the  recent 
summery  spell  it  will  come  as  quite  a shock  to  many  people.”  AA. 
Rnartwatrh  said  last  night  congestion  waa  leas  than  cm  previous  ~ 

bank  holidays,  with  many  people  heeding bad  weather  warnings 
and  staying  indoors.  — AJexBeGos  ' 


Club  hits  golfer 
over  earring 


Vfvek  Chaudhary 


AS 

/lgo 


DOCTOR  has  become 
the  latest  victim  of 
If  club  chauvinism 
after  being  expelled  for 
refusing  to  take  out  his  sil- 
verearring. 

Stephen  Glascoe,  aged  46, 
who  has  worn  an  earring 
for  more  than  20  years,  was 
told  by  officals  at  the 
Ridgeway  golf  course  near 
Caerphilly,  South  Wales, 
that  It  was  unacceptable  for 
male  members  to  wear 


He  said:  “I  was  told  that  1 
would  have  to  remove  my 
earring  If  I wanted  to  con- 
tinue as  a member  there. 

“I  cannot  understand 
why  I am  being  banned 
now,  because  I had  even 
played  some  competitions 
at  the  Ridgeway  without 
anyone  mentioning  It.  My 
earring  has  never  been  a 
problem  at  other  courses 
Fve  also  played  In  South 
Wales,  I’ve  worn  an  earring 
since  I started  work  In 
1976.” 

Larry  Baynton,  club  cap- 
tain at  the  Ridgeway,  said 
Dr  Glascoe  was  the  only 
member  to  refuse  to  abide 


by  fixe  club's  dress  code.  He 
said:  *1116  other  men  who 
wear  earrings  have  agreed 
to  remove  them  when  they 
are  playing.” 

Mr  Baynton  said  that  fe- 
male members  were  not  af- 
fected by  the  ban  because 
earrings  Were  considered 
“a  natural  dress  code  fin- 
women”. 

A friend  said:  “Steve  also 
wears  It  when  he  gives  col- 
lege lectures  and  the  au- 
thorities there  have  never 
remarked  about  it” 

The  ban  on  Dr  Glascoe, 
who  has  a surgery  at  Can- 
ton, Cardiff;  comes  at  a 
time  when  it  was  thought 
that  golf  might  begin  to 
shed  its  stuffy  image 
following  the  victory  of 
Tiger  Woods,  the  first  non- 
white player  to  win  the  US 
Open  and  attempts  to 
the  game  more  accessible  to 
different  sections  of  fixe 
community. 

Dr  Glascoe  said:  “When 
Tiger  Woods  won  fixe  US 
Masters,  a lot  of  people 
hoped  It  would  help  fixe 

Image  of  golf  as  a sport 
riven  with  snobbery  and 
prejudice.  This  shows 
there’s  sfiji  a long  way  to 
go.” 


Lecturers  will 
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John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 


Warwick  uni- 
versity has 
sparked  a lec- 
turers* revolt 
by  offering  an 
undergraduate  place  at  its 
law  sebool  to  Valentine 
Strasser,  the  31-year-old  for- 
mer military  dictator  of  Si- 
erra Leone  whose  troops  were 
accused  by  Amnesty  of  tor- 
ture and  executions. 

Captain  Strasser  is  cur- 
rently studying  at  a college  of 
further  education  in  Coven- 
try after  being  deposed  as 
head  of  state  in  a bloodless 
coup  last  year.  He  will  start 
the  three-year  university 
degree  at  Warwick  in  the 
autumn  if  he  performs  as  ex- 
pected later  this  month  in 
exams  that  are  the  equivalent 


of  A levels  for  mature  over- 
seas entrants. 

Sammy  Adelman.  a lecturer 
in  the  Warwick  law  depart- 
ment who  was  exiled  from 
South  Africa  during  the 
struggle  against  apartheid, 
said  he  would  refuse  to  teach 
Captain  Strasser  because  of 
his  record  on  human  rights. 

"There  is  disquiet  among 
the  majority  of  staff.  They 
would  prefer  this  matter  was 
dealt  with  without  having  to 
go  to  the  barricades,  but  there 
are  a number  of  us  prepared 
to  do  that  If  necessary.'* 

The  dissenting  lecturers 
thought  they  should  have  no 
part  in  rehabilitating  a dicta- 
tor when  they  were  also  ex- 
pected to  teach  courses  on 
human  rights  which  the  uni- 
versity was  marketing  to  the 
governments  of  Third  World 
democracies.  They  objected  to 
Captain  Strasser  bypassing 


i 


Valentine  Strasser:  former 
dictator  offered  law  place 

the  department's  normal 
recruitment  procedures  and 
entering  on  a scheme  orga- 
nised by  the  Foreign  Office. 

“As  an  exiled  white  fighter 
against  apartheid.  I find  it 


| wrong  and  I am  not  prepared 
to  do  it  As  a human  rights 
teacher.  I find  it  Incredible. 
As  a member  of  the  law  and 
development  programme,  1 
think  the  university  will  be 
shooting  itself  in  the  foot,”  Dr 
Adelman  said. 

Captain  Strasser  became 
the  world's  youngest  head  of 
state  when  he  staged  a coup 
in  1992  at  the  age  of  27.  He  was 
educated  at  Sierra  Leone 
grammar  school,  but  joined 
the  army  when  his  family 
could  not  afford  him  to  let 
him  stay  on  for  A levels. 

Amnesty  said  in  1394  that 
his  troops  “tortured,  ill- 
treated  and  executed  cap- 
tured or  suspected  insur- 
gents". Last  year  be  was 
ousted  in  a coup  after  an- 
nouncing plans  to  stand  In  ci- 
vilian elections  for  the  presi- 
dency. His  right-hand  man. 
Brigadier  Julius  Maada  Bio. 


was  reported  to  have  pointed 
a gun  at  his  head  and  exiled 
him  to  neighbouring  Guinea. 

Peter  Dunn,  the  university 
spokesman,  said  Captain 
Strasser  was  in  his  third  term 
at  a local  college  on  the 
Higher  Education  Foundation 
Programme.  The  course  was 
fonded  by  the  United  Nations 
and  was  designed  for  people 
from  overseas  who  never  had 
a chance  of  studying  A levels 
or  their  equivalent  in  their 
home  country. 

“Valentine  Strasser  is  self- 
evidently  bright,  having  run 
his  country  in  his  late  20s.  Ob- 
viously the  nature  of  his 
career  made  the  chance  of  ac- 
quiring formal  qualifications 
fairly  remote,”  he  said. 

“We  were  approached  to  as- 
sist the  deraocratisation  pro- 
gramme in  Sierra  Leone 
which  was  moving  away  from 
military  government.  The 


( understanding  was  that  it 
would  be  much  better  for  a 
number  of  people  from  the 
former  military  government 
to  find  their  careers  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.” 

Warwick  university  has  an 
excellent  reputation  in  Africa 
after  taking  at  least  a score  of 
Swapo  students  from  Na- 
mibia. Its  chancellor  is  Sir 
Sonny  RamphaL  former  Com- 
monwealth secretary -general 
and  the  only  British  universi- 
ty dignitary  to  be  given  a hug 
by  Nelson  Mandela  when  he 
received  a clutch  of  honorary 
degrees  at  Buckingham  Pal- 
ace last  year. 

Mr  Dunn  would  not  com- 
ment on  the  lecturers'  de- 
mand that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  refuse  to  teach 
Captain  Strasser  on  grounds 
of  conscience.  “Whatever 
happens,  he  will  be  taught  in 
the  normal  way”,  he  said. 


Rulers  who  went  to  college 


i~>  RITAIN’S  nnfypnwtfTO 
Dhave  attracted  a steady 
trickle  of  overseas 
politicians  on  their  way  to 
or  from  positions  of 
supreme  power,  which 
tested  their  understanding 
of  human  rights,  writes 

John  CarveL 


student  from  the  ranks  of 
deposed  dictators  was 
General  Go  won,  the  former 
strongman  of  Nigeria,  who- 


tn  politics. 

Autocratic  rulers  who 
rose  to  power  after  the 

grtmrunngnf  an  RngH^h 
law  degree  include  Lee 
Kuan  Yew,  the  first  prime 
minister  of  Singapore  in 

1959.  who  graduated  from 


Cambridge  with  a double 
first  before  malting  highly 
controversial  changes  to 
his  country's  legal  system. 

Akezia  Adoko  studied  la  w 
at  the  London  School  of 
Economics  before 
returning  to  Uganda  to 
become  Milton  Obote’s 
right-hand  man.  The  Obote 
regime  was  then  toppled,  by 
Sandhurst-educated  Ml 


notin  variably  lead  to 
despotism.  Mahatma . 
Gandhi  developed  his  . 
philosophy  of  d on- violent 
chdl  disobedience  as  a law 

(rinHimt  hi  T/indmi  And  Hill 

Clinton  learned  human 
rights  at  Oxfonixmfranity, 
but  did  not  inhale.' 
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Dawfd  Ward 

POLICE  last  night 
described  as  slim 

their  chances  of 
finding  two  boys 
who  did  not  return 
home  after*  playing  on  treach- 
erous mud  flats  in  the  Hum-, 
ber  estuary  InXmcolnshire. 1 

More  than  ISO  villagers  and 
volunteers  joined  30  police 
and  coastguards  In  the  «Aar»»b 
for  Nathan  Sawyer,  aged; 
nine,  and  Ian  Smye,  who  was 
10  yesterday,  along  a shore- 
line where  tides  are  said  to 
rush  .in . ‘like  an  express 
■ train". 

The  body  of  their  Mend,  11- 
year-old  Christopher  Scott, 
was  found  early  yesterday  In 
a water -mLed  $and  gully  after 
being,  spotted  by  the  crew  of  a. 
Sea  Kto^helicQpter  from  RAF 
Leconfleld  as  they  ««innwi  a 
15-mile  stretch  of  coast  with  a 

The- boys,  whose  homes  are 
all  in  North  -Cotes,  near 
Cleethorpes,  are  thought  to 
have  been  cut  off  by  the  in- 
coming tide  on  a ridge  of 
sand,  called  a wfldback.  They  i 
were  last  seen  about  a mile  i 
out  from  shore  at  Horseshoe  1 
Point,  a favourite  spot  for 
birdwatchers,  at  lunchtime 
on  Sunday. 

Detective  Inspector  Paul 
Jones  of  Lincolnshire  Police, 
said:  “The  longer  the  search, 
for  the  two  boys  goes  on.  the 
worse  R gets.  I think  the  boys  ■ 
went  out' there  to  play,  lost 
track  of  time  and  didn’t  recog- 
nise when  the  tide  was  coin- 
ing in.  " 

“High  tide  is  about  25ft. 
There  is  ho  hiding  place.  A lot 
of  children  of  that  age  are  not 
aware  of  the  dangers  because 
their  brothers  and  sisters 
have  always  been  there  in  the 
past  To  them  if.ls.liice  an  ad- 
venture playground.  The 
prospects  sire  *ezy  grim  for 
the  two  bojs.1"  <■ , ; \ J 
At  che'  stage1  Jth  yesterday’s 
search  between'  Haile  Sand 
Fort  and  Donna  Nook  three 
coastguards  got  into  difficul- 
ties and  had  to  be  axflffted  off 
the  marshland.  Police  called 
off  the  operation  at  high  tide 


■ii'1*': 

■ 


North 
• Cotes 


Haven 


Zmfes 


last _ night  but  pianm^  to 
return  early  this  morning. 

Chris  and  Andrea  Smye. 
Ian's  parents,  went  to  the 
coast  to  help  in  the  search.  Mr 
Smye  said:  “I've  got  no  idea 
what  made  them  go  out  there. 
It’s  a terrible,  treacherous 
place.  "We  just  can’t  believe 
this  has  happened.” 

Christopher,  who  lived 
with  his  grandparents,  and 
Nathan  had  gone  to  the 
Smyes’  remote  farmhouse  to 
celebrate  Ian’s  birthday  be- 
fore heading  off  on  their  bikes 
~to  explore  the  marshland  and 
mudflats  four  mii«  away. 

James  Scott,  Christopher's 
grandfather,  began  searching 
for  the  boys  when  they ' had 
not  returned  at  6pm  on  Sun- 
day. He  found  their  hikes  at 
Horseshoe  Point,  and  raised 
the  alarm  when  he  found 
none  of  the  boys  had  returned 
home. 

Mrs  Scott  said:  “The  three 
boys  were  inseparable  and 
went  everywhere  together.  It 
hasn’t  sunk  in.  I just  keep 
thinking  he  is  going  to  come 
walking  through  the  door. 
We*re  just  praying  for.  a mir- 
: acfe  — that  the  two  boys  saw 
Chris  drown  and  are  too 
scared  to  come  home.” 

She  said  the  boys  had  been 
warned"  about  ther8anger$  of 
playing'  at  the  coast  ‘Tan 
'couldn’t  swim  but  Chris 
could,  -but  when  the-  tide 
"comes  in  as  quickly  as  It  does. 
It  doesn’t  matter  how  good  a 
swimmer  you  are.” 


The  skull  of  Moby,  the  sperm  whale  that  died  in  the  Firth  of  Forth,  goes  on  display  at  the  National  Mnseum  for  Scotland 
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Whale 
that  lost 
its  way 
on  show 

MOBY  Dick  completed 
his  swift  promotion 
from  gormless  mam- 
mal to  showbiz  personality 
yesterday  when  his  skele- 
ton went  on  public  display 
at  the  Royal  Museum  of 
Scotland  in  Edinburgh, 
writes  Erlend  ClousXoru 
Television  crews  and 
children  crowded  round  as 
staff  reverently  scattered 
across  the  ground  floor  150- 
plus  bone  segments  from 
the  soft  sperm  whale  that 
ran  a ground  in  the  Firth  of 
Forth  two  weeks  after  tak- 
ing a wrong  turning  In  the 
North  Sea. 

Moby  will  be  visible  In 
his  stripped-down  form  for 
at  least  a week  before  ulti- 
mately joining  the  muse- 
um’s research  department. 

“We  have  had  to  put  him 
on  display  because  of  pub- 
lic demand,”  explained  a 
museum  spokeswoman. 

Marine  pathologists  have 
discovered  that  Moby’s  pre- 
museum  life  was  not  a 
happy  one.  On  top  of  bone 
disease,  he  was  suffering 
from  damaged  flippers  and 
an  empty  stomach. 


Rapture  and  scorn  for  pianist  Leader 

Critics  pan  him  while  ^ KlftC| 
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hunt  for  Ben 


THERE  was  confusion 
last  night  over  reports 
that  German  police  had 
launched  an  investigation 
Into  the  whereabouts  of  Ben 
Needham,  who  went  missing 
on  the  Greek  island  of  Eos  in 
July  1991  aged  21  months. 

The  Foreign  Office  was  last 
night  unable  to  confirm  that 
German  authorities  were 
following  up  claims  by  a pris- 
oner in  Greece  that  the’ child 
was  snatched  by  Gypsies  and 
taken  to  Germany,  where  he 
lives  with  a Greek  couple. 

“We  have  been  In  touch 
with  the  Germans  throughout 
the  year  on  this  matter,  and 
will-  continue  to  do  so,  but  I 
cannot  confirm  the,  most 
recent  reports,"  a spokes- 
person said  yesterday. 

"The  German  police  have 
denied  they  are  following  up  a 
new  lead,”  according  to  BBC’s 
teletext  last  night. 

ButTiccording  to  other 
reports  the  German  police 
have  had  a Greek  restaurant 
under  surveillance. 

The  prisoner  is  believed  to 
to  have  made  the  claim  to 
Ben’s  mother,  Kerry,  after 
watching  the  child’s  grand- 
parents tn&kB  a television  sp- 
neal  for  information. 

They  are  hot  planning  to 
visit  Germany  In  case  they 
hamper  police  operations. 

Ms  Needham,  aged  25,  said: 
“It's:  -foe  bsJft  lead  we  have 
had  .bemuse  it  relates  to  a lot 

of  pr^vi<^W<Srmatian  from 
the  sam  source.”  . . . _ 

tine.  the  past 

six  years  to  searching  for  the 
youngBter.  said:  “We  haw 
had  'information  which  has 
been  passed  on  to  the  German 


Ben  Needham  at  21  months 
when  he  was  kidnapped 

-police  about  a Greek  couple 
living  in  Germany  who  know 
where  Ben  is.  ■ 

“We  are  now  waiting  for 
the  German  authorities  to  in- 
terview that  couple.  Accord- 
ing to  our  informant,  the  cou- 
ple know  who  he  is  with.” 

Mrs  Needham  said  the  in- 
formation came  from  an 
armed  robber  who  claimed  to 
be  related  to  a member  of  the 
gang  that  snatched  Ben.  She 
“We  don’t  want  to  raise 
our  hopes  too  high  ...  there 
Is  always  the  pdssIWity  our 
informant  is  simply  lying." 

Ben  disappeared  from  a 
remote  farmhouse  at  Hera- 
kles,  which  was  being  reno- 
vated by  his  family,  who  had 

pirnTgra  fed  ■from  Sheffield.. 

In  J992,  police  released  a 
computer  image  showing  how 
p^n  would  look  aged  three. 
Another  was  created  in  1991. 

Ben's  parents  have-  . offered 
a £20,000  reward  for  informa- 
tion and  an  unnamed  million- 
aire has  offered  £500,000  to 
anyone  who  finds  tibfe  child. 
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audiences  give  him 
standing  ovations. 
Dan  Giaister  on 
the  David  Helfgott 
phenomenon 

IF  THERE  is  one  musician 
who  has  set  audiences 
against  critics,  it  is  David 
Helfgott.  While  his  Rach- 
maninov 3 has  become  one  of 
the  biggest-selling  classical 
recordings  ever  and  his  con- 
certs have  been  received  with 
rapture,  the  critics  have  been 
scorofUl  and  other  musicians 
have  remained  politely  aloof 
The  Australian  pianist's 
British  tour,  which  opened 
last  night  at  the  Royal  Festi- 
val Hall,  is  sold  out.  His  con- 
certs around  the  world,  part 
of  the  Shine  Tour,  have  been 
received  with  standing  ova- 
tions.. He  has  an  assistant 
whose  sole  job  is  to  answer 
fan  man  One  woman  in  New 
Zealand  wrote  to  say  that  his 
recital  helped . her  in  her 
battle  with  cancer. 

One  critic,  however,  wrote 
of  a Helfgott  performance  in 
New  Zealand,  that  it  was  like 
"Beethoven  on  - Prozac”.  In 
Australia  a performance  was 
described  as  “having  all  the 
appeal  of  a freak  show”.  The 
Boston  Globe's  critic  wrote: 
“David  Helfgott  should  not 
have  been  in  Symphony  Hall 
last  night  and  neither  should 
the  zest  of  us.” 

The  recent  parallel  Is  with 
Nigel  Kennedy,  but  while 
some  critics  may  have 
resented  his  popularity  and 
ability  to  cross  over  to  a new 
audience,  there  was  never 
any  doubt  about  his  talent  as 
a musician. 

With  David  Helfgott,  aged 
49.  the  critics  say  his  success 
has  less  to  do  with  his  talent 
than  with,  the  success  of 
Shine,  the  film  of  his  life 
story,  and  the  resulting  ex- 
ploitation of  his  name. 

Shine,  which  wan  Geoffrey 
Rush  an  Oscar  and  a Bafta 
award  for  best  actor,  is  a mov- 
ing biopic.  which  features 


J 


David  Helfgott  rehearsing  at  the  Royal  Festival  Hall  (left)  and  a scene  from  the  film  Shine 

Helfgott  may  not  be  the  I Lloyd  Webber  said  yester- 


John  Gielgud  as  Rush’s  mush 
professor  and  Lynn  Redgravi 
as  his  wife,  Gillian.  The  prod 
igy  is  mistreated  by  a harsl 
father  and  cracks  under  th< 
strain  in'  his  debut  perfor 
mance  of  Rachmaninov  3. 

The  Shoo,  story,  however 
which  the  director  make: 
clear  is  fiction  based  on  a true 
story,  has  provoked  a family 
rift,  as  well  as  confosior 
among  audiences.  It  is  not  al 
ways  clear  at  which  point  fic 
tion  departs  from  fact  Helf 
gotfs  mental  illness  did  not 
suddenly  manifest  itself,  dor 
mg  his  debut  recital  of  the  no 
toriously  difficult  Rachman 
lnov  3 but  evolved  gradually 
Indeed  he  had  already  playec 
the  piece  successfully  in  pub 
lie  before  his  breakdown. 

His  sister  has  objected  tc 
the  portrayal  of  their  fathei 
as  a fierce,  dominating  buDy 
She  says  he  was  a gentle  mar: 
Who  encouraged  and  pro 
tected  the  yoong  David. 

But  film  and  reality  merge 
in  the  larger-than-life  charac- 
ter of  the  real  David  Helfgott 
The  film’s  success  has.  it  is 
argued,  helped  him  to  over- 
come his  Alness  and  return  tc 
the  concert  stage.  Now,  say 
his  supporters,  he  can  claim 
his  rightful  place  as  one  of  the 
greatest  pianists  of  his  age. 

In  the  stuffy  world  of  classi- 
cal music,  however,  his  play- 
ing is  frowned  upon.  “Shape- 
less and  utterly  incoherent," 
wrote  the  Boston  Globe’s 
critic,  “without  phrasing, 
form,  harmonic  understand- 
ing, differentiation  of  style 
and  basic  accuracy." 


David  Brindla,  Social  wE?11-  Notworks 

Sendees  Correspondent  and  seen  m the  US  as  an  ag- 

gressive  advocate  or  for-profit 

_ managed  health  care.  Accord- 

THE  King  s Fund,  the  ing  to  one  insider:  "Many  of 
leading  health  policy  us  feel  strongly  that  it  would 
think-tank,  is  facing  a send  all  the  wrong  signals  for 
leadership  crisis  which  is  the  King’s  Fund  to  bring  in 
highlighting  the  uncertainty  somebody  like  Schaeffer.’’ 
that  exists  over  the  future  di-  Hie  appointment  is  seen  as 
reetton  of  the  NHS.  critical  to  development  of 

Many  of  the  fond’s  200  staff  health  policy  In  Britain.  The 
support  the  appointment  of  fond,  which' is  celebrating  its 
Rabbi  Julia  Neuberger,  the  centenary,  is  highly  infiuen- 
liberal  social  commentator,  tlal  and  produces  authorita- 
as  its  new  chief  executive,  five  health  research.  It  was  a 
But  senior  figures  at  the  ftmd  King’s  Fund  report  on  Lon- 
want  a more  business-ori-  don  hospitals  which  led  to  the 


greatest  pianist  but  be  is  al-  day  he  did  not  want  to  go  to  ented  person  and  prefer  one  last  government’s  decision  to 
most  certainly  the  most  well  the  concert  “I  would  have  of  the  other  two  shortlisted  close  or  merge  some  hospitals, 
known.  His  Rachmaninov  3 wanted  my  interest  in  his  candidates,  both  of  whom  are  The  fund  is  now  working  on 

was  high  in  the  classical  playing  to  be  brought  to  my  male  and  from  North  a report  on  London’s  health 

music  charts  for  several  attention  in  another  way.”  America.  needs,  studies  of  health  in- 
months. and  his  album  Bril-  The  pianist  Stephen  Coombs  One  candidate,  Alan  Wolf-  equalities,  and  ways  to  in- 

Baniasslmo  is  released  today,  said  he  had  no  interest  in  see-  son,  a Canadian  health  econo-  volve  the  public  in  decisions 

His  musical  contemporar-  ing  Heligott  “Critical  judg-  mist,  appears  to  have  with-  about  NHS  services.  It  has  as- 
ies  have  shown  little  interest  men!  has  been  resoundingly  drawn  from  the  race,  so  the  sets  of  £138  million,  but  has 
The  cellist  Julian  Lloyd  Web-  against  him.  I think  it  is  a bit  choice  is  between  Ms  Neu-  just  reported  an  operating 
her  was  at  the  Royal  College  tasteless  in  a way.  T wish  him  berger  and  Len  Schaeffer,  deficit  of  £1.2  million  for  1996. 
of  Music  at  the  same  time  as  no  harm,  but  there  are  so  who  runs  commercial  health  Whoever  becomes  chief  exec- 
Belfgott  but  was  unaware  of  many  concerts  on  that  you  insurance  companies  in  the  utive  can  expect  a salary  of  at 
him  until  Shine.  have  to  choose  carefully.”  US.  He  is  chief  executive  of  least  £90,000. 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 


The  Blair  effect 


France/Socialists  are  making 
‘a  more  social  Europe’  an 
election  issue  as  public  opinion 
puts  victory  within  their  grasp, 
writes  Paul  Webster  in  Paris 


WITH  confidence 
in  an  election 
upset  growing 
on  the  French 
left.  Socialist 
Party  leaders  have  made  it 
clear  that  they  will  demand  a 
complete  revision  of  condi- 
tions for  entry  into  European 
monetary  union  and  will  em- 
phasise fiie  social  conditions. 

“Those  who  accept  the  euro 
without  conditions  ...  in  vio- 
lation of  the  spirit  of  Maas- 
tricht are  the  gravediggers  of 
the  European  idea,”  the  par- 
ty's first  secretary,  Lionel 
Jospin,  said  yesterday  after 
the  rightwing  newspaper  Le 
Figaro  forecast  that  41  per 
cent  of  file  electorate  wanted 
a leftwing  victory  in  the  two 
rounds  of  voting  starting  on 
May  25.  compared  to  39  per 
cent  who  wanted  the  ruling 
rightwing  RPR-UDF  coalition 
to  win.  The  remaining  voters 
were  either  undecided  or 
bached  other  opposition 
parties. 

Although  opinion  polls 
have  shown  a swing  to  the 
Socialists  after  two  weeks  of 


campaigning,  French  elec- 
toral rules.  Including  the 
drawing  of  constituency 
boundaries,  would  still  give  a 
slight  advantage  in  seats  to 
the  right  which  has  more 
than  480  of  the  577  National 
Assembly  seats.  But  a farther 
small  swing,  possibly  as  little 
as  1 or  2 per  cent  in  some  key 
marginals  would  ensure  a 
narrow  electoral  victory  for  a 
leftwing  government,  four 
years  after  a rout  in  parlia- 
mentary polls. 

In  an  interview  with  the 


regional  Telegramme  de 
Brest  newspaper,  Mr  Jospin 
said  France  should  be  giving 
a lead  on  Europe,  implying 
that  Alain  Juppe’s  govern- 
ment was  lamely  following 
. the  Germans. 

The  Socialist  former  prime 
minister,  Laurent  Fabius. 
was  more  explicit  during  a 
radio  broadcast  when  he  said 
that  until  now  the  govera- 
" meat's  only  decision  was  to 
listen  to  the  Germans  and 
“shut  up".  He  added;  “The 
Germans  are  absolutely  deter- 
mined to  have  the  single  cur- 
rency. For  Chancellor  [Hel- 
mut] Kohl  this  is  the  key  to 


everything.  Because  it  cannot 
be  allowed  to  foil,  this  opens 
the  possibility  of  in-depth  dis- 
cussions between  friends.” 

Outlining  Socialist  prior- 
ities. including  education, 
housing  and  tax  reform,  Mr 
Fabius  said  that  one  of  the 
most  urgent  measures  would 
be  rapid  negotiation  on 
Europe.  But  another  party 
leader,  the  former  culture 
minister,  Jack  Lang,  said  it 
was  scandalous  and  insulting 
to  say  that  Mr  Jospin  was 
ready  to  sacrifice  file  higher 
interests  of  Europe  for  an 
electorate  advantage. 

Referring  to  Mr  Juppe's  al- 
legations that  the  Socialist 
Party  leader  bad  cooled  on 
Europe  to  ensure  an  electoral 
partnership  with  the  Euro- 
sceptic Communists,  Mr  Lang 
said  Socialists  wanted  more, 
not  less,  Europe.  This  would 
mean  file  government  taking 
a stronger  economic  line  to 
control  and  inspire  the  Euro- 
pean Central  Bank.  “More 
Europe  mgans  a more  social 
Europe,  a more  technological 
Europe  and  more  Europe  for 
young  people,”  he  added. 

Among  several  leaders  who 
considered  that  a British 
Labour  government  would  be 
a strong  ally  in  bargaining  for 
better  social  conditions,  the 
former  labour  and  employ- 
ment minister  Martine  Aubry 
said  that  Tony  Blair’s  election 
opened  the  way  to  advancing 
a Europe  other  than  a finan- 
cial and  free  market  Europe. 

The  strong  Socialist  show- 
ing In  opinion  polls  has 
forced  the  conservative  coali- 
tion to  reconsider  tactics. 
After  the  Elysee  palace  hinted 
that  Mr  Jupp&  might  not  be 
re-appointed  even  if  the  right 
is  successful,  nampaign  nrgfl- 
nisers  are  encouraging  specu- 
lation on  a possible  successor. 

A clearer  picture  will  prob- 
ably emerge  after  President 
Jacques  Chirac  intervenes  in 
the  election  campaign  tomor- 
row in  the  hope  of  stopping 
the  slide.  To  avoid  too  much, 
controversy,  he  has  decided 
to  restrict  his  first  public 
comments  since  announcing 
the  election  to  a long  article 
in  the  regional  press.to  mark 
the  second  anniversary  of  his 
election  as  president 


Buoyed  by  a swing  in  opinion  polls,  Lionel  Jospin,  the  French  Socialist  Party  leader,  takes  a break  during  election 
campaigning  in  Brittany  yesterday.  He  says  France  should  be  giving  a lead  on  Europe  PHOTOGRAPH:  EMMANUEL  PAM 


Germany/Bitter  infighting  grips 
the  Social  Democrats  who,  arter 
1 5 years  in  opposition,  are 
desperate  to  find  their  own 

messiah,  writes  Ian  Traynor 


THE  New  Labour 
landslide  has  trig- 
gered a po^fr 
struggle  within 
Germany’s  Social 
Democratic  Party  which 
hopes  to  emulate  the  Blair 
triumph,  putting  l«  y**rs> 
of  opposition  to  Chancellor 
Helmut  Eohl  behind  tt  In 
general  elections  next  year. 

But  the  discipline  dis- 
played by  its  British  sister 
party  only  serves  to  high- 
light the  confusion  and  In- 
fighting among  leading 
Social  Democrats  who  can- 
not agree  on  a candidate  to 
run  against  Mr  Kohl. 

Seeking  to  cash  in  on 
Labour's  success,  senior 
SPD  figures  hope  to  meet 
the  newly  appointed  Brit- 
ish Foreign  Secretary.  Rob- 
in Cook,  when  he  visits 
Bonn  tomorrow. 

But  Oskar  Lafontainc. 
the  SPD  leader,  moved  yes- 
terday to  stifle  calls  for  a 
quick  decision  on  who 
should  run  against  Mr  Kohl 
in  the  general  election, 
making  it  plain  that  the 
contest  would  be  settled,  as 
scheduled,  in  April. 

The  prime  minister  of  the 


many's  most  Blair-like  can- 
didate — kept  up  the 
offensive  yesterday  to  ma- 
noeuvre himself  Into  pole 
position  for  the  contest 
with  Mr  Kohl. 


Suggesting  that  he  was 
the  best  bet  to  take  on  the 
Chancellor,  and  aware  that 
he  now  regularly  beats  Mr 
Kohl  In  the  poll  ratings,  Mr 
Schroder  said;  "Helmut 
Kohl  is  a far  more  danger- 
ous opponent  than  John 
Major  was  for  the  Labour 
Party  in  the  Anal  phase  of 
his  government.'’ 

But  Mr  Lafontalne.  a 
strong  contender  for  the 
candidacy,  insisted  that  the 
SPD  nomination  would  be 
decided  a few  months  be- 
fore the  genera!  election, 
probably  in  October  1998. 

In  addition  to  the  person- 
ality contest.  Mr  SchrOder 
is  seeking  to  launch  a mani- 
festo and  policies  war,  mak- 
ing it  plain  that  the  centre- 
left  has  to  recapture  the 


UdbKkw  vu*n  Arum  Mr 
ohl’s  Christian  Demo- 
nts,  and  attract  'better 

mer*“.  _ . 

But  the  different**  h* 
mm  the  SPD  and  Now 
(boor  are  striking.  Wnwe 
rltaln  was  voting 
wursday.  Mr  LafostahM 
icnt  the  May  Day  holiday 
outlay  the  rhetoric  of  the 
rss  war  aiougslda  nnUa» 
sdrrs  at  a workers'  ratty 
Leipzig. 

The  more  opportunistic 
r SchrOder.  who  fat  peptt- 
r with  the  rlrctoratr  if 
a with  his  party  rank- 
id-fllc.  seized  photo  op- 
>rtunit!*A  in  America 
lib  top  businessmen  mtk 
Bill  Gates  of  Microsoft 
id  Boeing  executives, 
skins  clear  the  gulf  vW* 
jt  him  from  Mr  Lafrm- 
me  and  the  parly'* 

adtilonalists. 

Gradually,  the  tide  t* 
min*  in  favour  of  Mr 
bidder.  Senior  party  fig- 
vs  are  calling  for  a quick 
clsipn  on  the  candidacy 
id  demanding  more  butt- 
rss-frlcndly  rtoaotelr 

party  conflicts  have 
simmering  for 
but  the  Bletr  vie 
has  brought  them  to 
boll  — and  Into  the 
i.  Chancellor  Kohl  has 
shrewdly  helped  to  ra- 
the SPD  tension*  by 
iu mring  last  month  bts 
■urination  to  stand  for 
h term, 


many’s  federal  structure 
and  the  way  government  1* 
split  between  Bonn  and  the 
16  states,  both  Mr  Lafon- 
talne and  Mr  Schroder,  m 
prime  minister  of  the  Saar- 
land and  Lower  Saxony,  al- 
ready hold  power  to  some 
degree,  even  though  their 
party  has  been  in  opposi- 
tion since  1962. 

Opinion  polls  this  year 
have  consistently  returned 
a sit m majority  for  the  SPD, 
in  coalition  with  the 
Greens,  over  Mr  Kohl's  co- 
alition of  Christian  Demo- 
crats and  Liberal**. 
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Russia  set  to  sign  Nato  charter 


Ian  Black 
Diplomatic  Editor 


RUSSIA  and  Nato  are 
close  to  final  agreement 
on  a charter  designed 
to  forge  a new  relationship  as 
the  Western  alliance  expands 
eastwards  to  former  Soviet 
satellite  states,  it  was  claimed 
yesterday. 

Speaking  in  Strasbourg,  Rus- 
sia’s foreign  minister.  Yevgeny 
Primakov,  said  be  hoped  a 
draft  could  be  finalised  in  a 
meeting  today  with  the  Nato 
secretarygeneral,  Javier  So- 
lans. "I  want  this  meeting  to 
be  the  last  one  and  to  enable  us 
to  sign  [a  Nato-Russia  agree- 
ment] on  May  37,”  he  said. 
“The  possibility  of  signing  the 
document  will  be  totally 
cleared  up  tomorrow.” 

The  Nato-Russia  charter  is 
a vital  part  of  a long-running 
effort  to  redraw  the  strategic 
map  by  admitting  former 


communist  countries  to  Nato 
white  reassuring  a nervous 
Moscow  that  the  alliance  has 
abandoned  its  cold  war  rule. 

British  officials  say  that  the 
Initiative,  which  is  being 
driven  by  the  United  States, 
has  been  a top  priority  for  the 
new  Foreign  Secretary,  Robin 
Cook,  in  his  first  few  days  in 
office. 

Amid  suspicions  that  Rus- 
sia might  be  preparing  to 
blame  Nato  for  deadlock,  dip- 
lomats said  there  were  still 
significant  differences  be- 
tween the  two  sides,  who  have 
been  in  intensive  negotia- 
tions for  months.  Some  pro- 
gress was  reportedly  made  at 
talks  in  Moscow  last  week  be- 
tween Mr  Primakov  and  the 
US  secretary  of  state,  Made- 
leine Albright,  but  Nato  itself 
has  not  said  whether  the  May 
27  target  date  can  be  met. 

The  charter  will  set  up  a 
joint  council  with  Russia,  giv- 
ing Moscow  a voice,  but  not  a 


veto,  in  important  decisions 
affecting  its  security  interests 
in  Europe.  But  Russia  still 
wants  binding  guarantees 
that  Nato  will  not  move  nu- 
clear or  conventional  forces 
into  new  members'  territory. 

Nato  says  it  has  no  “inten- 
tion, plan  or  reason"  to  de- 
ploy nuclear  arms  or  "sub- 
stantial” conventional  forces 
beyond  the  old  “iron  curtain” 
but  is  reluctant  to  be  tied 
down  legally. 

By  publicly  raising  expecta- 
tions of  imminent  agreement. 
Mr  Primakov  may  be  trying 
to  pressurise  Nato  into  mak- 
ing further  clarifications,  de- 
spite the  alliance's  insistence 
that  the  US  has  reached  its 
bottom  line. 

Nato's  likely  new  members 
are  Poland,  Hungary  and  the 
Czech  Republic,  with  a second 
tier  comprising  Romania  and 
Slovenia. 

The  successful  candidates 
are  to  be  invited  to  start  talks 


on  accession  at  a special  sum- 
mit in  Madrid  attended  by 
Presidents  Bill  Clinton  aw 
Boris  Yeltsin  in  early  July. 
Nato  says  the  summit  wiRgo 
ahead  whether  the  charter  fe 
completed  or  not,  but 
dearly  be  better  if  It 
ready. 

Another  outstanding  prob- 
lem is  the  inconclusive  state 
of  talks  on  amending  the  odd 
war-ero  Conventional  Foveas 
in  Europe  treaty,  which' lim- 
its numbers  of  weapons  and 
where  they  can  be  deployed. 
Nato  wants  to  scrap  group 
ceilings  for  force  levels  in 
favour  of  pure]}-  national  ceil- 
ings. but  Russia  waote  jo 
retain  them. 

• The  Italian  prime  minister, 
Romano  Prodf.  yesterday 
pledged  Rome's  firm  support 
for  Romania's  goal  of  early 
admission  to  Nato,  "We  want 
Nato  to  expand  not  only  to  the 
north,  but  also  to  the  south  of 
Europe,'*  he  said. 


World  news  in  brief 


Clinton  visits 
Mexico  City 

ILL  Clinton  last  night  be- 
'came  foe  first  serving  US 
president  in  almost  20  years 
to  set  foot  in  Mexico  City, 
writes  Phil  Gunson. 

Before  a three-country 
visit  Mr  Clinton  spoke  in  up- 
beat terms  of  the  promise  of 
“a  new  partnership”. 

But  there  are  many  among 
the  president’s  advisers  who 
see  Latin  America  as  offering 
only  banana  skins,  and  in  his 
first  term  Mr  Clinton  virtu- 
ally ignored  it 
President  Ernesto  Zedillo 
has  every  reason  to  be  grate- 
ful to  President  Clinton, 
whose  co-ordination  of  a $50 
billion  (£31  billion)  bailout  of 
Mexico  just  weeks  after  the 
former’s  lnaugnration  un- 
doubtedly prevented  eco- 
nomic meltdown. 

Felipe  Calder6n,  leader  of 

the  conservative  National 

Action  Party,  is  to  be  granted 
a meeting  with  Mr  Clinton, 
along  with  Andres  Manuel 
L6pez  Obrador  oTthe  leftwing 
Party  of  the  Democratic  Revo- 
lution — a first  in  a country 
whose  ruling  party  has  held 
power  for  almost  to  years 
Tomorrow,  Mr  Clinton  will 
move  on  to  Costa  Rica.  He 
will  then  travel  to  Barbados 


Masked  men 
storm  station 

Masked  men  attacked  a Cam- 
bodian television  station  with 
grenades  and  rifles,  killing 
one  journalist  and  wounding 
another  and  a guard. 

The  police  chief  in  Slhan- 
oukville,  115  miles  south-west 
of  Phnom  Penh,  said  yester- 
day he  believed  foe  attack 
was  politicaL — AP. 

Secret  ingredient 

A cake  delivered  to  foe  house 
in  Chelyabinsk  of  a Russian 
oil  company  executive  was 
found  to  have  a live  grenade 
inside,  Itar-Tass  reported  yes- 
terday. Police  defused  Uie  gre- 
nade, which  was  accompanied 
by  a threatening  message  to 
the  Lukoil  employee.  — AP. 

Guerrilla  dead 

The  leader  of  Harkat-ul- 
Ansar,  a guerrilla  group 
which  India  has  accused  of  in- 
volvement in  the  kidnappings 
of  four  Western  tourists,  in- 
cluding two  Britons,  in  Kash- 
mir was  yesterday  killed  in  a 
shoot-out  with  members  of 
the  paramilitary  Border  Secu- 
rity Force  (BSF),  a BSF  offi- 
cial said.  — Reuter. 

Burundians  shot 

Sixty-one  suspected  members 
of  Burundi's  rebel  National 


Council  for  the  Defence  of  De- 
mocracy have  been  admitted 
to  a Tanzanian  hospital  with 
bullet  wounds,  an  indepen- 
dent newspaper  reported  yes- 
terday. — AP. 


At  least  14  people  died  in 
overnight  fighting  in  north- 
ern Sierra  Leone  between  the 
army  and  a hunters'  militia, 
military  authorities  said  yes- 
terday. The  army  chief  of 
staff.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Max 
Kanga,  said  hundreds  or  hunt- 
ere  had  attacked  tho  niain 
military  base  in  the  north  at 
Camp  Charlie.  — - Reuter. 

Warrant  issued 

Cbechenia  has  issued  an  ar- 
rest warrant  for  radical  com- 
mander Salman  Raduyev 
after  he  claimed  responsi- 
bility for  two  bomb  attacks  in 
southern  Russia,  Itar-Tass 
reported  yesterday.  The  au- 
thorities, however,  do  not 
think  he  was  behind  the 
blasts  and  blame  Russian 
agents. — Reuter. 

Heston  standing 

After  his  landslide  election  to 
foe  National  Rifle  Association 
board,  American  actor  Chari- 
ton  Heston  Is  now  running  for 
the  position  of  first  vice-presi- 
dent or  foe  body,  against  a 
critic  of  the  group's  leader- 
ship.—AP. 


Marx  rememb+rad 

Vietnam  marked  the  179th 
birthday  of  Karl  Marx,  halt 
ing  him  yesterday  a*  a shin- 
ing beacon  for  the  wodd's  op- 
pressed. A raft  of 
commentaries  In  official  daV 
Ues  heaped  praise  on  Mane 
and  said  the  collapse  com- 
munism in  eastern  bloc 
countries  resulted  from  a foil 
urc  to  apply  Marxist  thought 
properly.  — Reuter, 
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or  better  yet- to  switch  to  the 
rtpd  aHe  when  the  signal  is 

LORENCE  etffl  does-  ^ ^ young 

not  know  why  the  The  Infiltrators  hooe  to  los* 
_gecial.  Presidential  themselves  amai«foe  five 

for  mflUcm  residents  of  Zaire’s 

J!5*  • hustling  capitaL 

stay-  But  even  thouSTfhe^  is 
auP^s  tense  In  one  great  sympathy  for  the  rebel 

r«  a *w  <tays  mg  eyes  and  Informer 
hnr^rtn^Rnf^f  ino^edat  A strange  face  arriving  at  a 

^ hnz^t  tense  attracts  hmocentques- 

nes.thal^n  Innocent  remark  tloos  Cram  friendly  neleh- 

matte^ljy  someone  on  the  ^ 

street^prpbably  cost  the  19- 
year-oM  Student  his  life, 

On^ardly,  - Kinshasa 


His  motives  were 
iSibu^krf  a I notsinister/That,s 


Th^ls^few  sJtoS  on^ae  what  the  troops 
fetJvWe^-  wanted  to  hear 

that  fi^TmiUtary  is  preparing  • ; 

any  defence.  Almost  every-  boors  looking  for  something 
orffi,  npparm^  includiiig  the  new  to  talk  about  Before  long 
army  high  command,  has  con-  word  spreads  to  the  local  civil 
eededthe inevitability  of  Lau-  guard  and  beyond.  Pew 
vlcUuy:  ■ people' are  as  axuHxyinons  in 

The  knock  at  Florence's  Kinshasa  as  they  might  think 
door  on  Saturday  exposed  the  But  Fdicien’s  motives  ware 
gradual  disintegration  of  Kin-  not  sinister.  Florence  says  he 
shasaV  always  shaky  secu-  was  at  her  bouse  to  look  for 
rity.  Her  house  m Mont-Nga-  work  because  the  war  cut 
fhla  is  reached  via  a series  of  short  his  ’university  studies 
windings  backstreets.  The  But  that  is  not  what  the  sod- 
potholes  are  not  too  severe  be-  diers  wanted  to  hear, 
cause  the  road  was  never  They  ordered  Felicien  to 
paved,  but  the"  rains  have  set  strip.  One  <tf  them  kicked  him 
a river  running  through  the  in  the  testicles  as  the  young 
stteei-  man  squirmed  in  the  comer. 

Florence  opened  the  door  to  Another  pulled  out  a bayonet 
three  soldiers  who  said  they  and  slashed  Felicien ’s  free, 
were  looking  for  her  nephew,  arms  and  chest 
They  had- heard  he  was  new  .The  torture  and  intezroga- 
in  town.’  y Hon  went  on  for  nearly  an 

Bhe  recognised  them  as  hour  while  the  soldiers  ran- 
members  of  foe  Special  Presi-  sacked  his  roam  looking  for 
dential  Division  (DSP).  All  evidence  of  a rebel  connec- 
were  drunk.  The  DSP  is  foe  tion.  They  found  nothing 
supposed  elite  of  President  more  suspicious  than  news- 
Mobutu  Sese  Seko’s  ragged  papers  sympathetic  to  the  in- 
army. But- that  has-  not  made  surrection  which  are-  openly 
it  a better  force  in  confront-  sold  on  Kinshasa's  streets, 
fog  foe  rebels;  The  DSP  has  Their  exertions  left  the  sol- 
turaed  Slid  rim'  Eke^  most  of  diers  thirsty.  They  shouted 
foe  rest  offoe  military.  for  beer,'  but  Florence  only 

As  Felicien  walked  into  foe  bad  two  bottles  to  hand.  She 
room,  one  of  the  -soldiers  quickly  handed  them  over, 
grabbed  him  by  foe  neck  and  but  she  knew  they  would  not 
flung  him  to  foe  ground.  The  he  enough, 
three  men  kicked  him  in  foe  .“I  ran  to  my  neighbour's  to 
head  until  blood  streamed  ask  if  she  had  beer.  I thought 
from  his  nose  and  torn  skin.  . that  if  we  gave  them  lots  of 
Florence  was  immobilised  by  beer  they  might  take  itand-go 
fear.  ' away.  But  onp  of  the  soldiers 

“They  were  screaming  at  followed  me.  I think  he  was 
him:  ‘Whydid  you  come  here?  interested  In  me.  But  then  he 
Where  did  you  ;*ome''from?  saw7  my -neighbour.  She  is 
Why  -are  -yoa  b6te$yfog:£Mr  much  younger'  fod&'mef  and 
country  tofhofeeTufcsifo?  Why  WtoMmeto  goaway.'Ididnt 
are  you  ' betraying  your  ^want  to  leave  her  house.  She 
country  to  foe  . Americans?  -was  atone  except  for  her  chil- 
You  are  an  infiltrator’ she  drm  and  they  are  very  young, 
said.  He  hit  me  ahd  screamed  that  I 

Before  Mr  Kabila’s  insur-  must  go.  He  raped  her.”  she 
gents  have  taken  cities,  they  said. 

have  sent- infiltrators  to.  The  neighbour  has  since 
spread  foe  word  among  gov-  fled  with  her  husband,  terri- 
er rime  nt  soldiers  that  it  fled  that:  foe.  soldiers  prill 
would  be  sensible  not  to  fight,,  return,  j 4 


It  did  not  take  long  for  the 
disturbance  to  attract  atten- 
tion from  foe  rest  of  the 
street.  Many  of  foe  young 
men  were  quick  to  t«twh  on  to 
the  danger.  Some  thought  the 
soldiers  were  there  as  a press 
gang  for  the  anny,  which  is 
not  surprisingly  shut  of  vol- 
unteers. Others  recognised  it 
for  what  it  was.  Quietly  they 
slipped  away. 

No  one  would  intervene  di- 
rectly but  several  people  tried 
to  find  help.  Some  knew  regu- 
lar soldiers  and  sent  word  of 
the  problem.  Perhaps  the 
army  would  intervene.  But  no 
one  came. 

The  DSP  troops  grew  rest- 
less. Perhaps  they  sensed  the 
rising  hostility  outside  foe 
house.  They  began  snatching 
Florence’s  property  — her 
television,  radio  and  hag  _ 
and  smashed  up  tha  living 
room. 

Then  they  grabbed  Felicien 
and  dragged  the  battered 
youth  out  the  door,  waving 
their  guns  at  the  fleeing 
onlookers. 

Florence  begged  tbom  to 
leave  her  nephew  behind.  The 
soldiers  took  no  notice,  ffhe 
has  not  seen  him  since-. 
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dropped  off 
metres  from 
bodies 


THE  bodies  of  91  refugees 
killed  in  a train  stam- 
pede on  Sunday  lie  nnbnr- 
ied  in  Kisangani.  Yesterday 
rebels  sent  a convoy  of 
trucks  to  drop  off  more 


the  corpses. 


Officials  from  the  United 
Nations  High  Commis- 
sioner for  Refugees 
(UNHCR)  received  no 
notice  of  foe  new  convoy's 
arrival  in  Kisangani  In 
north-eastern  Zaire  and 
criticised  rebel  authorities 


for  their  lack  of  co-opera- 
tion In  the  repatriation  of 
the  Hutu  refugees.  "This  is 
simply  ridiculous,*’  said  a 
senior  aid  official. 

But  some  UN  officials, 
who  declined  to  be  identi- 
fied. said  the  UNHCR 


should  share  some  blame 
with  Tutsi-dominated 
rebels  for  Sunday's  deaths, 
saying  both  were  in  too 
much  of  a rush  to  move 
refugees  from  a camp  at 
Biaro,  25  miles  south  of  Ki- 
sangani. — Reuter. 


Hong  Kong:  The  countdown 


Tung  pleads 
for  unify 
with  Britain 


on  handover 


in  Hong  Kong 


News  In  brief 


Iran  paper  accuses  British 
diplomat  of  being  a spy 


■BRITAIN’S  top  diplomat  in 
Drehran  has  been  accused 
of  being  a spy.  Jeffrey  James, 
the  charge  d'affaires  at  foe 
British  embassy  in  Tehran, 
was  - named  by  a hardline 
Iranian  newspaper  which 
quoted  an  unnamed  French 
diplomat  who  claimed  Mr 
James  was  a member  of  MB. 

An  anonymous  source  in 
Tehran  said  Iranian  officials 
were  investigating  and  it  was 
possible  that  Iran  would  expel 
a British  diplomat  as  persona 
non  grata. . UK  officials  tn 


Tehran  were  not  available  to 
comment. 

The  charges  came  amid  a 
diplomatic  row  between  Iran 
and  foe  European  Union  after 
a German  court  blamed 
Tehran  leaders  for  foe  1992 
killings  cf  Kurdish  dissidents 
in  Berlin.  

Mr  James  was  among  EU 
ttmmya  recalled  for  consulta- 
tions after  the  April  10  ver- 
dict Tehran  has  said  it  wjQl 
not  allow  foe  firman  ambas- 
sador to  return  to  Iran  for  foe 
■rtmo  being. — Reuter. 


China  offers 
Iraq  support 

CHINA  wants  to  see  an  end 
to  United  Nations  sane- 
tions  against  Iraq,  as  soon  as 
possible,  foe  foreign  minister, 
Qian  Qkhen,  told  foe  visiting 
Iraqi  deputy  (prime  minister, 
Tarlq  Asia,  in  Beijing 
yesterday.  ' 

President  Jiang  Zemin  also 
met  Mr  Aziz  and  told  him  that 
contact  .between  Chinese  and 
Iraqi  leaders  was  conducive 
to  enhancing  understanding 
and  co-operation.  Mr  Jiang 
expressed  sympathy  for  foe 
Iraqi  people  In  their  suffering 
under  .sphctioiis,  the  official 
Xinhuaaews  agency  said. 

The  Tgfefrt  was  aimed  at  fos- 
terln&swpoit  on  the  UN  Se- 
purlty^tounciL  diplomats 
gaMU 


Push  to  revive 
peace  talks 

i "FFOBTS  to  revive  Middle 
tEast  peace  talks  have  been 
stepped  up  as  the  Israeli  presi- 
dent, Ezer  Weizman,  prepares 
to  meet  foe  Palestinian  leader, 
Yasser  Arafat,  tonight,  writes 
Shyam  Bhatia  in  Jerusalem. 

Egypt’s  president,  Hosni 
Mubarak,  will  seek  backing 
for  a regional  mintsummit' 
from  foe  US,  whose  special  en- 
voy, Dennis  Ross,  is  due  to  ar- 
rive tomorrow,  while  Jor- 
dan’s Prince  Hassan  should 
raise  fhe  Issue  withthc  Israeli 
prime  minister  in  a meeting 
this  afternoon.  _ , 

Meanwhile,  Mr  Arafat’s 
m^naafiot  has  announced 
that  foe  death  penalty  will  be 
jnopo^ed  on.  anyone  convicted 

of  selling  land  to  Israelis. 


Mime  that  a woman 
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there  is 


for  all  of  us 


THE  shipping  tycoon 
who  will  role  Hong 
Kong  when  it  - is 
handed  over  to  China 
yesterday  called  for  a “change 
of  direction”  in  British  policy 
towards  its  last  big  colony, 
urging  foe  hew  Labour  gov- 
ernment to  end  foe  rancour 
created  under  the  governor, 
Chris  Pattern  a Conservative 
Party  appointee. 

Tung  Chee-hwa,  a Liver- 
pool-educated  plutocrat  cho- 
sen by  Beijing  to  succeed  Mr 
Fatten  bn  July  1,  said  he  had 
hhnftoTf  donated  money  to  the 
Conservative  Party  in  foe 
past  but  blamed  John  Major's 
former  government  for  a 
“very  unfortunate”  shift  in 
policy  towards  Hong  Kong 
and  China.  ■ - 
Mr  Tung,  who  is  known  to 
have  donated  at  least  £50/100  to 
the  Conservatives  before  foe 
1992  election,  was  vague  about 
his  total  contribution.  *3n  foe 
aid  days  when  I was  the  chair- 
man wnfl  chief  executive  of  a 
very  large  international  con- 
cern with . . .very large  invest- 
ments in  the  UK,  we  were 
called  upon  to  make  donations 
to  foe  governing  party  and  we 
did  that.  We  felt  it  was  Impor- 
tant that  these  donations  be 
made  and  we  did  that” 

Mr  Tung  now  wants  to  ban 
Hong  Kong’s  own  political 
groups  from  seeking  funds 
abroad.  “We  are  too  small  and 
weare  very  vulnerable.” 

In  his  first  interview  with 
British  reporters  since  his  ap- 
pointment in  December  as 
Hong  Kong's  ftrture  chief  ex- 
ecutive, the  Shanghai-bom 
millionaire  displayed  foe  so- 
mersaulting loyalties  cf  many 
Hong  Kong  tycoons.  He  can- 


Cook  backs  . 
governor  - 

ROBIN  Cook,  the  Foreign 
^■Secretary,  yesterday 
promised  continuity  of  pol- 
icy in  Hong  Kong  and  ex- 
pressed determination  to 
ensure  a successful  transi- 
tion. to  Chinese  ride,  writes 
Tan  Black,  Diplomatic  Editor. 

Signalling  the  high  prioz^ 
ity  the  new  Government  at- 
taches to  the  colony,  Mr 
Cook  telephoned  the  gover- 
nor, Chris  Patten,  and  ex- 
pressed confidence  in  him. 

Mr  Cook,  due  to  attend 
the  handover  ceremony  on 
June  30,  said  in  a statement 
intended  to  allay  fears  of  a 
change:  “The  Government 
is-  fully  committed  to  the 
well-being  of  Hong  Kong,  in 
particular  the  rule  of  law 
and  the  rights  and 
doms  enjoyed  there  now.” 


braced  both  the  Labour  Party 
and  members  of  Hang  Kong's 
underground  — and  techni- 
cally Illegal  — Chinese  Com- 
munist Party. 

He  said  Hong  Kong’s  secret 
communists  were  “good 
people”  and  it  did  not  matter 
whether,  as  is  widely  be- 
lieved, they  included  mem- 
bers of  his  executive  council, 
an  inner  circle  of  advisers 

rftBftirtKlfng  a cahinet 

“There  are  no  . members  of 
fhp  Communist  Party  in  my 
executive  council  but  if  there 
are  I would  not  be . too  con- 
cerned because  I judge  a per- 
son by  their  qualities,  by 

flip  lr  HdMflffflrtnn  tn  TTnng  gppg 

". . . The  days  are  gone  of  put- 
ting labels  on  people  like  this. 
I don't  think  it  is  right” 

The- Chinese  Communist 


Tung  Chee-hwa,  who  donated  money  to  the  Conservatives  but  now  accuses  them  of  an  "unfortunate”  policy  shift 


Party  operates  under  the 
guise  cf  a body  called  the 
Work  Committee,  a clandes- 
tine organisation  set  up  dur- 
ing China's  civil  war  and 
which  still  regards  Hong 
Kong  as  unliberated  "white 
territory”.  What  its  status 
wm  be  after  July  1 is  unclear. 

Xu  Jiatun,  the  former  head 
of  this  secret  party  apparatus, 
who  defected  to  the  United 
States  after  the  1989  Tianan- 
men Square  massacre,  told  a 
Hong  Kong  magazine.  The 
Nineties,  this  week:  ‘This 
problem  is  very  difficult  to 
resolve  but  it  must  be  solved 
and  must  be  solved  publicly 
to  remove  unease.” 

Widely  criticised  for  pro- 
posals that  would  restrict  pro- 
tests and  other  recently  ex- 
panded civil  liberties,  .Mr 


Tung  denied  wanting  to  stifle 
dissent  but  suggested  that 
pro-democracy  groups  refrain 
from  demonstrations  planned 
for  foe  handover. 

“People  must  observe  the 
law.  Nobody  should  he  an  ex- 
ception. I would  hope  that 
come  July  l or  2 — a tremen- 
dously happy  event  in  Hong 
Kong  — we  can  all  work 
together  rather  than  tearing 
each  other  apart” 

A resident  of  Britain  and 
foe  United  States  in  foe  1960s 
and  70s,  he  said  he  had  wit- 
nessed foe  perils  of  permis- 
sive societies  and  wanted  to 
protect  Hong  Kong. 

With  only  56  days  left  until 
Britain  pulls  down  the  flag. 
Mr  Tung  urged  the  Labour 
government  to  ditch  policy 
that  has  put  London  at.  odds 


with  Beijing  over  Hong 
Kong’s  legislature,  proposed 
legal  reforms  and  a host  of 
other  issues.  "I  sincerely 
hope  that  with  the  new 
Labour  government  there  will 
be  a change  of  direction  and 
foe  relationship  will  start  to 
improve,”  he  said. 

Chlna.  routinely  hurls 
abuse  at  Mr  Patten.  He  was 
pilloried  as  a "whore”  and 
“tango  dancer”  after  he  intro- 
duced modest  political 
reforms  in  1993  and  is  still 
referred  to  in  Beijing-funded 
newspapers  as  “Fatty 
Patten”. 

But  foe  new  Foreign  Secre- 
tary. Robin  Cook,  has  already 
ruled  out  replacing  the  for- 
mer Conservative  Party 
chairman  as  Britain’s  28th 
and  last  governor.  Mr  Patten 


is  due  to  visit  London  later 
this  month  to  brief  foe  Gov- 
ernment on  foe  last  rancor- 
ous days  of  British  rule. 

“1  still  hope  the  Labour  gov- 
ernment will  look  at  the  whole 
issue  in  a much  more  macro 
way  and  look  at  the  long-term 
relationship  between  Hong 
Kong  and  Britain,  and  also 
China  and  Britain,”  said  Mr 
Tung.  T think  the  important 
thing  now  is  to  put  behind  [us] 
all  the  arguments  and  say 
’let’s  sit  down’.” 

He  wants  Britain  to  co-oper- 
ate with  a so-called  “provi- 
sional” legislature  hand- 
picked by  Beijing  to  replace 
foe  legislative  council,  elected 
under  Mr  Patten's  reforms. 
The  new  assembly  has  had  to 
meet  furtively  across  the  bor- 
der in  Shenzhen. 


Southern 
courtesy 
dies  in  the 
fast  lane 


in  Atlanta 


■■  VEN  if  death  itself 
Eneeded  to  pass  by.  South- 
erners would  say,  “After  you” . 

For  as  long  as  there  have 
beat  cars,  it  has  been  a tradi- 
tion in  the  South  for  drivers  to 
pun  over,  or  at  least  stop,  when 
they  see  a funeral  procession 
approaching. 

Then  is  no  written  law  for 
this.  It  is  just  what  the  people 
with  manners  do.  They  do  not 
let  a door  slam.  When  a hearse 

and  its  train-  cf-  grief  comes 
into  view,  they  puR  over. 

But  that  tradition,  bam  in  a 
time  of  dirt  roads  and  fufteer^ 
vice  petrol  stations,  of  Pack- 
aids,  Kaisers  and  Studebakers, 
is  bffPiptog  obsolete.  It  sur- 
vives only  in  the  litfife  towns, 
and  in  a flaw  inner-city  neigh- 
bourhoods. Increasingly, 
Anvers  are  unwilling  to  give 
foe  right  of  way. 


Port  Moresby  terrorised  by  gangs 


Seth  Mydans  reports  on  the 
rascals  of  Papua  New  Guinea 


I ONBUN  is  a rascal  He 
I-  has  been  one  for  most 
| of  his  life  and,  at  foe 
kaaage  of  27,  he  says  he 
will  probably  always  be  one. 

Papua  New  Guinea’s  tropi- 
cal capital  byiite  foe  blue 
Coral  Sea  is  full  of  rascals  — 
the  local  name  tor  the  young 
criminals  terrorising  local 
and  foreign  residents. 

Ah  influx  of  unemployed 
migrants,  a faltering  economy 
and  the  breakdown  of  many 
government  services  have 
contributed  to  an  epidemic  of 
assaults,  burglaries,  car- 
jackings and  gang  rapes  in 
the  past  io  years. 

People  live  in  a constant 
state  of  alert,  fortifying  their 
homes  like -bunkers  with 
guards,  walls  enA  razor  wire. 
There  is  a curfew  from  10pm 


mrtfl  dawn,  shutting  off  night- 
life for  the  city’s  almost 
SOOJUO  residents. 

.It  feels  like  lightning  strik- 
ing all  around.”  a Western 
diplomat  said.  And,  although 
no  reliable  crime  statistics 
have  been  tallied.  Another 

diplomat  advised:  The  safest 
thing  is  to  go  inside  and  lock 
your  door  and  stay  there." 

Tve  been  robbed  a few 
times,”  said  John  Renaud,  an 
Australian  who  teaches  at  foe 
University  of  Papua  New 
Guinea.  Tve  had  my  head 
cut  open.  Tve  been  stabbed 
once.. I think  I'm  feiriy  aver- 
age. One  takes  precautions 
and  goes  on  with  life.”  - 

The  attackers  are  people 
like  Lonbun,  a leader  of  foe 
”13  Casino”  gang  that  in- 
cludes about  100  young  men 


in  foe  ramshackle  Hohola 
area  of  foe  city. 

His  specialities  are  armed 
robbery  and  carjacking  and 
he  considers  himgpW  a profes- 
sional in  avoiding  foe  vio- 
lence used  by  younger  mem- 
bers, known  as  "up-and- 
comers". 

"Normally  for  most  of  us 
it’s  a profession,  it's  a job,”  he 
said.  Violence  was  used  only 
when  people  resisted,  but  “for 
foe  young  ones,  it's  Just  fun. 
It's  like  a game.” 

Lonbun  was  an  up- and- 
comer  himself  once.  He  was 
first  arrested  at  18  for  armed 
robbery  and  assault.  “I 
robbed  a foreigner  and 
chopped  his  right  hand  off” 
he  said. 

“If  I want  my  demand  to 
happen  In  a minute  it 
shouldn’t  t-airp  two  minutes.” 

Lnnhim  spent  two  years  In 
juvenile  detention  for  that 
crime,  but  he  said  all  charges 
Against  him  since  then  had 


been  dismissed  for  lack  of 
evidence. 

He  is  careful  not  to  commit' 
crimes  in  his  home  settle- 
ment where  with  his  wife 
and  three  children  he  is  ac- 
cepted as  a member  of  foe 
community. 

Port  Moresby  was  not  al- 
ways so  dangerous,  but  a 
strain  of  violence  does  run 
through  traditional  society, 
with  violent  "payback”  a cul- 
tural norm.  It  is  understood 
in  Papua  New  Guinea  that 
any  driver  involved  in  an  ac- 
cident must  drive  off  or  risk 
being  killed  as  a payback. 

Paybacks  can  be  aimed  at 
any  member  of  a rival's  dan. 
causing  apparently  random 
violence.  A recent  domestic 
killing  in  foe  Southern  High- 
lands town  of  Tail,  for  exam- 
ple, has  set  off  a small  war 
between  two  tribes. 

“People  here  are  hunting 
each  other  as  they  would  for 
animals,”  or  as  if  they  are 


animals  themselves said  the 
local  police  inspector.  Frank 
Games. 

“They  are  just  observing 
each  other  and  once  they  find 
their  enemy  they  will  kill 
him." 

Perhaps  the  most  horrific 
aspect  of  foe  violence  is  the 
prevalence  of  mass  rape. 
Women  have  traditionally 
had  low  status  and  have  been 
traded  as  commodities  in 
Papua  New  Guinea,  and  now 
they  seem  to  have  become  an 
outlet  for  the  frustrations  of 
aimless  young  men. 

According  to  some  esti- 
mates, as  many  as  90  per  cent 
of  foe  young  men  in  Port 
Moresby  have  no  job. 

When  a small  bus  was  held 
up  on  a rural  road  last  month, 
10  young  women  aged  from  15 
to  21  — all  members  of  a 
church  group  — were  dragged 
into  foe  bushes  and  raped, 
local  papers  reported.  — New 
York  Times. 
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Once  more  into  Europe 

Labour’s  new  positive  attitude  does  have  a limit 


IT  IS  appropriate  that  the  member  of 
the  new  Labour  government  who  has 
been  quickest  into  his  stride  has  been 
Robin  Cook  at  the  Foreign  Office,  it  is 

similarly  fitting  that  the  area  of  policy 

in  which  Labour  has  moved  most  con- 
spicuously on  to  a new  agenda  has  been 
the  biggest  one  on  Mr  Cook's  plate, 
Europe.  The  Conservative  government 
became  simultaneously  obsessed  with 

and  paralysed  by  Europe,  and  Labour 
needs  to  break  completely  with  that 
unworkable  inheritance.  It  will  not  do 
-that  by  seamless  stealth,  but  by  pub- 
licly marking  what  Mr  Cook  has  rightly 
called  a fresh  start  for  Britain  in 
Europe. 

The  first  task  for  Mr  Cook  and  the 
new  minister  for  Europe  Doug  Hender- 
son, who  is  a smart  fellow,  is  to  show 
the  world  that  Britain  intends  to  be 
partnership  minded  in  Europe.  There  is 
no  better  way  of  doing  that  than  by 
signing  up  to  the  social  chapter  of  the 
Maastricht  Treaty,  and  doing  so  for 
positive  rather  than  negative  reasons. 
The  only  people  who  disagree  are  those, 
like  the  Conservative  ideologues,  who 
want  the  advantages  of  the  single  mar- 
ket to  be  reserved  for  employers  and 
not  shared  with  their  workers.  But  a 
chapter  which  ensures  effective  consul- 
tation rights  and  (unpaid)  parental 
leave  — neither  of  which  is  guaranteed 
in  this  country  — is  nothing  to  apolo- 
gise for.  British  acceptance  of  the  social 
chapter  will  send  a message  that  the 
new  government  is  different,  both  as  a 
European  partner  and  as  a defender  of 
domestic  fairness. 

But  not  that  different  Labour  must 
be  pro-European,  but  it  must  not  de- 
ceive itself  that  a positive  attitude  will 
ensure  that  the  Franco-German  Euro- 
pean unification  project  will  come 
gently  to  a halt  That  will  not  happen 
without  skill,  luck,  allies  and  favour- 
able circumstances,  and  the  hardest 
task  facing  Labour  in  Europe  will  be  to 


try  to  slow  the  progress  to  unification 

while  continuing  to  be  treated  as  an 
ally  not  an  enemy  within.  The  new 
government  must  not  overreach  itself 
to  conclude  agreements  or  make  com- 
promises which  put  important  British 
interests  at  risk,  but  it  has  to  insinuate 
itself  Into  the  European  political  equa- 
tion more  effectively  than  the  Tories 
did.  The  big  early  test  will  come  in  the 
conclusions  of  the  inter-governmental 
conference  on  European  Union  struc- 
tures at  Amsterdam  nest  month  and  at 
the  pre-Amsterdam  summit  in  three 
weeks  time.  Beyond  that  looms  the 
single  currency,  the  biggest  test  of  Brit- 
ain's longterm  interest  Having  said  yes 
over  the  social  chapter,  however,  Mr 
Cook  is  going  to  have  to  continue  to  say 
no  over  border  controls  at  Amsterdam, 
because  the  Dutch  presidency's  propos- 
als are  inappropriate  for  Britain  and 
politically  unsellable  here. 

Yet  the  longterm  European  challenge 
for  Mr  Cook  is  not  about  policies, 
important  though  the  policies  are.  The 
longterm  domestic  challenge  is  to 
recapture  the  European  argument  from 
what  remains  of  Conservative  England. 
Labour  needs  a strategy  to  turn  this 
country’s  face  towards  Europe  again, 
both  in  general  and  so  that  if  the  single 
currency  eventually  became  a neces- 
sary policy  goal  for  Britain  it  would  be 
possible  to  win  a referendum  on  the 
subject  The  great  fear  over  Europe  is 
not  that  Labour  is  unwilling  to  play  a 
positive  role  within  the  kind  of  Euro- 
pean Union  that  is  evolving.  Its  willing- 
ness to  do  that  is  self-evident  The  fear 
is  that  ultimately  Labour  will  flinch 
from  offending  the  right-wing  press 
whose  support  Mr  Blair  regards  as 
having  been  crucial  in  the  election 
victory.  Mr  Cook  and  Mr  Henderson 
must  therefore  build  a strategy  which 
will  ensure  that  Rupert  Murdoch’s  bluff 
can  be  called.  The  opportunity  exists 
and  there  is  no  time  to  waste. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Theparty  Mr  Blair:  action  this  day, 


. . . but  no  fudging  human  rights 

Labour  should  incorporate  the  Bill  in  the  Queen’s  Speech 


LESS  THAN  one  year  ago.  Jack  Straw 
wrote  an  impassioned  piece  in  our 
columns  about  secrecy  and  unaccount- 
able government  He  pledged  a new 
Labour  government  would  incorporate 
the  European  Convention  on  Human 
Rights  into  British  law  thus  empower- 
ing all  citizens  to  challenge  administra- 
tive decisions  in  our  courts.  Now,  just 
three  days  after  a Labour  landslide, 
Whitehall  whispers  suggest  Labour  is 
taking  a second  look  at  the  Divine  Right 
of  Ministers.  Incorporation  is  still  en- 
dorsed but  implementation  could  be 
delayed  ...  or  even  introduced  later  as 
a private  member’s  measure.  All  the 
normal  excuses  are  being  heard  — a 
crowded  legislative  timetable,  more  ur- 
gent items  — plus  a new  variant:  the 
unpopularity  of  all  things  European. 
Ministers  meet  today  — and  on  Thurs- 
day in  cabinet  — to  finalise  the  Queen’s 
Speech.  Bold  ministerial  souls  need  to 
speak  out  about  the  Importance  of  up- 
holding political  principles. 

Labour  was  a late  convert  to  a British 
Bill  of  Rights  but  converted  it  became 
seven  years  ago.  Yet  the  nation  which 
provided  the  draftsmen  who  drew  up 
the  European  Convention  — and  be- 
came the  first  European  state  to  ratify 
it  — still  has  no  Bill  of  its  own.  The 


Tory  leadership  remained  opposed, 
even  though  107  Conservative  back- 
benchers supported  Lord  Broxboume’s 
incorporation  bill  in  1985.  Labour 
resisted  the  idea  for  40  years.  Yet  until 
the  Convention  is  incorporated  into 
domestic  law,  there  is  no  obligation  on 
British  courts  to  uphold  its  principles. 
Ideally,  as  the  left-leaning  Institute  for 
Public  Policy  Research  (IPPR)  recog- 
nised, Britain  should  have  its  own  BilL 
The  IPPR  drafted  one  in  1990,  drawing 
on  both  the  European  Convention  and 
the  UN  Declaration,  but  such  a draft 
would  take  much  more  time  to  push 
through  Parliament  Each  clause  would 
be  open  to  amendment  Hence  Labour's 
decision  to  support  incorporation. 

There  are  no  fundamental  rights  in 
Britain.  Of  course  there  are  some  bene- 
fits in  an  unwritten  constitution:  noth- 
ing is  illegal  unless  it  is  prohibited.  But 
the  same  principle  applies  to  the  state. 
Hence  free  speech  in  Britain  is  what  is 
left  after  the  laws  of  confidentiality, 
contempt,  copyright  and  official  secrets 
have  had  their  say.  Something  much 
more  robust  is  needed.  For  a govern- 
ment hemmed  in  by  spending  limits, 
incorporation  should  be  a godsend:  rad- 
ical but  cheap.  Fudging  fundamental 
rights  is  no  way  to  begin  a new  era. 


THIS  morning  a child  ran 
out  of  a shop  and  straight 
into  me.  He  apologised!  Is  this 
the  new,  ahnost-soclalist  Brit- 
ain happening  around  os? 
Mike  Meaktn. 

Ill  Efifra  Road, 

London  SW19  8PS. 

AS  Mr  Hesel tine's  prompt 
/ureatment  proves,  hospital 
waiting  lists  are  already  get- 
ting shorter. 

Tom  Freeman. 

23  Hope  Street, 

Cambridge  CBi  3NA. 

YOUR  map  of  the  election 
results  shows  that  it  Is 
now  possible  to  travel  coast  to 
coast  across  Wales  and  Eng- 
land — Conway  to  Grimsby  — 
without  leaving  a Labour  con- 
stituency. Has  thi«  ever  been 
the  case  before? 

(Prof)  Robert  Moore. 
Bennachie,  Carmel  Road, 
Holywell,  Flintshire  CH8  TDD. 

TONY  Blair  should  initiate 
more  frequent  general 
elections.  Why  confine  joy 
like  last  Thursday  night  to 
once  every  five  years? 

John  Machines. 

1 Striven  Gardens, 

Glasgow  G20  6DU. 

WONDERFUL  result!  Does 
it  mean  It  is  safe  for  us  to 
eat  British  beef  now? 

Damien  Ashby. 

13  Clifton  Terrace, 

Brighton  BN1 3HA. 


SO.  Paul  Daniels.  Frank 
Bruno  and  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber  are  to  remain  in  Brit- 
ain after  all.  More  broken 
Tory  promises? 

Robert  Cox. 

8 Cob  Close, 

Borehamwood,  Herts  WD6  2SA. 

I’M  backing  Michael  Howard 
for  victory  in  the  Tory  lead- 
ership bloodbath.  It  will  en- 
sure that  the  Tories  remain 
on  the  Opposition  benches  for 
a parliamentary  term  or  two. 
Go  for  it,  Michael! 

Peter  Smee. 

37  Hanover  Road, 

Norwich  NR2  2HD. 

PERHAPS  John  Major 
rould  now  succeed  in 
landing  that  bus  conductor's 
job  that  once  eluded  him. 
Michael  J Smith. 

Wittersley  Castle. 

Cromford.  Matlock, 
Derbyshire  DE4  5JH. 

HOW  can  1 join  the  Martin 
Bell  Party?  Or  am  I al- 
ready a member? 

Chris  WigzelL 

13  Lionel  Road,  Tonbridge. 

We  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  is 
supplied.  We  may  edit  letters: 
shorter  ones  are  more  likely  to 
appear 


Curbing  Mexico’s  drug  culture 

Sadly,  BUI  Clinton’s  appeal  to  the  rule  of  law  won’t  be  enough 


AY  I respectfully  sug- 
gest that  the  interest 
rate  should  be 
reduced  by  0J>  per  cent  to  cre- 
ate greater  economic  activity 
at  borne  while  making  the 
pound  less  attractive  to  inter- 
national speculators  (Leader, 
May  5).  This  will  enhance  flu 
speed  of  attaining  conver- 
gence for  a single  currency, 
thus  enabling  the  Blair  gov- 
ernment to  join  the  EMU. 

At  the  same  Hmp  Mr  Blair 
should  demonstrate  his 
statesmanship  by  nominating 
Kenneth  Clarke  for  the  posi- 
tion the  first  chairman  of  the 
new  Central  European  Bank 
of  the  European  Union. 

David  de  Massey. 

Clare  House 
82  Main  Street 
Witchford, 

Ely,  Cambs  CBS  2HQ. 

EXCHANGE  rates  around 
the  present  level  will  pro- 
duce a new  Black  Wednesday 
in  two,  or  perhaps  three, 
years.  The  process  has  al- 
ready started  with  increasing 
difficulties  for  exporters.  It  is 
of  overriding  importance  that 
this  should  not  be  allowed  to 
happen. 

The  value  of  the  pound, 
therefore,  must  be  stabilised 
and  then  fairly  quickly  low- 
ered. This  means  that  interest 
rates  must  not  be  allowed  to 
rise.  It  follows  that  for  the  im- 
mediate future,  inflation 
must  be  controlled  using 
money  supply  ie.  taxation. 
Bernard  Gaylard- 
91  Davies  Road, 

West  Bridgford, 

Nottingham  NG2  5HZ. 


WlLL  the  increase  in  the 
W number  of  women  in 
Parliament  (Winning  women 
overturn  male  culture  of 
Commons,  May  3)  finally 
mean  that  the  social  problems 
related  to  fatherlessness  will 
actually  be  looked  at?  A quar- 
ter of  reported  domestic  vio- 
lence is  against  men.  yet 
there  are  as  yet  no  battered 
homes  for  men,  win  that 
change?  There  have  been  no 
studies  yet  on  how  separated 
fathers  can  care  for  their  chil- 
dren. Can  we  have  some 
research  in  this  area,  please? 

One  way  of  telling  if  things 
are  changing  is  by  checking 
in  a year's  time  to  see  if  the 
UK  is  still  top  of  the  European 
list  of  single-mothers  (10.2  per 
emit),  top  of  the  list  for  fathers 
who  lose  all  contact  with 
their  ffhiMrpn  when  divorced 
(52  per  cent),  and  top  of  the 
list  for  increasing  mainte- 
nance payments  on  fathers 
who  already  pay. 

Let’s  hope  Labour's  women 
can  act  where  man  in  the  last 
government  couldn’t 
Stan  Hayward. 

25  Walm  f-gna, 

London  NW25SH. 

COME  on,  Tony,  let's  get 
rid  of  yah- boo  politics. 
Tell  your  troops  to  abandon 
the  Them  and  Us  benches  and 
sit  next  to  the  other  party 
members.  Then  maybe  we’ll 
hear  some  Intelligent  debate 
matgflH  of  the  schoolboy  be- 
haviour which  passes  for 
PM’s  Question  Time. 

Yvonne  Osman. 

Clonegate,  Moniaive, 
Dumfriesshire  DG3  4DX. 


ARREST  Harman  is  al- 
ready talking  about  “get- 
ting single  mothers  Into 
work"  and  acknowledging 
that  lack  of  childcare  options 
Is  a problem.  Please  may  She 
also  spare  a thought  for  those 
of  us  who  are  not  clamouring 
to  get  back  into  the  workplace 
because  we  believe  that  our 
responsibility  lies  primarily 
with  bringing  up  our  children 
ourselves,  rather  than  placing 
them  wtth  minders. 

And  are  we  to  have  a con- 
sensus at  what  amounts  to  a 
minimum  age  at  which  it  is 
alright  to  leave  them  to  their 
own  devices  with  a nursery 
or  childminder?  Five?  Six? 
10?  I have  a 14-year-old  who 
still  needs  a fair  amount  erf 
supervision  in  order  to  pre- 
vent him  from  drifting  in  the 
wrong  direction.  If  I were  to 
be  forced  into  fall-time  em- 
ployment it  would  be  a disas- 
ter for  him.  . 

Maria  Wardale. 

83  Marshalls  Road,  Raunds, 
Northants  NN9  6EY. 

DURING  the  election  cam- 
paign, little  was  men- ; 
tinned  about  the  scandalous  ; 
level  of  poverty  in  our 
country  and  the  enormous 
social  and  economic  gap  be- 
tween rich  and  poor.  We  must 
enter  into  a debate  with  the 
Parliamentary  Labour  Party 
about  the  issue  of  equality, 
and  put  forward  ideas  which 
could  start  the  process 
towards  social  justice  after  18 
years  erf  social  decline. 

Sue  Rowlands. 

20a  Manselfield  Road. 

Murton,  Swansea  SA3  JAR. 


OW  that  we  have  a 
change  of  government  we 
hope  that  an  era  of  openness 
wfllprevafl. 

As  a first  act,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Enyiroment 
must  instigate  a Strategic  En- 
vira mental  Impact  Assess- 
ment inquiry  into  the  conse- 
quences of  the  proposed 
second  runway  at  Manchester 
Airport.  After  all,  this  is  what 
nffir-iaia  of  the  Enviroment 
Agency  have  called  for. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for 
Transport  should  follow  suit 
by  revealing  the  true  cost  of 
the  new  A30  road  between 
Exeter  and  Hanitoo.  which  is 
being  built  under  the  Tory-in- 
spired Design,  Build,  Finance 
and  Operate  (DBFO)  scheme, 
which  is  nothing  short  of 
road  privatisation  through 
the  back-door. 

Failure  by  the  Blair  govern- 
ment to  do  so  will  confirm  my 
worst  suspicion  that  New 
Labour  is  nothing  If  not  New 
Canservativei,  which  seeks  to 
court  capitalism  whatever  the 
cxmsequehces.  While  I await  a 
government  response,  I carry 
on  tunnelling! 

Inverness  John. 

(John  Davies). 

Coalition  Against  Runway  2. 
One  World  Centre, 

6 Mount  Street, 

Manchester  M2  5NS. 

DEFICIT  in  education  bud- 
get £68  mill  inn.  Cost  of 
new  royal  yacht  70  million. 
That  wasn’t  so  difficult,  was 
it? 

Martin  Benson. 

28  Welldan  Crescent, 

Harrow,  Middx  HAl  1QR. 


Spare  a thought  for  the  silent  minority . . . 


THE  REAL  focus  of  Bill  Clinton's  much  1 
advertised  visit  to  Mexico  will  be  ways  ] 
of  combating  drug  trafficking  and  ille- 
gal immigration.  Two  months  ago  Mr 
Clinton  certified  Mexico  as  an  ally  In 
the  drugs  war,  while  excluding  other 
offenders.  This  was  done  even  though 
the  head  of  Mexico's  anti-drug  agency 
General  Jose  Gutierrez  Rebollo  had 
been  arrested  only  days  before  — on 
charges  of  collaborating  with  the  coun- 
try’s most  powerful  drug  cartel.  Mexico 
supplies  75  per  cent  of  the  cocaine  sold 
in  the  US,  generating  $30  billion  a year 
in  illegal  profits.  But  US  interests  there 
are  too  substantial,  and  its  relationship 
too  complex  historically,  for  Washing- 
ton to  admit  that  there  is  little  to  choose 
between  Mexico  and  Colombia. 

Last  week  the  Mexican  government 
took  the  drastic  step  of  scrapping  the 
agency  headed  by  General  Gutierrez 
and  sacking  its  entire  force  of  2,100 
agents.  Instead  it  announced  a new 
force  of  agents  who  would  be  required 
to  submit  to  lie-detectors  and  to  open 
their  personal  files  to  investigators. 
They  would  also  be  offered  enhanced 
pensions  to  dissuade  them  from  retir- 
ing on  benefits  provided  by  the  drug 
barons.  In  return  the  US  has  dropped ! 


formal  protests  against  inadequate 
action  taken  against  the  Mexican  end  of 
a drug  laundering  operation  for  which 
one  of  the  barons  has  been  indicted  in 
Detroit  It  would  take  unusual  opti- 
mism to  believe  either  that  the  new 
anti-drug  force  will  prove  incorruptible 
or  that  the  Clinton  visit  will  produce 
significant  results.  The  drug  culture  is 
entrenched  in  American  society,  and 
the  criminal  sub-culture  which  feeds  it 
is  just  as  deeply  rooted  in  the  corrupt 
politics  of  the  provider  countries. 

Last  week  both  Amnesty  Interna- 
tional and  Human  Rights  Watch  issued 
reports  detailing  a familiar  tale  of  tor- 
ture and  other  human  rights  abuses  in 
Mexico.  HRW  spoke  of  growing  instabil- 
ity and  "a  burgeoning  illegal  drug 
trade.”  Election  workers  in  the  state  of 
Chiapas  have  reported  that  landlord 
militancy  and  the  presence  of  25.000 
federal  troops  is  making  it  impossible 
to  prepare  for  July's  state  elections.  Mr 
Clinton  is  now  being  urged  to  remind 
Mr  Zedillo  of  the  need  to  condemn 
violations  of  the  rule  of  law.  Sadly  there 
is  a long  record  of  failure:  in  politics  as 
in  drug  control,  just  saying  no  is  not 
enough  — even  if  it  is  the  President  of 
the  US  speaking. 


IN  all  the  excitement  about 
the  parliamentary  landslide, 
it  should  be  remembered  that 
by  far  the  biggest  swing  was 
from  voters  to  non-voters. 
The  abstentlonists  Increased 
by  more  than  30  per  cent  to 
nearly  29  per  cent  of  the  elec- 
torate — not  counting  the  un- 
known number  who  aren't  on 
the  electoral  register  — and 
reached  the  highest  level 
since  the  second  world  war. 

As  a result,  Tony  Blair,  like 
every  other  Prime  Minister 
since  the  war,  despite  win- 
ning so  many  seats,  won  the 
votes  of  less  than  a third  of 
the  electorate;  John  Major 
won  less  than  a quarter,  and 
all  other  parties  won  less  than 
a fifth. 

The  abstentionlsts  are  now 
the  second  political  grouping 
in  the  country,  and  in  the 
coming  debates  It  should  be 
remembered  that  a large  and 
growing  minority  of  the  com- 
munity. who  are  just  as  sen- 
sible and  sophisticated  as  the 
majority,  reject  all  the  parlia- 
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mentary  parties.  “Don't  vote*' 
doesn't  mean  “Don’t  care”.  It 
means  "Don’t  agree”  and 
"Want  something  different”. 
Nicolas  Walter. 

88  Islington  High  Street, 
London  Nl  SEW. 

I AM  flabbergasted  by  Nata- 
sha Walter’s  arrogance.  Two 
weeks  ago.  she  wrote  an 
article  advertising  her  Inten- 
tion not  to  vote  in  the  election 
(Don’t  vote,  don’t  care,  April 
24);  now  she  admonishes  the 
new  female  MPs  to  remember 


. . . and  for  a small,  unhappy  band  of  brothers 


BEFORE  the  mythology  of 
Mandelsan  and  Blair  res- 
cuing the  Labour  Party  is 
allowed  to  harden,  let  me 
enter  a note  of  dissent  I was 
elected  to  the  European  Par- 
liament in  June  1994  in  one  of 
the  safest  Tory  seats  in  the 
country.  We  were  30  per  cent 
ahead  in  the  polls,  1 achieved 
a 16  per  cent  swing,  and  the 
Labour  leaders  were  John 
Smith  and  Margaret  Becked 
Peter  Mandelson  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  campaign  and 
Tony  Blair  was  spokesman 
for  home  affairs. 

If  John  Smith  had  not  died 
so  tragically  we  would  still 
have  won  a big  victory  last 
week.  The  difference  ought  be 
that  the  new  government 
might  have  some  more  radi- 
cal policies,  the  campaign 
would  have  been  conducted 
on  a more  ethical  basis,  and 
the  average  Labour  Party 
member  might  be  more  ex- 
cited about  the  prospect  of  a 
Labour  government. 

Hugh  KerrtMEP). 

14  Home  Close, 

Harlow,  Essex  CM20  2BH. 


STUNNED,  shocked. 

amazed  etc.  at  the  size  of 
the  swing  to  Labour?  Not  in 
this  constituency.  For  months 
we  have  been  urging  that  to 
pitch  the  campaign  at  seats 
needing  6 per  cent  or  less  was 
overly  cautious. 

Two  years  ago  the  swing  in 
our  borough  elections  ranged 
from  7 to  26.  We  won  a Surrey 
county  byelection  — and  de- 
nied the  Tories  control  of 
Surrey  — with  a 17  per  cent 
swing.  But,  In  the  general 
election  campaign,  real  sup- 
port from  Labour  HQ  was 
directed  at  the  6 per  centers  to 
whom  we  were  "twinned". 
Slough  was  ours. 

Sucb  low  expectations  have 
cost  Labour  perhaps  30  more 
gains.  Including  ours.  Need- 
ing 17  per  cent  we  achieved 
14.5.  Labour's  Tommies, 
bolder  than  their  generals, 
would  have  Inflicted  a real  de- 
feat on  the  Tories. 

Harold  Trace. 

Agent. 

Spelthorne  Labour  Party. 

101  Parkland  Grove 

Ashford,  Middx  TW15  2JF. 


NOW  that  the  Labour  Party 
has  been  hijacked  by  the 
middle  class,  the  Liberal 
Democrats  could  do  worse 
than  devote  their  unbounded 
energy  to  the  homeless,  the 
unemployed,  the  elderly,  one- 
parent  fa  mil  ire  and  so  many 
other  victims  of  Thatcherism 
who  were  hardly  mentioned 
during  the  election  campaign. 
If  that  happened,  it  is  just 
possible  that  by  the  time  of 
the  next  election  we  may  no 
longer  feel  ashamed  of  the 
society  we  live  in. 

Fred  deDuve. 

2 Cbolmele y Crescent, 

London  N6  5HA. 

FOR  the  last  18  years  I have 
walked  down  to  our  local 
village  every  Friday,  had  a 
couple  of  pints  and  gone  to 
the  fish  and  chip  shop.  On 
May  2. 1 arrived  as  usual  only 
to  be  told  that  there  were  no 
mushy  peas.  Is  this  a sign  of 
things  to  come? 

M Brennan. 

129  Spout  Lane, 

Washington, 

Tyne  Wear  NE37  ZUD. 


their  responsibility  to  women 
(What  we  really,  really  want. 
May  5).  She  is  right  to  say  that 
on  Thursday  we  saw  the  start 
of  a revolution  in  women’s 
power  but  unless  she  changed 
her  mind  and  used  her  vote, 
she  played  not  the  slightest 
part  in  this  revolution  and  has 
no  right  to  advise  anyone, 
least  of  all  those  who  had  the 
commitment  to  take  the  politi- 
cal process  seriously. 

Mary  Cranitch. 

254  Ltverpoool  Road, 

London  Nl  1LG. 


A Country  Diary 


On  the  record 

IN  your  editorial  (A  political 
earthquake.  May  2),  you 
state  that  the  Tories  had  36 
seats  in  Wales  in  1955.  This  is 
Incorrect  There  were  only  36 
seats  available  and  the  Tories 
have  never  ever  won  a major- 
ity of  seats  in  Wales,  let  alone 
all  the  seats. 

Keith  Darlington. 

24  Wycombe  Road, 

Gants  ran, 

Essex  IG26UT. 

YOUR  Saturday  edition 
(How  the  country  voted. 
May  3)  carries  an  error  in  the 
election  result  for  StrathkeZ- 
vin  and  Bearsden  in  Scotland. 
The  number  of  votes  cast  for 
Graeme  McCormick,  the  Scot- 
tish National  Party  candidate. 
was  8,111,  not  3J11  as  you 
have  shown.  This  error  is  car- 
ried also  into  the  ranking  (3rd 
not  4th)  and  the  percentage 
gained, 

William  S Wilson. 

2 Camstradden  Drive  West, 
Bearsden. 

Glasgow  G61 4AJ. 


DORSET:  There  Is  stiE  plenty 
of  clear,  test-running  water  In 
a trout-stream  that  runs  past 
Cerae  Abbas  towards  Poole 
and  the  sea.  It  irrigates  Long- 
meadow,  10  fiat  acres  that  lie 
beside  a range  of  ^nim  and 
which,  for  15  years,  have  been 
nurtured  by  a couple  who 
grow  and  sell  vegetables  in  a 
way  that  is  much  more  than  a 
Job  or  a trade,  and  for  whom 
"organic”  implies  much  more 
than  the  avoidance  of  artifi- 
cial fertilisers  and  pesticides. 
The  stretch  of  land  nearest 
the  kitchen  window  is  alive 
with  clover,  vetch  and  rye- : 
grass.  In  due  tune,  it  wifi  be 
cropped  by  sheep.  Then  It  will 
again  be  richly  -fertile,  demon- 
strating just  what  words  like 
“rotation.'’  and  “sustainable” 
mean.  And  it  is  not  just  the 
growing  that  is  “organic". 
Much  of  the  selling  is  by  a box 
scheme;  people  undertake  to 
pay  £4  weekly  for  a bag,  or  £6 
for  a box  through  the  season. 
The  grower  fills  the  box  . wtth 
what  is  best  that  week,  and 
makes  a delivery  to  collection 


centres.  Most  buyers  live 
within  15  miles  of  the  place 
where  their  vegetables  are 
grown.  They  cook  and  eat  in 
harmony  -with  the  seasons. 
They  know  the  growers  and 
can  make  suggestions;  they 
can  say  If  they  hale  cour- 
gettes. The  catalogue  fists 
more  than  20  kinds  erf  vegeta- 
ble and  gives,  amount  its 
reasons  for  favouring  direct 
selling,  the  belief  that  a stron- 
ger link  between  - customer 
and  grower  can  help  to  create 
a stranger  and  mare,  sustain- 
able community.  In  case  any- 
one might  begin  to  picture 
something  airily  idealistic,  it 
is  worth  recording  that  the 
box  scheme  started  with  four, 
customers  and  grew  in  a year 
by  word  of  monthi  Oio  adver- 
tising budget)  to  the  point 
where  it  had  40.  Now  there 
are  140  — as  many  as  it  can 
take  without  altering  the 
scale  of  the  operation  to  the 
point  where  Its  essential  per- 
son-to-person - .character 
would-be  lost. 

JOHNVALUNS 
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NY  ONE  WOndflriyjig 

■.  ft^ttonvlcfey  would  iron 
oat  some  of  the  creases  of 
■dislike  Mdch  nm  through 
Labour  U{b  command  win 
l^totrigiwdbyaaiiiall 

> transport  defaJ  I frnwi 
Thursday  iiightlt  concerns 
the  ChajvDeDjDr&nd  tha  Poi> 
eign  Secretary,  two  men 
whose  mutual  loathing  is  as 

crystal  clear  as  the  precise 
reason  fbr  it— after  the  two 

had  beejuBriends  inEdin-  ■ 
burgh  lnthc  mid  1 970s-- is 
obscure.  In  the  early  hours 
ofFriday  marhing,  after 


ttons  has  been  made,  both 

wem  &tan  Edinburgh  ay 
portal  tiie same  time  to 
catch  a private  plane  to  Lon- 
don, ibrthecelebrations  at 


if  yon  will,  the  moving  1 - 

soenepf  reconciliation  on 
the  tarmac  as — swept  op  by 
the  mood  of  optimism 


they  barfed  the  hatchet  tn 


Imagine  it,  and  you  will 
transport  yonrself  to  a 
world  of  purest  fantasy.  It  is 
not  for  ns  to  judge  what  this 
implies  about  the  talent  for 
diplomahcy  erf  the  one  and 
the  fiscal  rigour  of  the 

other,  but  when  I said  that 

they  caught  a private  plane 
to  London,  what  I failed  to 
malm  plain  is  that  they 
caught  one  each. . 


7, 


early  confidence 
booster  at  the  Treasury.  In 
one  of  the  regular  “trawls” 
which  gb  through  the  Civil 
Service  advertising  jobs  in 


says  the  advert,  include  “in- 
genuity and  the  ability  to 
think  laterally”,  and  the 
ability  “to  find  ways 
through  complex  and  not 
wholly  soluble  problems". 


FEW  outside  Smith 

Square  had  so  success- 
ful an  election  as  Lord 
Wyatt  ofWeeford,  who  less 


Times’*  readers  to  his  pre- 
diction of  a Conservative 
majority  of  30-40  seats. 


unimaginably  wrong,  might 
have  suffered  a crisis  of  self- 
belief— and  so  I turned  to  - 
Woody’s  column  In  the 
News  of  the  World  anxious 
lest  the  old  boy’s  confidence 


shattered  to  pieces.  Not  a bit 
ofit  Far  from  red-facedly 
announcing  his  ireffreshent 
from  clairvoyance,  Gipsy 
Rose  Weefbrd  bounced 
straight  back  with  more 
predictions —and  here  they 
are:  Gordon  Brown  “will 
probably  be  removed  for  in- 
competence within  two 
years”;  Mr  Tony  Blair  “will 
be  lucky  to  get  two  terms”; 
and  Michael  Heseltine  is  - 
quoted  as  3-1  second  favour- 
ite for  the  Tory  leadership. 
Hats  off,  Woodyl 


to  a WITH  Woody  plan- 
|l  | ning  to  carry  his 
■ V good  form  into  the 
leadership  campaign,  and 
with  those  other  gifted 
soothsayers  William  Rees 
“Mystic”  Mogg  (Colin  Pow- 
ell for  President)  and  sape 
and  rational  Paul  Johnson 
— sexual  revolution  to  by- 
pass Brlain — certain  to 
join  h*"i,  we  must  look  else: 
where  for  a political  com- 
mentator. Yes,  it  may  be 
time  for  Diary  forecaster 
Steptoe,  the  West  Highland 
terrier,  to  be  recalled  from 
retirement  for  yet  another 
positively  final  comeback. 
The  dog  will  begin  exam- 
ining the  field  later  this 
week.  

HOW  gratifying  to  see 
my  snlffly  friend 

MlchaelHo  ward  so 
well  fancied  for  that  con- 
test Were  there  any  votes 
for  elegant  euphemisms,  he 
might  be  a shorter  price 
stUL  In  an  article  for  the 
Sunday  Telegraph,  Michael 
describes  the  Tory  massacre 
as  “theimfortunate  and 
temporary  imbalance  of  our 

pairmiiTH*ntary  party” . Very 
nice  indeed.  If  bis  electorate 
turn  & Mind  eye  to  his  un- 
fortunate and  temporary 
imbalance  of  charm  and 
sincerity,  who  knows  what 

extra  gift  to  Mr  Blair  the 


not  make.  . . _ 

."ini  ■ ■■  " " " " " 

JR  MAN  arrested  for 
running  down  a 

^^Scbreetin  Melbourne 
whUecompietely  naked  has 
been  released  without 
charts  Police  let  Peter 


teanTJanes,  on  learning  that 
he  was  a runaway  flrom  the 
mortuary  fo  which  a doctor 

had  Jitact  officially  pro- 
nounced Um  dead. 

fMs^aerro  ®a>  imofaimbT 
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up 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


WHAT  has  changed 
isn't  just  the  qual- 
ify but  the  size. 
We’ve  forgotten 
what  Labour  government  is, 
but,  almost  as  Important, 
we’ve  forgotten  the  meaning 
of  a government  that  is  sure 
to  be  in  place,  doing  whatever 
it  decides,  for  at -least  five 
years.  I don’t  believe  the  scale 
of  last  week’s  overturning 
yet  sunk  in. 

One  sign  of  this  is  the  me- 
dia’s continuing  fascination 
with  the  Conservative  Party. 
Judging  from  the  acreage  de- 
voted tp  it  on -Sunday,  one  is 
invited  to  suppose  that  the 
Conservative  Party  stDl  mat- 
ters: indeed  it  stands  on 
the  brink  of  governing  the 
country  very  soon.  A lot  of  old 
faces  we  thought  we  renin 
mercifully  forget  are  paraded 
across  the  pages  once  again, 
as  if  their  little  biases  and 
larger  treacheries  should  ac- 
tually be  of  intimate  concern 


to  us.  1 am  supposed  to  care 
whether  Peter  LUley  or  Wil- 
liam Hague  becomes  the 
leader?  One  blessing  of  the 
vote  on  Thursday  was  to 
relieve  us,  after  IB  years,  of 
giving  the  smallest  damn 
about  Stephen  Dorrell’s  most 
recent  piece  of  double-talk,  or 
an  update  on  John  Redwood's 
devious  snivelling  over 
Europe. 

. One  day.  the  new  Tory 
leader  may  be  a force  in  the 
land.  Before  that  happens,  the 
party  has  some  larger  choices 
to  make.  It  has  to  pick  its  way 
between  becoming  a con- 
firmed old  people’s  home  and, 
at  the  other  extreme,  a gang 
of  young  men  preparing  to 
fight  tiie  1999  European  elec- 
tions in  uniform.  This  is  a 
process  we  have  to  keep  an 
eye  on,  and  its  outcome  will 
affect  the  health  of  British 
politics.  But  at  present  it's  im- 
possible to  believe  that  many 
voters  are  very  interested  in 
which  piece  of  damaged  goods 
will  be  given  the  privilege  of 
leading  a party  reduced  to 
fielding  only  165  MPs.  The 
media’s  absorption  with  these 
people  whom  the  country  has 
rejected  is  an  after-bum  from 
the  exhaust-pipe  of  hot  air  so 
long  attached  to  the  only 
world  they've  known.  It  really 
is  time  to  notice  the  engine 
has  stopped. 

Instead,  we  can  open  our 


eyes  to  a new  world.  It  may  be 
hard  to  reckon  with,  but  no — 
the  opinions  of  Mr  Alan  Dun-, 
can  MP,  former  bag-carrier  to 
the  party  chairman  gnd  cur- 
rent conspirator  for  anyone 
who  might  succeed,  no  longer 
matter.  The  Prime  Minister  of 
Britain  has  been  left  free  to 
speak  without  being  obliged 
to  mark  every  comma  lest  it 
he  construed  by  a strutting 
band  of  backbenchers  as  an 
insult  to  Euro-scepticism.  The 
years  of  political  blackmail, 
when  one  faction  in  one  party 
was  encouraged  by  a handful. 

■ of  propaganda  sheets  mas- 
querading  as  objective  news- 
papers to  believe  it  spoke  for 
the  British  people,  are  over. 

Such  is  the  meaning  of  this 
1 majority,  unprecedented  in 
! our  century.  It  renders  the 
mental  habits  of  half  a 'life- 
time redundant.  The  pre- 
sumptions of  a Tory  world  ex- 
pected to  remain,  for  ever 
Tory  have  yet  to  be  fully 
evicted  from  some  people’s 
consciousness.  But  the  huge 
majority  should  put  them  in 
their  place,  which  is  oblivion. 

Instead,  the  converse  side 
of  the  majority  deserves  more 
attention.  The  positive  as- 
pects, as  much  as  the  nega- 
tive, are  in  danger  of  being 
mis-recognised.  Quite  soon, 
Fm  sure,  laments  will  start  to 
appear  against  the  Iniquity  of 
elective  dictatorship,  as  the 


Government  is  found  to  he 
doing  exactly  what  "It  pleases 
behind  a majority  of  179.  Lord 
Hall  sham  first  coined  that 
resonant  usage  in  1976,  as  a 
complaint  against  the  opera- 
tions of  a government  with  a 
majority  of  three.  The  present 
arithmetic  gives  scope  -for  an 
over-mightiness  equalled  only 
by  that  of  the  Thatcher  gov- 
ernment in  the  early  1980s, 
which  will  require  s lot  of  vig- 
ilance from  all  the  forces  still 
ltft  standing. 

But  the  majority  trans- 
forms the  possibilities  of  lead- 
ership. It  defines  the  position 
of  a Prime  Minister  who  does 
not  need  to  be  over-concerned 
with  the  picayune.-  Mr  Blair 

has  been  relieved  from  the 

task  or  obsessing  himself  with 
the  fine  print  of  legislation.  It 
is  plainly  important  that  the 
Government  should  know 
where  it  is  going  wifh  its  pri- 
orities, and  the  early  weeks 
wjQl  be  decisive  in  the  ground- 
work they  lay  for  both  the 
blunders  and  successes  of  the 
future.  The  Cabinet  will  also 
have  to  work  out  its  attitude 
to  keeping  discipline  among 
this  mighty  army  of  new  and 
ambitious  politicians,  who 
will,  for  the  most  part,  be  ac- 
complices in  the  cause.  But 
the  leader  himself  need  not  be 
bothered,  as  his  predecessor 
never  stopped  being  bothered, 
with  subdauses  that  became 
a matter  of  life  or  death. 


THE  majority,  in  short 
releases  Mr  Blair,  as 
no  predecessor  in 
either  party  has  been 
released,  to  rise  above  small 
matters  and  communicate 
about  big  ones.  He’s  free  to  set 
a direction,  as  not  even  Mrs 
Thatcher  was  free  to  set  tt  in 
her  first  term.  He  can  speak 
unimpeded  by  the  fears  and 
threats  of  a minority  of  MPs 
behind  him.  The  opportunity 
for  real  leadership  has  been 


given  him,  as  no  one  else  has 
had  it.  Caution  and  fed-good 
vagueness  may  have  been 
essential  to  get  elected.  But  it 
wfll  be  no  betrayal  of  them  if 
the  leader  now  develops  a 
more  challenging  rhetoric 
with  which  to  edge  the  voters 
in  directions  that  don’t  neces- 
sarily match  the  lowest  com- 
mon denominator  of  instant 
popularity. 

The  largest  matter  where 
that’s  needed  Is  over  Europe. 
The  opportunity  is  wide  open 
for  a novel  experience:  that  of 
a Prime  Minister  who,  while 
defending  the  British  interest, 
speaks  for  it  in  a tone  that 
doesn’t  stoke  up  the  phobic 
fires,  and  begins  to  change 

the  framework  Of  naHnnal 

thinking.  But  Europe  Isn’t  the 
only  subject  fit  for  this  oppor- 
tunity for  teaching.  The 
reform  of  welfare,  which 
Blair  has  entrusted  to  the 
best-qualified  mind  in  the 
Government,  Frank  Field,  ab- 
solutely requires  his  own 
voice,  unconstrained  by  the 
inhibitions  under  which  his 
predecessors  have  laboured. 

John  Major’s  problems,  to 
which  the  tired  old  feces  now 

fighting  for  the  succession 
recently  contributed,  seemed 
to  represent  a chronic 
national  condition.  Our  prime 
minister  was  a joke,  a by- 
word for  incompetence  and 
nan-performance.  He  couldn't 
make  a move  without  the 
agreement  of  William  Cash. 
Nor  could  the  nation.  The 
nation,  we  see  more  clearly 
now  that  it's  all  over,  was  in 
thrall1  for  years  to  an  absurd 
and  outrageous  tyranny  of 
impossibility.  Now  all  this 
can  be  washed  away  by  a ma- 
jority of  179.  Some  British 
leaders  would  be  pretty 
alarmed  to  find  themselves 
five  men.  But  not,  I think,  Mr 
Blair.  He  has  a golden  chance 
to  be  the  prime  minister  of 
the  big  picture. 


A cunning  plan 

to  save the 

welfare  state 


'.S’ 
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Ian  Aitken 


'\WKARS  ago,  in  those  dis- 

w mal  days  to  which  we 
■ are  assured  we  must 
never  return,  chancellors  of 
the  exchequer  used  to  possess 
a most  wondrous  fiscal 
weapon  for  dealing  with  the 
kind  of  situation  now  feeing 
Gordon  Brown.  It  was  called 
“the  regulator”,  and  h could 
be  invoked  instantly  to  con- 
trol consumer  spending  with- 
out laying  a finger  on  income 
tax. 

This  was  before  the  era  of 
VAT.  Instead,  we  had  a differ- 
ent tax  oil  consumer  spending 
called  purchase  tax.  Thanks 
to  the  regulator,  the  chancel- 
lor could  increase  its  level 
whenever  he  liked,  besides 
Jacking  up  deposits  and  inter- 
est charged  on  hire-purchase 
agreements,  at  the  stroke  of  a 
pen.  In  theory,  at  least,  he 
could  stop  a High  Street 
spending  boom  in  its  tracks 
as  well  as  raising  useful  reve- 
nue. True,  the  practice  wasn’t 
quite  as  effective  as  the 
theory,  but  it  worked  moder- 
ately well  as  a check  on  infla- 
tion until  it  was  swept  away 
by  our  entry  into  Europe. 

I mention  these  matters 
only  to  emphasise  that  the 
days  of  Old  Labour  and  One 
Nation  Conservatism  were 
not  quite  as  dreadful  as  they 
tend  to  be  painted.  Short  of 
withdrawal  from  the  EU  — 
unthinkable  In  the  current 
climate  — we  are  unlikely  to 
see  a. return  of  such  simple 
and  rational  remedies. 

So  what  on  earth  is  poor  Mr 
Brown  to  do?  Not  only  has  he 
got  a consumer-led  mini- 
boom  combined  with  an  ex- 
port industry  which  ^ threat- 
ened by  an  overvalued  pound; 
he  also  has  cash-starved 
social  services  along  with  a 
wildly  excessive  and  gro- 
tesquely expensive  budget 
deficit  In  a rational  world, 
this  would  be  a textbook  ex- 
ample of  a situation  demand- 
ing an  immediate  increase  in 
taxation. 

But  these  are  not  rational 
times.  Mr  Brown  and  his  boss 
have  tied  their  own  hands  mi 
tax,  believing  that  only  by 
doing  so  could  they  win  even 
a modest  majority,  let  alone  a 
landslide.  Though  it  now 
looks  as  if  they  may  have 
been  wrong  about  that,  they 
are  stuck  with  it  If  they 
break  their  promise,  they  will 
lay  the  foundations  for  defeat 
in  2002.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
they  don’t,  the  result  will  be 
the  same,  because  they  won’t 
be  able  to  meet  the  expecta- 
tions raised  by  their  landslide 
victory. 

So  all  is  doom?  Well,  not 
necessarily.  And  in  the  spirit 
of  comradeship  characteristic 
of  New  Labour,  I have  a sug- 


gestion which  might  help  the 
new  chancellor  in  bis  di- 
lemma. It  is  offered  only 
partly  with  tongue  in  cheek. 

My  plan  is  that  Gordon 
should  now  disappear  into 
the  recesses  of  the  Treasury 
building  on  Great  George 
Street,  and  should  not  re- 
emerge  for  several  days.  In 
the  meantime,  he  should  send 
for  Barbara  Folleft  MP.  the 
master  image-maker.  She 
could  then  apply  quantities  of 
her  cosmetic  potions  to  Mr 
Brown’s  already  pale  visage, 
so  that  he  looks  suitably 
ashen-Caced  when  he  eventu- 
ally steps  out  on  to  the  Trea- 
sury doorstep. 

Brown  would  then  explain 
to  the  waiting  television  cam- 
eras that  he  had  spent  several 
days  examining  the  books 
and  had  found  that  the  situa- 
tion was  infinitely  worse 
than  he’d  expected.  So  bad 
was  it  that,  try  as  he  might, 
he  could  see  no  alternative  to 
higher  taxes.  But  he  was 
acutely  aware  of  the  firm 
promises  which  he  and  his 
party  had  made  on  the  sub- 
ject during  the  election,  and 
recognised  that  be  couldn’t 
possibly  break  them  just  like 
that. 

Accordingly,  he  was  pro- 
posing that  the  choice  should 
be  left  to  the  British  people  in 
a referendum.  In  it,  voters 
would  be  asked  whether  they 
wanted  to  see  the  whole  wel- 
fare state,  including  the 
health  sendee,  go  down  the 
shoot  for  lack  of  cash:  or 
whether  they  preferred  a 
modest  increase  In  taxation, 
especially  if  the  lion’s  share 
was  paid  by  the  super-rich. 

As  I said,  I am  only  half 
joking.  If  my  scheme  doesn’t 
find  favour,  somebody  has  got 
to  think  of  something  else, 
and  soon. 


TONY  BLAIR  may  live  to 
regret  the  appointment 
of  Peter  Mandelson  as 
his  personal  troubleshooter. 
You  have  to  be  rather  long  in 
the  tooth  to  remember  the 
last  holder  of  that  faintly  sin- 
ister office,  but  anyone  who 
recalls  the  role  of  Colonel 
George  Wigg  In  the  Wilson 
government  will  not  be 
encouraged. 

The  dreadful  George  didn’t 
shoot  trouble,  he  created  it 
He  detected  conspiracies  be- 
hind every  door  in  Whitehall 
and  Westminster,  and  used 
his  unique  access  to  Wilson 
to  pour  poison  into  his  ear. 
Poor  old  Harold  was  quite 
twitchy  enough  already,  but 
Wigg  fed  his  suspicions  like  a 
stoker  feeds  a furnace.  He 
was  loathed  by  almost  every- 
body, and  probably  feared  by 
Wilson. 

Peter  Mandelson  isn’t  an- 
other George  Wigg;  no  one 
could  possibly  be  that,  thank 
God.  But  it  would  have  been 
better  to  give  him  a proper 
department  to  run,  where  he 
would  undoubtedly  have 
demonstrated  that  his  presen- 
tational genius  is  matched  by 
his  administrative  ability.  It 
would  also  have  been  a more 
solid  reward  for  his  -trium- 
phant success  in  the 
campaign. 


•TiTi  iTcXj 


, 


F:T.  FTOil 0 


Is  what’s  good  for  Toyota  good 
for  Britain  and/or  Europe?  At 
last,  writes  Martin  Woollacott, 

our  Government  can  ponder  . 

such  questions  unencumbered 

by  the  baggage  of  Little  England 

■ 


IT  MAY  not  be  too  fencir 
fol  to  take  note  of  the 
feet  that  the  first  reli- 
gious service  attended 
by  Tony  Blair  after  the 
election  was  at  St  Joan  of  Arc, 
physically  In  Highbury  Park. 
T-rtnrlrtn  N5,  and  hiS  wife  S 
local  church,  but,  for  some  — 
partieuferiy  French  — • observ- 
ers, plainly  situated  m foe 
new  Europe  in  which  the 
Labour  leader  now  takes  his 
place.  They  like  to  see  it.  as  an 
act  of  Anglo-French  as  well  as 
Christian  devotion. 

Labour  has  already 

achieved  a change  of  style  in 
Europe,’  even  before  it  has 
miite  begun  in  government 
gigwing  up  for  the  Social 

Chapter,: 

a» A of  limited  practical 
importance,  underlines  the 
concern  to  appear  responsi  ve. 
But  long  before  the  election 
campaign  Blair  had  dtme  bxs 
European  work,,  waiting  the 
major  capitals  and  esteimsh- 
^raatkmshi^ 
government  and  opposition 

figures/  • -■  . 

Ha  .seems  more  at  ease  in 
Europe  ftan  uis  predecessors 

of  Atfhgr  party-  PW 

attention  to  the  European 
press,  anti  has  been  amply 
rewarded  b£  ttair  : 
more  attention  to  him  and  to 


Labour.  The  pages  devoted  to 
the  British  election  in  some 
continental  papers  suggest 
that  British  politics  has 
caught  the  imagination  of  the 
continent  in  a way  it  has  not 
done  for  a long  time;  and  not 
as  melodrama  in  a bizarre 
country  European  only  in 
name,  but  as  genuinely 
"European”  politics. 

Indeed,  after  the  Blair  vic- 
tory, Britain  has  achieved  a 
fashionable  prominence. 
■ There  is  the  obvious  feet -that 
Labour  is  not  hampered  by 
the  Conservatives'  long  his- 
tory of  isolation  in  Europe. 
And  the  timing  of  the  election 
gives  Blair  an  excuse  for  post- 
poning a decision 1 on  the 
single  currency  which  means 
that,  although  he:  will  for  a 
Hmp  follow  simflarpolicles  to 
those  that  a Conservative  gov- 
ernment would  have  followed, 
he  will  not  pay  the  price  they 
twIpM  have  had  tS  pay  for 
delay.  Blair's  is  a victory  that 
appeals  to  both  right  and  left 
in  Europe:  Other  left-parties 

in  Germany,  in  France,  in 

gp»in  — see  it  as  a precedent 
for  their  own  return  to  power, 
aitiinngh  they  insist  they  will 
not  embrace  righfwing’ posi- 
tions to  the  extent  that  New 
Labour  has  done.  The  Euro- 
pean right,  by  contrast. 


praises  that  same  shift  of  posi- 
tion, and  wants  to  examine 
Britain,  with  half  the  unem- 
ployment of  most  of  its  Euro- 
pean partners,  as  a model  for 
reform.  This  is  all  interesting 
and  perhaps  advantageous. 

But  the  question  remains 
whether  the  new  British  Gov- 
ernment can  create  for  itself  a 
coherent  foreign  policy  that 
will  be  more  than  just  a con- 
tinuation of  what  went  before 
by  other,  less  offensive, 
means.  Robert  Harris  in  the 
Sunday  Times  reported  Tony 
Blair  as  saying  of  the  Tories 
during  the  campaign:  “Why 
drag  up  all  the  business  about 
a single  currency  in  the 
mirirfig  of  the  campaign  when 
they  didn't  have  to  make  a 
decision  yet  and  the  thing 
might  not  happen  anyway?” 
But,  for  Labour,  it  will  not  for 
much  longer  be  possible  to 
make  a virtue  of  indecision. 
Labour  may  not  for  some  time 
have  make  a final  choice  on 
the  single  currency,  but  it  will 
have  to  choose  soon  whether 
or  not  to  be  in  enthusiastic 
support 

LESS  important  hut 
stiH  difficult,  it  will 
have  to  decide  what 
to  do  about  Euro- 
pean defence,  where 
French  ambitions,  not  often 
matched  by  appropriate 
resources,  always  threaten, 
according  to  the  traditional 
British  view,  to  produce  mili- 
tary noTisens*  dressed  up  as 
unified  European  policy. 

And  it  will  have  to  operate 
in  that  other  European  land- 1 
scape,  which*  away  from  the 
grand  Institutions  of  coopera- 
tion. Is  the  scene  of  a hard 
battle  for  jobs  md  investment 


whether  over  fish,  motor  cars, 
or  warplanes.  Toyota's  choice 
for  a new  production  line  In 
Europe,  for  instance,  is  be- 
tween Britain,  France,  and 
Poland,  a choice  that  illumi- 
nates the  struggle  between  the 
mature  economies  and  be- 
tween them  and  the  new  econ- 
omies of  the  East  Germany’s 
wavering  support  for  the  Eur- 
ofighter project,  on  which 
hang  many  British  jobs,  is 
another  gpwnpi*  of  the  con- 
stant strain,  in  every  Euro- 
pean country,  between  what 
may  be  good  for  Europe,  and 
your  partners,  but  may  not  be 
good,  or  good  enough,  for 
your  own  country. 

The  British  Conservatives 
shaped  a contradictory  but 
succesful  strategy  for  both  do- 
mestic and  foreign  policy  in 
Mrs  Thatcher’s  early  years. 
The  basis  of  the  formula  was 
laid  down  with  the  pursuit  of 
“our  money”  in  Europe  and  it 
was  rounded  off  by  the  Falk- 
lands  victory.  Broadly,  the 
formula  was  that  on  the 
swings  of  national  assertion 
abroad  you  could  usually 
regain  what  you  lost  on  the 
roundabouts  of  unpopular  do- 
mestic politics  at  home.  It  en- 
shrined obstinacy  in  foreign 
affairs  and  rulhlessness  in  do- 
mestic policy,  and  the  last 
gasps  of  the  Tories  In  the 
election  campaign  were  an  at- 
tempt to  revive  it  Britain  and 
Labour  have  repudiated  that 
formula,  .which  was  always 
inconsistent  and  became  per- 
nicious. There  is  now  a need 
to  create. a new  one.  which 
will  link  foreign  and  domestic 
policy  in  a positive  way. 

Hu  traditions  of  the  party 
suggest  that  to  seme  extent  it 
could  be  shaped  around  good 
works,  in  Europe  and  in  the 
world  as  a whole  the  . biggest 
and  most  difficult  choice  for 
developed  countries  Is  be- 
tween trade  advantage  and 
morality.  In  Europe  the  moral 
objective  may  be  social  justice 
and  foil  employment  £n  a con- 
tinent where  the  life  of  many 
ordinary  people  Is  ' increas- 
ingly Insecure.  In  lifeless  de- 
veloped world  it  may  be  the 
conditionality  in  trade  and  di- 
plomacy that  puts  pressure  on 
a Nigeria  or  a Burma,  or  pre- 


vents the  arms  flows  that 
prime  volatile  regions  for 
war.  Globally  it  is  the  readi- 
ness to  tackle  the  internation- 
alisation of  crime,  or  to  forego 
profit  and  consumption  so  as 
to  head  off  environmental  deg- 
radation. This  is  a field,  noto- 
riously. where  the  heights  of 
rhetoric  are  matched  only  by 
the  depths  to  which  govern- 
ments stoic  in  trying  to  outwit 
their  competitors,  and  the 
lengths  to  which  they  will  go 
to  avoid  doing  what  they  say 
they  wish  to  do. 

TO  SOME  -extent,  in 
Europe,  a new  gov- 
ernment will  be  able 
to  proceed  by  treat- 
ing the  Union  for 
what  it  is,  a vast  continuing 
negotiation  on  many  issues, 
amenable  to  compromise, 
swaps,  and  deals,  instead  of 
allowing  everything  to  be- 
come linked  to  issues  of 
"principle". 

Yet  there  wfll  have  to  be 
more  to  It  than  that  Ulti- 
mately, the  Labour  Party  and 
the  British  will  have  to  decide 
whether  Europe  is  a great 
project  or  Just  an  existential 
mess  they  happen  to  be  in. 
The  chances  are  that  the  Brit- 
ish electorate,  in  the  focused 
voting  that  gave  Rlajr  this 
large  victory,  did  so  partly 
because  they  were  responding 
to  the  sense  that  the  next  few 
years  are  going  to  be  danger- 
ous years  for  Europe,  and  un- 
predictable years  for  the 
world  as  a whole.  The  han- 
dover in  Hong  Kong  has  be- 
come a ktod  of  Ascot  of  cur- 
rent affairs  because  it 
symbolises  a passage  into  the 
unknown,  where  the  settle- 
ments of  previous  years  are 
unravelled  but  not  yet 
replaced  by  new  ones.  The 
energy,  control,  and  wifi  that 
Blair  demonstrated  were,  on 
this  wrirnning.  the  Critical 
factor.  This  is  not  a time  to  be 
ruled  by  a ramshackle  govern- 
ment. It  is  a time  for  a leader- 
ship which  is  fast  on  its  feet, 
unencumbered  by  old  quar- 
rels; matches  in  weight  its 
equivalents  in  Germany  and 
France,  and  is  ready  to  make 
the  commitments  that  events 
will  demand. 
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HE  CUBAN  poet 
and  writer  Dulce 
Maria  Loynaz,  who 
has  died  aged  94, 
was  bom  in  1902. 
the  year  in  which  her  country 
became  an  independent 
nation  state,  and  she  wore  the 
name  she  had  been  given  — 
the  “general's  daughter"  — 
with  pride.  Her  lather.  Gen- 
eral Enrique  Loynaz  del  Cas- 
tillo. was  a mttmbi.  a Cuban 
who  had  fought  In  the  Wars  of 
Independence  against  the 
Spanish  at  the  end  of  the  19th 
century  and  really  was  a 
founding  father  of  the  new 
nation.  Late  in  life,  she  edited 
and  published  his  Memories 
de  la  Guerra  iMemoirs  Of  The 
War,  1989).  Hers  was  a distin- 
guished and  fascinating  fam- 
ily (in  certain  respects  rather 
like  the  Sitwells;. 

Dulce  Maria  was  the  oldest 
of  four  children,  and  her  fam- 
ily’s wealth  and  patrician 
status  enabled  it  to  cultivate  a 
lavish  and  eccentric  lifestyle. 
Her  brother  Carlos  lost  his 
reason  and  ended  up  living 
alone  in  the  mansion  over- 
looking the  sea  where  the  chil- 
dren grew  up.  Flor,  her 
younger  sister,  took  part  in 
the  student-led  rebellion 
against  the  dictator  Gerardo 
Machado  in  1933.  and  later 
lived  in  isolation  — but  for  the 
dogs  — in  the  family’s  country 
Rancho  Santa  Barbara. 

In  Fe  de  Vida  (Faith  In  Life, 
1994),  Dulce  Maria  explained 


why  her  family  refused  her 
permission  when  she  was 
young  to  marry  Pablo  Alvarez 
de  Canas,  who  was  to  become 
her  second  husband.  Pablo, 
like  many  other  Canary  is- 
landers, went  to  Cuba  to  bet- 
ter himself  and  there  he  was 
to  become  a very  successful 
and  influential  social  colum- 
nist. Since  the  Loynaz  family 
would  not  contemplate  this 
union,  in  1937  Dulce  Maria 
married  her  first  cousin. 

However,  the  couple  div- 
orced in  1943  owing,  it  was 
said,  to  her  husband’s  desire 
for  children,  which  she  could 
not  bear.  Pablo  Alvarez,  reput- 
edly gay.  waited  for  many 
years  until  the  female  love  of 
his  life  was  free  and  prepared 
to  contemplate  marriage  to 
him.  The  couple  married  in 
3946,  causing  raised  eyebrows 
because  of  his  reputed  sexual 
preferences  and  her  obviously 
superior  intellect  and  erudi- 
tion. Before  their  marriage 
she  had  published  only  one 
collection  of  poems,  although 
she  had  written  considerably 
more.  Pablo  Alvarez  encour- 
aged his  brilliant  but  timid 
wife  and  from  1917  to  1958 
several  volumes  of  her  work 
appeared  in  Madrid. 

After  the  1959  Cuban  revo- 
lution. the  Loynaz  family,  un- 
like many  members  of  the 
bourgeoisie  and  the  profes- 
sional classes,  did  not  leave 
their  beloved  island.  Why 
should  they  since  (from  their 


point  of  view)  the  country 
belonged  more  to  them  than 
to  Fidel  Castro,  a demagogue 
of  Galician  immigrant  stock? 
Alvarez  did  leave  Cuba,  but 
when  he  became  mortally  ill 
with  cancer,  Dulce  Marla  ad- 
mitted him  back  into  her 
home,  where  he  died  in  1974. 

Rightly.  Dulce  Maria  Is  rec- 
ognised first  as  a poet  Known 
both  for  her  timidity  and  her 
viperine  tongue,  under  the 
surface  she  was  as  much  a 
feminist  as  her  bolder  sister, 
Flor.  A theme  of  her  poetry  is 
a yearning  Tor  freedom,  frus- 
trated by  enclosure.  As  is  ap- 
parent in  many  poems  of  Jue- 
gos  de  Agua  (Water  Play, 
1947),  Dulce  Maria  associates 
femaleness  and  liquidity. 

HE  also  wrote  a dif- 
ficult avant-garde 
novel.  Jardin  (Gar- 
den). written  be- 
tween 1928  and 
1935,  although  only  published 
in  1951.  Like  her  poetiy  It 
concerns  the  position  of 
women  in  the  modern  world 
and  also  the  breakdown  of 
colonial  society. 

She  also  wrote  a fine,  lyri- 
cal travel  book,  Un  Verano  en 
Tenerife  (A  Summer  In  Tener- 
ife. 1958).  based  on  journeys 
made  to  the  Canary  Isles.  Her 
essays,  now  gathered  in  a vol- 
ume, are  largely  devoted  to 
Spanish  American  women  po- 
ets. She  wished  to  write  a 
biography  of  the  rebellious 


Uruguayan  poet.  Delmira 
Agustlni.  and  took  me  aback 
when  I visited  her  in  1990  by 
saying  she  would  have  liked 
to  write  a biography  of  Eva 
Peron.  A female  Latin  Ameri- 
can demagogue  is  regarded 
with  more  tolerance  than  a 
male  one. 

The  Cuban  poet  CCsar  Lo- 
pez said  not  long  ago  that 
Dulce  Maria  needed  her  fam- 
ily's renowned  longevity  to 
win  the  recognition  that  her 
work  merited.  Real  fame 
came  to  her  when  she  was 
very  old:  first  she  received 
the  1987  Cuban  National  Prize 
for  Literature  and.  in  1992, 
the  Spanish-speaking  world’s 
most  prestigious  literary 
prize,  the  Cervantes. 

Young  Cuban  intellectuals 
have  wearied  of  being  told 
that  everything  worthwhile 
started  in  1959.  So  the  awe 
inspired  by  the  1993  appear- 
ance on  Cuban  TV  of  a fairy- 
like grandmother  of  the 
nation,  with  specs,  cracked 
voice  and  laced-up  granny 
shoes,  came  as  no  surprise. 

Now  that  Dulce  Maria  is 
dead,  and  can  no  longer 
answer  back,  in  what  sepul- 
chre. whited  for  the  occasion, 
does  the  Cuban  culture  minis- 
try plan  to  enclose  her? 

Verity  Smith 

Dulce  Maria  Loynaz,  poet  bom 
December  10,  1902;  died  April 
27. 1997 


Th»  Guardian  Tuesday  May  6 1997 


Sheila  Rothwell 


Dulce  Marla  Loynaz with  her  cracked  voice  and  laced-up  shoes,  grandmother  to  a 

nation  and  deservedly  famous  at  last  in  extreme  old  age  ' photograph:  Canadian  press 


TVBenn 


A library  built  for  the  generations 


LEEDS  was  the  home 
city  of  TV  (Thomas 
Vincent)  Benn,  who 
has  died  aged  94,  and 
he  was  to  spend  bis  entire, 
distinguished  career  — from 
student  to  senior  academic  — 
within  its  university’s  French 
department. 

In  1923,  when  he  graduated, 
he  needed  an  exemption  from 
the  minimum  age  regulation 
before  be  could  embark  on  his 
doctorate,  which  was 
awarded  two  years  later  for  a 
critical  bibliography  of  the 
18th  century  polymath. 
L S Mercier.  He  was  still  only 


23  when  he  joined  the  depart- 
ment. There  he  remained 
until  his  1968  retirement  but 
returned  for  another  genera- 
tion as  a highly  active  honor- 
ary lecturer.  “Honorary  is,’’ 
he  said,  "as  honorary  does." 

Benn  was  an  innovator,  in 
language  teaching  and  test- 
ing, exploiting  the  educa- 
tional uses  of  the  gramophone 
and  breaking  with  tradition 
by  catapulting  contemporary 
texts  into  the  undergraduate 
syllabus.  By  1927,  he  was 
active  in  the  Yorkshire 
branch  of  the  Modem  Lan- 
guages Association,  setting 


up  a schools  lectures  scheme 
and  being  in  at  the  birth  of 
the  still-functioning  York- 
shire-Liiie  schools  exchange. 
In  1929,  he  launched  the 
French  Students'  Subscrip- 
tion Library  which  made 
scarce  publications  available. 
In  the  recession,  it  was  a 
boon;  during  the  war.  when 
books  from  abroad  were  un- 
obtainable, it  was  invaluable. 

By  then.  Benn  was  assistant 
secretary  to  the  regional  com- 
mittee for  adult  education,  di- 
recting a 200-strong  panel  of 
teachers  providing  language 
classes  for  servicemen.  He 


also  produced,  while  fire- 
watching  in  Otley,  Learning 
to  Speak  Hindustani,  aimed  at 
those  posted  to  India. 

His  department  and  Univer- 
sity, benefited  from  his  monu- 
mental organisational  and 
planning  skills.  He  served 
scholarship  with  the  same 
selfless  spirit,  devising  criti- 
cal bibliographies  and  com- 
piling, for  a record  21  years 
after  1951.  the  20th  century 
section  of  The  Year’s  Work  in 
Modern  Languages.  Benn 
reported  on  some  400  books 
and  essays  annually,  with  a 
fair-mindedness  which  did 


not  exclude  irony  or  mild 
rebukes  addressed  to  an 
author  careless  enough  to 
miss  "an  Illinois  thesis  of 
1946". 

Supematurally  patient  and 
single-minded,  he  continued 
to  add  to  his  Mercier  bibliog- 
raphy and  to  the  Anglo- 
French  Index,  a record  of  pub- 
lications showing  French 
knowledge  of  English  affairs 
from  the  Renaissance  to  the 
Romantics,  which  eventually 
ran  200,000  entries.  He  consid- 
ered publication  of  his  long- 
term projects,  but  never  be- 
lieved he  bad  done  enough. 


any  more  than  a mountaineer 
feels  tempted  to  give  up  on 
the  mountain  that  is  always 
there. 

He  never  lost  fa  ith  with  the 
Enlightenment,  but  taught 
everything  from  medieval  lit- 
erature to  Robbe-GriDet  His 
natural  sympathies  went  to 
Montaigne  and  his  intellec- 
tual curiosity  to  modem  writ- 
ing; few  scholars  could  match 
his  knowledge  of  French  liter- 
ature and  thought  from  the 
1930s  to  the  1960s.  His  mem- 
ory was  phenomenal  and  he 
was  generous  with  his  vast 
erudition,  especially  to 
younger  colleagues,  whom  he 
treated  with  exceptional 
kindness. 

Essentially  a private  man. 
happily  married  for  more 
than  60  years,  he  viewed  his 
achievements  with  modesty; 
if  he  had  a trumpet,  he  was 
never  known  to  Slow  it  But 


he  had  guts,  and  he  stuck  to 
them.  Like  Mercier,  whom  he 
served  so  well,  hie  was  at 
heart  a rationalist  dissenter, 
with  a constitutional  aver- 
sion to  pretentiousness,  dog- 
matism and  flannelling. . 

Generations  of  students 
will  remember  him  with  af- 
fection on  his  sft-upand-beg 
bicycle  which,  even  nearing 
90,  he  rode  fearlessly  down 
Woodhouse  Lane  But  his  ulti- 
mate memorial  will  surely  be 
the  outstanding  French  hold- 
ings of  the  Brotbertan  Li- 
brary, which  he  did  so  much 
to  build  over  three  genera- 
tions. Dr  Benn  spent  his 
career  in  books,  and  by  them 
shall  be  be  remembered. 


David.  Coward 


Thomas  Vincent  Benn.  French 
scholar  and  bibliographer,  bom 
April  20. 1903;  died  April  25, 1997 


Eugene  Stoner 


Maverick  designer  of 
the  world’s  weapon 


US  Army  sergeant  checking  and  cleaning  her  M16  during  the  Gulf  war.  Although  US  top 
brass  initially  disliked  the  M16.  more  than  4 million  of  them  are  in  service  world-wide 


IDGENE  Stoner,  who 
has  died  aged  74,  was 
lone  of  the  two  giants  of 
post-1945  firearms  design,  the 
other  being  MT Kalashnikov, 
who  designed  the  Soviet 
AK47.  Stoner  held  more  than 
100  weapons  design  patents, 
but  was  best  known  for  de- 
signing the  ArmaLite  AR-15 
rifle,  known  by  its  United 
States  Army  designation  as 
the  M16. 

Bom  in  Gasport.  Indiana, 
Stoner  grew  up  in  California. 
During  the  second  world  war, 
be  served  as  an  aerial  ord- 
nance specialist  with  the  US 
Marine  Corps.  Subsequently, 
he  worked  in  aircraft  compo- 
nent design  and  manufacture. 
By  1954.  be  was  an  employee 
of  the  Fairchild  Corporation, 
which  was  setting  up  a new 
division,  to  be  known  as  Ar- 
maLite. to  develop  light-- 
weight,  non-ferrous  metal  and 
plastic  firearms.  Stoner's 
technical  expertise  made  him 
an  ideal  choice  as  chief 
engineer. 

Stoner  once  told  tbe  Hous- 
ton Chronicle  that  his  success 
was  the  story  of  “a  hobby  that 
became  a profession".  His 
first  rifle,  the  AR-10,  failed  to 
win  any  major  orders,  but 
attracted  the  attention  of  ele- 
ments in  the  US  Army  who 
were  interested  in  tbe  possi- 
bilities offered  by  small-cali- 
bre. high-velocity  cartridges. 
So  Stoner  was  asked  to  design 
a rifle  similar  to  the  AR-10. 
but  chambering  a .22  calibre 
round.  The  result  was  the  AR- 


15.  which  combined  the  best 
elements  of  several  existing 
weapons.  The  use  of  plastic 
and  aluminium,  along  with 
the  small  calibre  5.56mm  car- 
tridge. made  it  extraordi- 
narily light  in  weight  for  a 
military  rifle,  while  the  car- 
tridge’s low  recoil  and  the 
'‘straight-in-line”  stock  of- 
fered tbe  possibility  of  con- 
trollable automatic  fire. 

In  1959,  the  venerable  but 
ailing  Celt  firearms  company 
took  a risk  on  its  ftiture  and 
purchased  tbe  manufacturing 
and  marketing  rights  to  the 
AR-15  from  ArmaLite.  Colt’s 
first  attempt  to  sell  the 
weapon  was  in  south-east 
Asia.  It  met  with  an  enthusi- 
astic response,  but  these  po- 
tential buyers  were  barred 
from  US  ftmding  to  buy 
weapons  not  on  issue  to  the 
American  armed  forces, 
which  had  looked  askance  at 
the  AR-15. 

So,  at  the  birthday  party  of 
Fairchild's  president,  one  of 
the  guests  — the  head  of  the 
US  Air  Force's  Strategic  Air 
Command.  General  Curtis  Le- 
May  — - was  given  the  oppor- 
tunity to  shoot  water  melons 
with  the  AR-15.  LeMay  was 
impressed.  He  demanded  the 
rifle's  issue  to  personnel 
guarding  his  Strategic  Air 
Command  bases.  In  1962,  the 
USAF  was  finally  permitted 
to  purchase  the  AR-15  and, 
simultaneously,  the  US  Army 
got  favourable  results  from 
testing  tbe  weapon  in  Viet- 
nam. Soon  Defence  Secretary 


Robert  McNamara  was  de- 
manding to  know  how  the 
rifle  compared  with  tbe 
Army’s  M14,  the  production 
of  which  had  been  dogged  by 
scandal  and  delay.  Despite 
resistance  from,  the  Army 
ordnance  department,  McNa- 
mara terminated  M14  produc- 
tion in  1963,  and  made  what 
was  intended  to  be  a one-off 
purchase  of  AR-i5s  to  fill  the 
gap  in  small-arms. 

Soon  after  entering  service 
with  American  forces  in  Viet- 
nam, the  M16,  as  the  AR-15 
was  designated,  was  labelled 
as  unreliable  In  combat. 
Many  of  the  problems  were 
the  result  of  improper  mainte- 
nance and  unsuitable  propel- 
lant in  the  cartridges;  others 
were  eliminated  by  modifica- 
tions. Maj.  Gen.  George  Pat- 
ton Jr.  wrote  in  the  Washing- 
ton Post  that  “When  1 asked  a 
soldier  about  reported  M-16 
malfunctions  he  simply 
answered,  ‘Colonel,  I’ve  got 
no  problem.  If  you  take  care 
of  it,  it  will  take  care  of  you’. " 

THE  MiG’s  eventual  suc- 
cess ensured  that  McNa- 
mara's one-time  buy 
was  followed  by  full-scale  pro- 
curement. Stoner's  rifle,  and 
its  derivatives,  remain  in  ser- 
vice with  the  US  military  and 
with  many  other  countries. 
About  4 million  of  them  have 
been  made  and  the  5.56mm 
cartridge  developed  for  tbe 
AR-15  has,  in  revised  form, 
been  adopted  as  a Nato 
standard. 


Stoner  was  always  some- 
thing of  a maverick.  He  left 
ArmaLite  before  the  M16 
gained  acceptance,  worked 
for  two  other  weapons  manu- 
facturers before,  in  1971,  be- 
coming a founding  partner  of 
the  arms  research  and  devel- 
opment company.  Ares.  He 
created  the  Stoner  63  Weapon 
System  — a series  of  infantry 
weapons  employing  common 
components  — a widely-used 
25mm  cannon,  and  a 9mm 
pistol  for  Colt. 

Stoner  owned  and  flew  heli- 
copters and  jets.  In  recent 
years,  he  became  a friend  of 
his  competitor  and  colleague, 
the  Russian  Mikhail  Kalash- 
nikov. ("Mikhail,''  the  Chi- 
cago Tribune  quoted  Stoner 
as  saying,  "your  gun  is  more 
reliable  than  mine-  It's  sim- 
pler.”) These  two  designers  — 
both  self-taught  and  great  be- 
lievers In  the  practical  — had 
an  intimate  knowledge  of.  and 
respect  for,  each  other’s 
work,  but  their  circum- 
stances afforded  an  ironic 
contrast.  Kalashnikov  was 
relatively  poor  but  feted  as  a 
national  hero;  Stoner  was 
wealthy  but  little  known  by 
the  public  and  never  officially 
honoured  by  his  country. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Barbara,  three  daughters  and 
a sou. 

Paul  Cornish 

Eugene  Morrison  Stoner,, 
weapons  designer,  bom  Novem- 
ber 22, 1 922,  died  April  24, 1997 


Rights 
to  equal 
lives 


SHEILA  Rothwell.  who 
has  died  aged  SL  was  a 
campaigner  for  equal  op- 
portunities for  women  in  man- 
agement,  who  became  an  in- 
ternatlonally-recognised 
business-school  academic.  She 
was  driven  by  tbe  need  to  see 
people  progress  — young  stu- 
dents. middle  managers  In  in- 
ternational companies  and 
people  affected  by  changed 
working  patterns. 

siu*  read  history  at  West- 
field  College,  London.  She 
married  and  in  tbe  late  1950s 
moved  to  an  oil  refinery  site 
in  Trinidad,  before  helping 
her  husband  to  set  up  a civil 
engineering  consultancy  prac- 
tice In  Barbados.  She  raised  a 
son  and  a daughter,  registered 
for  an  external  London  PhD 
nr>  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
lectured  in  the  Extra-Moral 
Department  of  tbe  University 
of  the  West  Indies. 

In  1968,  her  marriage  broke 
up-  Bad:  in' London,  she  took 
an  MSc  in  industrial  relations 
at  the  London  School  of  Eco- 
nomics, where  she  became,  at 
first,  a research  assistant,  and 
later  a full-time  lecturer.  She 
also  campaigned  for  equal  op- 
portunities, while  advising 
tbe  House  of  Lords  .committee 
on  miff-discrimination  and  the 
Commission  on  Industrial 
Relations.  In  1975,  she  became 
assistant  secretary  of  the 
National  Union  of  Bank  Em- 
ployees. But  after  a year  she 
joined  Hie  new  Equal  Opportu- 
nities Commission,  first  run- 
ning its  Manchester  office, 
then  taking  over  tbe  London 
office. 

In  1979,  she  joined  Henley 
Management  College  and  be- 
came director  of  the  Centre 
for  Employment  Policy  Stud- 
ies. During  her  17.  years  there 
she  also  developed  external 
roles,  undertaking  assign- 
ments for  the  - International 
Labour  Office  in  Africa  the 
Far  East,  and  in  1984.  she 
advised  the  Advisory  Concili- 
ation and  Arbitration  Service 
on  equal  pay.  Her  involve- 
ment with  ACAS  continued 
until  her  death.  In  1992  she 
became  the  deputy  chairman 
of  the  Central  Arbitration 
Committee. 

She  was  a prolific  writer 
and  her  main  theme  was  how 
people  were  treated  by 

■ She  remarried  in  1985.  Her 
second  husband,  Graham 
Reid,  was  untfl  recently  a dep- 
uty secretary  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Employment.  She  is 
survived  by  a son  and  n«ugh- 
ter  from  her  first  marriage. 


Sheila  Rothwell,  academic,  born 
August  22,  1935;  died  April  4, 
1997 


Rothwell  — sense  of  justice 


Birthdays 


Lt-Gen  Sir  Jeremy  Blacker, 
Master-General,  of  the  Ord- 
nance. 58;  Tony  Blair,  Prime 


Minister,  Labour  Party  leader. 
44;  John  Bond,  cricket  um- 
pire, 65;  Prof  Rosemary 
Cramp,  Saxon  archaeologist. 
68;  Alexandra  Fend,  balle- 
rina, 34;  Neil  Foster,  crick- 
eter, 35;  Eleanor  Platt,  QC,  59; 
Alan  Ross,  author,  poet,  75; 
Sonia  Rykiel,  fashion  de- 
signer, 67;  Graeme  Sourness, 
Southampton's  football  man- 
ager, 44;  Rt  Rev  John  Taylor, 
Bishop  of  St  Albans.  68. 


Jackdaw 


Sins  of  flesh 

DFVXME  damnation,  sincere 
regret  and  secondary  infec- 
tion are  just  some  of  the  argu- 
ments raised  in  opposition  to 
those  no  longer  satiated  by 
doodling  on  themselves  with 
permanent  marker  or  who 
are  unhappy  with  their  allot- 
ted number  of  cavities.  Then 
there  is  the  strong  argument 
against  tattooing  and  body 
piercing  out  of  respect  for 
survivors  of  the  Holocaust. 
Each  survivor  has  their  own 
story  about  the  u umber  on 
their  arm  and  may  harbour 
reservations. 

Tattooing  and  body  pierc- 
ing were  once  the  domain  of 
the  criminally  insane,  foot- 


ball hard  men  or  those  forced 
to  spend  extended  periods  of 
time  at  sea.  The  tattoo  shared 
a perculiarly  affectionate 
place  in  the  British  psyche 
alongside  ferrets,  lager  and  a 
night  out  reversing  the  Ford 
Capri  into  the  local  Dixon’s 
for  a touch  of  duty-free  shop- 
ping. But  no  more.  Alicia  Sil- 
verstone  did  the  bellybutton 
thing  in  an  Aerosmith  video 
and  Drew  Barrymore. 

Cher.  Roseaiute.  Christy ' 
Turlington.  Liam  and  Patsy 
are  just  some  of  the  glitterati 
leading  the  tattoo  revolution. 
New  Moon  looks  at  the  Jewish 
perspective  on  tattoos  and  other 
taboos. 


THERE  is  something  inter- 
esting going  on  in  the  Muslim 
world,  and  1 am  not  referring 
to  extremism  and  violence. 
The  media  headlines  concen- 
trate on  the  killings  on  Alge- 
ria and  Palestine  and  the  op- 
pression in  Afghanistan,  or 
on  Islamic  activists  who  have 
the  power  to  force  govern- 
ments and  courts  in  Egypt 
and  the  Gulf  to  limit  freedom 
of  speech  and  religious  prac- 


tice. But  they  ignore  the  fact 
that  the  majority  of  musiims 
in  the  Arab  world  are.  if  any- 
thing more  affronted  by  such 
events  than  are  people  in  the 
west  They  certainly  feel 
more  threatened  by  them. 

The  noise  of  such  headlines 
is  drown  ing  out  a growing 
trend  among  Muslims  in  the 
Arab  world.  It  is  a trend 
which  not  only  rejects  the  ex- 
tremist minority  but  also  is 
trying  to  offer  a positive  Is- 
lamic alternative  to  both  the 
extremists  and  the 
conservatives. 

It  is  one  which  is  finding 
increasing  support  among 
the  educated  youth.  Argu- 
ably. it  represents  a reasser- 
tion of  the  historic  main- 
stream oflslara  after  a period 
of  post-colonial  upheaval 
Those  In  the  west  who  ignore 
it  effectively  sustain  the  ex- 
tremist minorities. 

The  Tablet  on  the  Muslims 
who  don ’t  make  the  headlines. 

Country  hype 

LAST  week  we  were  told  by 
an  investigative  television 
report  that  children  brought 
up  in  the  countryside  were 


less  healthy  than  those  living 
in  the  city  and  so  are  far  more 
likley  to  suffer  early  deaths 
as  adults.  “Country  life  is  a 
killer/1  warns  tbe  Sunday 
Times  in  the  aftermath.  Could 
this  spell  the  end  of  country 
life  as  we  know  it? 

Last  weekend  parents  in  the 
countryside  wasted  no  time 
evacuating  children  for 
safety.  It  was  like  the  second 
world  war  only  in  reverse.  At 
little  branch-line  stations  all 
over  Britain,  parents  could  be 
seen  popping  thin,  pasty-faced 
toddlers  on  the  train  to  Pad- 
dington or  Ring's  Cross. 
••You'll  be  much  safer,” 
sobbed  the  mothers. tying 
labels  on  the  children's  coats 
read  Lng:  “Please  care  for  my 
cb  Ud  until  things  look  up.11 

Well,  not  quite.  The  televi- 
sion report  certainly  con- 
cluded that  all  those  thou- 
sands of  parents  who  moved  to 
the  country  thinking  they 
were  giving  their  children  the 
best  possible  start  in  life,  and 
the  millions  of  us  who  were 
brought  up  in  rural  areas  be- 
cause our  parents  made  the 
sa  me  choice,  were  scandal- 
ously misled.  But  anyone  who 
viewed  it  criticallv  will  have 


gleaned  little  new  informa- 
tion about  the  reality  of  Ufe  for 
rural  children,  although 
much  was  revealed  about  the 
media's  prejudices. 

Don 't  believe  the  urban  health 
myth,  warns  Country  Life. 

Imperial  cool 

BEFORE  gaining  popularity 
with  stolid  Victorians,  the  cu- 
cumber had  caused  only  the 
occasional  stir.  In  the  17th 
century,  in  his  tome.  The 
Anatomy  of  Melancholy.  Rob- 
ert Burton  attribu  ted  a build 
up  of  black  bile  (resulting  in 
melancholia)  to  an  over-indul- 
gence of  cucumber.  Even  ear- 
lier. it  had  proved  a firm 
favourite  with  Tiberius,  the 
second  emperor  of  the  great 
Roman  Empire.  When  he  took 
up  office  In  14AD.  he  was  so 
enamoured  with  the  vegetable 
that  he  devised  a garden  on 
wheels  to  ensure  maximum 

sunshine  fora  maximum 

crop.  Whether  he  ate  them  all 
is  debatable—  Tiberius,  who 
had  been  forced  to  marry  his 
step-sister,  was  one  or  the 
great  lechers  and  debanchers 
of  all  time.  He  died  at  the 
hands  of  h is  guards  after 


a particularly  heavy  session. 
GQcharts  the  history  of  the 
cucumber. 

Lad  science 

WHEN  the  institutions  of 
science  were  forming  during 
the  mid-i7th  century,  the 
Royal  Society  of  London 
stated  that  its  business  was 
“to  raise  a masculine  philoso- 
phy*’. Francis  Bacon  advo- 
cated using  the  new  experi- 


FEMIN1NE  FACE  OF  SCIENCE 

trnmn  jtjtr.  «sfr«jcP  mituKt 


Resurgence ...  no  hoy  zone 


mental  philosophy  to  inaugu- 
rate the  “truly  masculine 
birth  of  time,”  to  lead  men  to 
“nature  with  all  her  children, 
to  bind  her  to  your  service, 
and  make  her  your  slave. . . 
to  conquer  and  subdue  her,  to 
shake  her  to  her  founda- 
tions.’' Even  Aristotle  called 
femaleness  “a  deformity,  a 
mutilation”.  He  extended  the 
terms  male  and  female  to  the 
cosmos,  where  he  saw  the 
eternal  and  immutable  heav- 
ens as  male  and  the  change- 
able and  generative  earth  as 
female. 

So  from  thebegining  of 
western  science,  qualities 
that  were  classified  as  femi- 
nine were  regarded  as  irrele- 
vant— even  dangerous — to 
science. 

In  20th  century  America, 
articles  In  the  journal  Science 
Education  have  called  for  sci- 
entists to  “deliberately 
renounce  all  emotion  and  de- 
sire," “to  think  coldly"  and  "to 
be  impersonal,  dispassionate, 
and  faoraughiyself-oontrafled 
fa  thinking” 

So  If  we  don’t  value  the  fem- 
inine side  of  onr  humanity,  of 
our  world,  of  our  reality — if 
we  don’t  value  feeling,  nurtur- 


ing. receptivity,  co-operation 
and  intuition — what  do  we 
miss  seeing? 

Resurgence  on  the  feminine 
face  of  science. 

B&BbyH&Q 

THERE  is  a major  but  very, 
difficult  realisation  that 
needs  to  be  reached  about 
Beads  AndButthead—  diffi- 
cult, thatis,  for  people  who 
think  their  Radio  4 sense  of 
humour  sophisticated,  *i*< 
turn  up  their  noses  at  such 
“evidently”  fatuous  fare;  as 
well  as  being  a beautlfully 
barbed  take  on  foe  MTV  gen- 
eration (ironically  by  Mike. 
Judge,  who  helped  to  create 
It,)  the  programme  is  one  of 
the  Greatest  comic  Inventions 
ever.  . 

Surprising  accolade  from 


Jackdaw  wants  your  jewels.  E- 
maUjadcdaw@guurdian» 
-CO.uk; fax 0171-713 4366;  write 
Jackdaw,  The  Guardian,  219 
Farringdon  Road.  London 
EC1R3ER 
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Julia  Finch 

HELL,  tiie  oil  EMBor, 
is  feeing  tough  new 
demands  to  dean  op 

Jits  act  on  eaviron- 

. a mental  and  human 

ritfits  issues,  as:  two  leading 
environmental  and  human 
rights  organisations  bach  a 
Shareholders’  resolution  de- 
manding higher  standards. 

Amnesty  UK  and  the  World- 
Wide  Fund  for  Nature  are  to 
speak  today  at  a City  seminar 
organised  by  shareholder 
pressure  group  Pensions  In- 
vestment Research  Consul- 
tants to  galvanise  support  for 


the  resolution  ahead  of  Shell's 
May  14  annual  meeting. 

It  win  be  the  first  time  a big 
British  company  has  fared  a 
shareholders’  resolution  on 
environmental  and  human 
rights  issues. 

The  prominence  of  the  reso- 
lution's new  supporters  is 
likely  to  embarrass  Shell. 
Amnesty  is  being  respresent- 
ed  by  Sir  Geoffrey  Chandler, 
chairman  of  its  business 
group  and  a former  Shell  di- 
rector. The  Worldwide  Fund 
for  Nature  is  headed  by  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh 

The  shareholders’  resolu- 
tion calls  on  Shell  to  adopt 
new  group-wide  standards  “in 


recognition  of  the  importance 
Of  environmental  and  corpo- 
rate responsibility  policies, 
(including  those  relating  to 
human  rights)  to  the  compa- 
ny's operations,  corporate 
profile  and  performance”. 

It  wants  a special  report  on 
the  company’s  operations  in 
Nigeria,  where  Shell  has  been 
accused  of  widespread  pollu- 
tion and  colluding  with  a gov- 
eminent  that  an  appalling 
human  rights  record. 

Some  18  private  and  public 
pension  funds  have  signed  the 
motion,  along  with  five  reli- 
gious institutional  funds  and 
one  academic  fond.  It  has  the 
hantring  of  many  private  in- 


vestors. “Feeling  about  this 
issue  is  running  high,”  said 
Anne  Simpson  of  Pirc.  “These 
are  long-standing  private  in- 
vestors, not  campaigners  and 
activists  with  Just  a single 
share.” 

Ms  Simpon  said  the  resolu- 
tion was  designed  to  make 
Shell  realise  that  a company’s 
approach  to  environmental 
and  human  1 rights  Issues  is 
fiuidaznsntal  to  Its  coznmer- 
dial  future. 

Pirc  says  the  company’s 
reputation  Is  being  damaged 
by  events  such  as  the  contro- 
versial disposal  of  Its  Brent 
Spar  oil  platform  and  its  oper- 
ations in  Nigeria,  and  that 


they  have  “important  com- 
mercial repercussions". 

Among  those  attending 
today's  Fire  briefing  will  be 
several  insurance  companies 
— dven  though  the  Associa- 
tion of  British  Insurers  has 
urged  its  members  to  back 
Shell  Ken  Wiwa,  son  of  exe- 
cuted Nigerian  human  rights 
campaigner  Ken  Sara-Wiwa, 
will  also  be  attending. 

Shell  has  been  lobbying 
City  investors  to  ensure  it  is 
defeated. 

A company  spokesman 
said:  “The  resolution  is  not 
needed.  It  Is  based  oaa  lack  of 
understanding  of  what  the 
company  already  does.” 


Dark  suspicions 
linger  in  City 


Alex  Brummer 


Buffett 

discounts 


THE  atmosphere  at  the 
Aksarben  convention 
oentre  was  a crass  be- 
tween a rock  concert  and  a 
church  revivalist  meeting  ~ 
yesterday  as  more  than  7,000 

shareholders  thTongad  the 

annualmeeting  ofBerkshire 
Hathaway. 

But  the  message  they 
received  from  Warren  Buf- 
fett, Berkshire’s  boss  and 
guru  of  the  value  sharehold-  - 
log  ethos,  was  an  unpalatable 
warning  that  his  Investment' 
vehicle  will  almost  certainly . 
foil  to  repeat  its  spectacular 
gains  of  the  past  10  years  or 
more. 

“American  business  has 
done  extremely  well  and  that 
has  been  a huge  plus  for  secu- 
rities; interest  rates  have  also 
fallen.  Botiffactors  combined 
to  produce-conditions  thafreti- 
hance  the  true  value  of  Ameri- 
can business  and  that’s  pretty 
well  recognised  now,”  Mr  Buf- 
fett told  shareholders. 

Berkshire  has  had  an 
annual  return  per  share  of  al- 
most 24  per  cent  since  1065, 
compared  with  the  15  per  cent 
ofthe  Standard  and  Poor’s  In- 
dex of  500  companies. 

But  sheer  size  brings  its 
problems  and  Mr  Buffett  said: 
“Large  amounts  of  capital  are 
not  going  to  compound  at  out- 
standing rates.” 

- He  added  thathe  would  be  - 
more  than  pleased  if  Berk- 
shire gained  15  per  cent  annu- 
ally over  the  next  10  years. 
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. . Warren  Buffett  makes  a rare  public  appearance  in  Omaha  to  receive  shareholders*  adulation 
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Technology  tycoon  is  to  take 
helm  of  Tories’  PF1  flagship 


| ULTI-MHUONAIRE 
businessman  Geof- 
„ _ .Jftuy  Robinson,  ■ the 
new  Paymaster-General,  is  to 

tflkP  on  the  high-profile  job  of 
motivating  economic  growth 
■a  a tppU  as  overseeing  the 
tricky  Private  Finance  Initia- 
tive and  privatisation  portfo- 
lios, it  was  announced 
yesterday. 

AtSTifr*obinsan  is  a lit- 
tle toug3p  the  tooth  by  the 
youthful  standards  of  the 
Government  ' but  with  age 

of  business 
which  r^gyyn^TPiTl  use  to  de- 
flect  'crSfcifev'af  naivety  in 
the  twuftfl  wntid  of  market 


multi-lin- 
gual tod  jata  forniture  manu- 
facturer Ta -a  dose  friend  of 


Chancellor  Gordon  Brown 
and  Tony  Blair,  who  bor- 
rowed the  Robinson  holiday 
villas  In  France  and  Tuscany 
last  year.  He  is  credited  with 
devising  the  windfall  tax  — 
predicted  to  reap  £5  billion 
from  the  privatised  utilities 
for  Labour’s  employment 
project 

ms  CV  is.  impressive.  He 
went  from  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity to  Yale  in  the  US  where 
he  met  Harold  Wilson  and 
was  drafted  into  the  Labour 
research  department  to  work 
on  transport  policy  at  the 

tender  age  of  28. 

He  was  at  the  fcentre  of  Wil- 
son’s white  heat  of  technology 
revolution  — the  blueprint 
for  Mr  Blair’s  drive  to  expand 
economic  growth  — before 
being  appointed  financial 
controller  of  British  Leyland, 
aged  31.  Two  years  later  he 


became  chief  executive  of  Jag- 
uar Cars.  An  MP  since  1976, 
MT  Robinson  has-  kept  a low 
profile  in  Parliament  since 
1986  when  he  resigned  a front- 
bench  Job.  Hie  managed  a 
whole  year  without  speaking 
a word  in  the  chamber. 

His  silence  coincided  with 
10  years  building  up  the  Mid- 
lands-based engineering 
group  TranSTec — now  worth 
about  £200  million  and  the 
generator  of  most  of  his 
wealth.  He  is  nonexecutive 

rhalman. 

With  his  feet  dearly  placed 
firmly  in  both  the  business 
and  Labour  Party  circles,  Mr 
Robinson  was  an  obvious 
choice  to  fulfil  Labour's  mani-. 
festo  promise  to  “reinvigo- 
rate”  the  Private  Finance  Ini- 
tiative — a task  he  had 
reputedly  earmarked  prior  to 
the  election. 


The  PF1  was  the  Tories' 
flagship  policy,  aimed  at 
wringing  funds  from  the  pri- 
vate sector  to  pay  for  services 
and  capital  investment  pro- 
jects previously  run  by  the 
public  sector. 

Targets  have  been  set  and 
then  redefined  because  of  de- 
lays. Business  has  com- 
plained of  red  tape.  Invest- 
ment has  been  cut  -off  at  the 
public  end  before  the  gaps 
have  been  filled  by  the  pri- 
vate sector.  Lawyers  are 
widely  believed  to  be  having  a 
field  day.  Efforts  have  been 
made  to  address  the  “teething 
problems”  sthl  cited  by  Tory 
ministers  four  years  into  Its 
young  life. 

Company  bosses  who  have 
been  waxy  ofthe  PFT  may  find 
a new  friend  in  Mr  Robinson, 
on  record  as  saying  that  noth- 
ing should  lose  money. 


Board  members 
get  outside  perks 


Lin  Buckingham 


Nonexecutive  direc- 
tors are  involved  in 
many  deals.  Including 
consultancy  contracts  and 
preferential  housing  loans, 
with  companies  where  they 
are  supposed  to  be  acting  as 
independents  in  the  board- 
room.  new  research  reveals. 

Three  years  after  Sir 
Adrian  Cadbury’s  committee 
stressed  the  need  for  com- 
pletely Independent  directors 
to  work  alongside  executives, 
the  study  shows  an  alarm- 
ingly close  relationship  be- 
tween some  non-executives 
and  the  companies  which  em- 
piny  them 

The  research  by  Company 
Reporting  reveals  that  nearly 
three-quarters  of  service 
transactions  with  related  par- 


ties. such  as  the  provision  of 
legal  or  other  professional 
services,  involved  non-execu- 
tive directors. 

“Non-executives  [or 
businesses  they  are  heavily 
connected  with]  account  for 
over  half  of  consultancy  ar- 
rangements, and  30  per  cent 
of  leasing  arrangements  with 
related  parties,”  said  Com- 
pany Reporting. 

The  study  suggests  that  it 
may  be  routine  to  find  non- 
executives  financially  heavily 
dependent  on  companies. 

The  research  showed  that 
roughly  a quarter  of  the  com- 
panies surveyed  had  revealed 
so-called  related-party  trans- 
actions. Associated  British 
Foods,  for  example,  reported 
them  as  applying  to  trading, 
rendering  or  receiving  ser- 
vices and  the  provision  of 
finance. 


■ HERE  is  much  to  be  reas- 

I sured  about,  but  ai«u> 

I some  intriguing  ques- 
tions posed  by  the  shaping  of 
Tony  Blair's  economic  t^m 

The  top  of  the  ticket  combi- 
nation of  Gordon  Brown  as 
Chancellor  and  Alistair  Dar- 
ling as  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  will  cause  few  con- 
cerns in  the  financial  commu- 
nity. The  rock-hard  commit- 
ment to  the  2J5  per  cent 
inflation  target  and  the  series 
of  pledges  made  on  the  public 
finances,  including  the  com- 
mitments to  adhere  to  inher- 
ited Tory  cash  limits  and  the 
“golden  rule”  on  borrowing, 
suggest  that  spending  minis- 
tries like  education  — where 
David  Blunkett  already  has 
discovered  a grey  bole  in  the 
budget  for  further  education 
colleges  — will  be  given 
short-shrift. 

The  large  chunk  of  cash 
which  the  Treasury  believes 
it  can  safely  raise  from  the 
utilities  can  only  be  stretched 
a limited  number  of  ways  — 
with  in-work  benefits  the  pri- 
ority — and  a one-off  charge 
cannot  prudently  be  used  as 
filler  in  permanent  budgets. 

However  strong  a role  Mr 
Brown  will  have  over  the  do- 
mestic economic  agenda,  this 
will  not  preclude  him  from 
challenges  on  the  overseas 
front  With  the  appointment 
of  Doug  Henderson  as  Minis- 
ter for  Europe,  after  an  appar- 
ent initial  approach  by  Mr 
Blair  to  the  pro-European  and 
respected  chairman  of  BP,  Sir 
David  Simon,  it  could  be  ar- 
gued that  European  policy 
has  already  suffered  a setback 
at  the  bands  of  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  Robin  Cook.  There 
could  have  been  no  stronger 
signal  to  the  CBI,  and  for  that 
matter  the  TUC,  both  of 
which  have  a formidable 
European  agenda,  including  a 
positive  line  on  the  single  cur- 
rency, than  roping  in  one  of 
Britain’s  most  Euro-sensitive 
and  intelligent  industrialists. 

Similarly,  the  territory  be- 
tween Clare  Short  as  Minister 
for  Overseas  Development, 
with  a seat  In  the  Cabinet, 
and  the  Treasury  also  has  to 
be  mapped  out.  Previously, 
the  ODA  was  essentially  a 
subsidiary  of  the  Foreign 
Office.  The  addition,  how- 
ever, of  a strong-willed  minis- 
ter in  the  Cabinet  with  res- 
ponsibility for  reshaping 
overseas  development  policy 
— not  least  in  reversing  the 
decline  in  UK  aid  spending  — 
will  bring  opportunities  for 
friction.  The  question  also 
arises  whether  Mr  Brown 
might  be  accompanied  by  Ms 
Short  to  overseas  financial 
gatherings  such  as  the  Den- 
ver G7  economic  summit. 

Back  at  the  Treasury,  the 
rhninp  of  Geoffrey  Robinson 
as  Paymaster  General  with  a 
mission  to  sort  out  the  pri- 
vate finanm  Initiative  (PH)  is 
smart.  Although  much  of  the 
country  been  uplifted  by 
the  election  outcome,  there 
have  remained  dark  suspi- 


cions in  the  business  sector 
about  New  Labour's  ability  to 
drive  the  economy  in  sensible 
directions.  Critics  have  noted 
Brown  lacks  the  real-world 
experience  to  run  a corner 
shop.  Adding  a millionaire 
businessman,  with  successes 
under  his  belt  in  the  Thatcher 
era  at  Jaguar  and  more 
recently  at  TransTec,  an  engi- 
neering group  now  worth 
£200  million,  addresses  the 
entrepreneurial  gap. 

The  PF1  has  never  fulfilled 
its  promise,  yet  it  needs  to  do 
so  if  the  public  finances  are 
not  to  be  radically  redrawn. 
In  this  case  it  means  taking 
on  a Treasury/Civil  Service 
culture  which  has  been  no- 
tably ambivalent  about  pub- 
lic-private ventures  which  (lo 
not  fit  into  the  UK’s  funda- 
mentalist model  of  public  fi- 
nancing. It  will  need  someone 
of  Mr  Robinson's  drive  to 
overcome  these  qualms  and 
leverage  public-sector  guar- 
antees into  real  resources. 

More  of  a mystery  for  the 
Square  Mile  will  be  the  deci- 
sion to  parachute  Helen  Lid- 
dell into  the  Treasury  slot 
looking  after  the  City.  This 
will  certainly  be  something  of 
a cultural  shock  to  those  in 
the  regulatory  and  fond  man- 
agement  community  who 
have  become  used  to  the  con- 
ciliatory voices  of,  succes- 
sively, Alistair  Darling  and 
Mike  O’Brien.  Both  rejected 
root  and  branch  City  reform 
for  a gentle  merger  of  agen- 
cies, Buch  as  that  of  the 
wholesale  fund  manager  Ixnro 
and  the  Securities  and  Fu- 
tures Authority  with  the  Se- 
curities Investment  Board. 

After  filling  the  vacant  SIB 
slot,  Ms  Liddell  might  start  to 
contemplate  wider  issues 
such  as  the  split  of  certain 
regulatory  functions  between 
the  DTI  and  Treasury  and 
whether  the  UK  needs  to 
remove  banking  regulation 
from  Threadneedle  Street  in 
line  with  the  views  of  the 
Treasury  Select  Committee. 

Although  most  eco- 
nomic ministers  have 
now  been  named  by  Mr 
Brown,  he  still  has  some  way 
to  go.  To  overcome  the  domi- 
nation of  Treasury  thinking, 
the  Chancellor  is  committed 
to  establishing  a US-style 
Council  of  Economic  Advi- 
sers, able  to  produce  high- 
quality  instant  analysis  on 
issues  from  the  dangers  posed 
by  the  strength  of  the  pound 
to  the  risks  of  a recession 
being  sparked  by  a fall  in  the 
FTSE  (similar  work  has 
recently  been  prepared  for 
President  Clinton  on  the  dol- 
lar and  the  Dow  by  his  CEA). 

Counterbalancing  the  Trea- 
sury team  on  monetary  policy 
will  be  the  Bank  of  England 
where  two  new  independent 
policymakers  would  be 
drafted  into  a Monetary  Com- 
mittee to  broaden  the  advice 
advanced  to  the  Chancellor 
and  to  offset  the  influence  of 
the  Court  — seen  as  unrepre- 
sentative and  sub-octane  in 
the  quality  of  its  membership. 

Little  of  this  will  be  In  place 
for  tomorrow’s  opening  meet- 
ing between  Bank  Governor 
Eddie  George  and  his  new 
Treasury  colleague  Gordon 
Brown.  The  Bank’s  advice  will 
be  unequivocal-  base  rates  need 
to  rise.  In  spite  ofthe  strength 
of  the  pound,  Mr  Brown  may 
find  it  hard  to  resist  if  be 
wishes  to  build  on  his  carefUUy 
nurtured  credibility  . 


spell  out  cashback  perils 


Retail  scheme  could  be  opening  tor 
‘perfect  crime’.  Dan  Atkinson  reports 


SG£6ALLED  “cashback” 
deals  available  on  cars, 
ffimfiure,  goK  dubs  mid 
a range  of  household  aim  de- 
luxe-goods present  unscrupu- 
lous oaeretcHs  wife  to  open- 
ing for/’tbB,  perfect  crime  . 
the  firtmxatkflial  Chamber  <* 
Commerce  has  warned. 

Reftod  promises  worth  mil- 
lions of  pounds  could  prove 
worthless  and  none  ofthevic- 

tjfn*  would  ba  in  8 position  to 

fair*  action.  according  to  an 

expert  task  force.  ' . 

Honda,  Apple , Computer, 
Hewlett-Packard  and 

are  some  ofthe  top  companies 

whose  products  have  been 
promoted  by 
titroughthe 

h.u»ir”  rh muia.  entitling  toe 


customer  to  return  the  goods 
for  a ftdl  reftmd  to  five  years' 
time. 

Honest  promoters  of  - the 
scheme  say  they  are  gambling 
that  only  a minority  of  cus- 
tomers brill  remembertfreash 
in  the  cheque  within  3fr  days 
ofthe  aniversary  of  pur- 
chase. That  would  allow  pro- 
moters to  keep  most  erf  the 
money  they  charge  retailers 

— typicallyl2^per<*m.of 

the  value  of  a sale.  ... 

Because-the  first  such  Brit- 
ish schemes  did  not  surface 
until  2994-95*  the  ICC sayspo- 
body  will  know  until  the  tom 
of.  flie.  century  whethgr  less 
reputable1  cashback  prompt 

ers  are  stffl  in  business  or 

honour  their  debts. 


Already,  one  cashback  op- 
erator — Intrasarance,  of  the 
Isle  of  Man  — has  gone  out  erf 
business,  leaving  nothing  but 
fictitious  directors  with  bo- 
gus addresses  In  Rome, 
Milan,  palm  Beach,  Daytona 
Beach,  Turin,  Btoightsbridge 
and  Philadelphia. 

The  biggest  operator  to  the 
UK  is  Intervest  Cashback  Pro- 
motions, reputable  subsidiary 
of  a US  group  with  a .$500  mil- 
lion asset  base.  But,the  ICC 
task  force  te  concerned  about 
less  scrupulous  operators. 
The  Office  of  fair. Trading 
has  said  "No  one  can  say  for 
certain  whether  or  not  -the 
money  will  be  refunded.” 

The  ICC  task  force  goes  for- 
ther,  warning  that  .cashback 
could  prove  the  ultimate 
crime,  one  in  which  no  victim 
has  legal  redress. 

“Quite  where  everyone  will 
stand ...  is  not  entirely  dear. 


The  ‘guaranteeing’  company 
promoting  the  scheme  is  not 
offering -a  cheque  to  the  real 
sense  because  there  is  no 
underlying  transaction.  In  ef- 
fect, what  tiie  customer  has  is 
an  10U  which  they  hope  to 
redeem  in  five  years  and 
which  may  or  may  not  be 
judged  legally  valid.” 

One  task  force  member 
warned:  “Cashback ---is par- 
ticularly dever  because  it  ap- 
pears to  evade  the  definitions 
erf  all  regulated  business  .-.It 
is  not  Insurance,  banking,  in- 
vestment business  or  money- 
lending  and,  further,  police 
powers  do  not  ‘bite’  because 
nritii  the  five-year  repayment 
period  arrives  and  is  not  hon- 
oured, no  one  can  demon- 
strate a loss,” 

Even  if  a “cheque”  were  not 
honoured,  “what  loss  can  the 
fomflumgr  demonstrate?  Prob- 
ably none.” 


Electrical-goods  makers 
accused  of  price-fixing 


JuUaRneh 


A LEADING  market 

research  group  has 
accused  electrical-goods 
manufacturers  of  acting 
against  the  interests  of  con- 
sumers by  effectively  ban- 
ning price  competition  on 
the  high  street. 

Verdict  Research  says  in 
most  markets  dominant 
retailers  can  use  their  mus- 
cle to  offer  cheaper  prices 
— but  that  feature  hardly 
exists  in  electrical  retail- 
ing. It  says  the  manufactur- 
ers’ key  aim  is  to  stabilise 
the  market  and  "protect 
their  existing  profit 
levels”.  It  accuses  them  of 
offering  support  and  incen- 
tives to  smaller  retailers  to 
make  sure  there  are  no 
wide  price  differentials 
available  on  their  products. 


Verdict’s  report  comes  as 
electrical  retailers  await 
publication  of  a Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission 
report  on  price-fixing  and 
the  supply  of  electrical 
goods,  which  was  com- 
pleted on  April  30. 

The  research  group  ac- 
knowledges that  full  price 
competition  could  have  a 
severe  impact  on  smaller, 
independent  retailers.  But 
it  adds  that  the  market 
should  be  able  to  accommo- 
date cheap,  no-friUs 
retailers  and  more  expen- 
sive outlets  which  offer 
high  levels  of  service. 

“Virtually  all  retail  mai> 
kets  allow  stores  to  deter1 
mine  their  own  ranges, 
prices  and  exactly  how  they 
are  going  to  add  value,” 
Verdict  says.  But  electrical 
retailers.  It  adds,  "are  not 
entirely  free  to  do  this”. 


Whitbread  eyes 
the  food  menu 


This  week 


Tony  May 

WHITBREAD.  the 

brewing  and  hotels 
group,  is  headed  for  a 
near  12  per  cant  increase  to 
profits  to  £321  million  fiianiry 

to  strong  consumer  demand 
at  a time  of  expansion. 

In  the  year  to  March,  the 
company  spent  about 
£300  million  on  buying  the 

Pelican  chain  of  restaurants,' 
and  expanding  its  Brewers 
Fay  re  pub-restaurants  and 
the  David  Lloyd  sports  clubs. 

J Salisbury  has  already' 
warned  that  profits  fell  from 
£764  million  to  between 
£540 million  and.  £650 million 
in  the  past  year,  but  analysts 


will  focus  on  whether  the 
group  has  its  margins. 

Profits  at  Kwik  Save  are  ex- 
pected to  dip  from  £44:2  mil- 
lion to  between  £32  million 
and  £43  million. 

Body  Shop  International’s 
performance  in  the  US  win  be 
the  main  focus  when  the 
“green  cosmetics”  retailer 
reports  a rise  of  15  per  cent  in 
profit  to  £38  million.  Its  US 
business  lost  £1.3  million  last 
year. 

Ad  update  on  BSkyB’s  digi- 
tal satellite  plans  is  expected 
alongside  third-quarter 
results. 


BP  (OU 

BSkyB  fQ3). 
Royal  Bank  of  Scotland.  Tata  & Lyfo.  Fte- 
•la  J Salnsbufy.  Whhbread.  AMh  RTZ. 

TWnSDAT  — IrtMfafl  K«rik  3IVO.  PW 

■Im  Body  Shop  international,  Sltentnfflht 
Holding*.  AOSflt  Pori 
nUMV-ML 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Australia  SL01 
Austria  18L27 
Belgium  5849 
Canada  221 
Cyprus  0.8075 
Dan  mark  10M 
Finland  8.307 


Franca  9.199 
Germany  2.7370 
Greece  437X0 
Hong  Kong  12*4 
India  58,06 
Ireland  1.0535 
Israel  5j5i 


Italy  2.726 
Malta  0.6095 
Netherlands  3.0685 
New  Zealand  £28 
Norway  11.29 
Portugal  274 M 
Saudi  Arabia  538 


SJngvora22ft 
South  Africa  7 JH 
Spa  hi  228.30 
Sweden  12LS1 
Seitzsriand  223 
Turkey  213,300 
USA  1.5890  . 


Supplied  by  NasWaat  Bant  (mtinttng  Initial i rupa o and  Israeli  shaHal). 
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New  minister  Barbara  Roche  held  the  small  firms  brief  In  opposition 

■ 


That  is  the  wording  6n  the  messages  from  the  small-business 
lobbyists  awaiting  Labour's  incoming  Trade  and  Industry  team. 
Celia  Weston  examines  the  sector's  hopes  and  fears 

m 


THE  appointment  of 
Barbara  Roche  as  a 
Junior  minister  In 
the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry 
places  her  in  a strong  position 
to  continue  the  work  with 
small  firms  she  has  been 
doing  in  opposition. 

However,  the  MP  for  Horn- 
sey and  her  colleagues  fhce  a 
barrage  of  demands  from 
their  new  clients,  even  if 
smaller  firms’  representa- 
tives appear  to  be  less  antago- 
nistic to  New  Labour  than 
traditional  City  Interests 
which,  according  to  an  Ernst 
& Young  poll  of  74  executives 
from  top  businesses,  pub- 
lished yesterday,  believe  the 
Labour  administration  will 
change  the  corporate  culture 
and  bring  In  higher  business 
taxes. 

Big  business  fears  that  such 
policies  as  signing  up  to  the 
Social  Chapter  and  Introduc- 
ing a minimum  wage  Will 
place  heavy  burdens  on  them. 

The  accountancy  firm's  poll 
suggests  nearly  one  in  six  of 
the  anonymous  executives 
questioned  believe  the  new 
government  will  be  bad  for 
business,  with  fewer  than 
20  per  cent  expecting  it  to 
have  a positive  impact. 

Others,  however,  are  seek- 
ing clarity  before  passing 
judgment  on  the  llkley  impact 
or  performance  of  the  new 
government  David  Richard- 
son. president  of  the  100;000- 
strong  British  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  said;  “The  prior- 


ity now  must  be  to  remove  the 
uncertainty  surrounding  the 
new  government's  policies  on 
the  single  currency,  social 
chapter,  minimum  wage  and 
the  economy.  Business  needs 
action  on  these  issues  which 
will  not  damage  competitive- 
ness.'' 

The  Chambers  have  issued 
a six-point  challenge.  The 
new  adminstration  must  take 
an  early  decision  on  whether 
to  join  the  single  currency  in 
1999;  use  fiscal  policy,  if  nec- 
essary adjusting  income  tax, 
to  Steve  off  inflation  and 
avoid  the 
harm  that 
Interest  rate 
rises  would 
do  to  busi- 
ness com- 
petitive- 
ness; 
maintain 
Britain's 
opt-out  from 
the  Social 
Chapter  (too  late  on  that  one); 
keep  down  the  level  of  the 
minimum  wage;  institute  an 
immediate  debate  on  how  to 
tackle  the  UK’s  skills  deficit; 
and  ensure  that  regional  de- 
velopment plans  will  address 
such  issues  as  transport  with- 
out creating  a new  set  of 
bureaucratic  quangos. 

The  Confederation  of  Brit- 
ish Industry  is  also  keen  to 
welcome  in  the  new.  Matthew 
Farrow,  head  of  the  CBTs 
small  and  medium-sized 
enterprises  unit,  said  last 
night  that,  while  In  opposi- 


tion Labour  bad  given  wel- 
come recognition  to  the  needs 
of  owner-managers,  “in  gov- 
ernment, the  challenge  win 
be  to  enable  small  firms  to 
grow  through  providing  a 
stable  fiscal  and  economic  en- 
vironment and  building  on 
the  momentum  of  the  deregu- 
lation initiative,  while  avoid- 
ing the  creation  of  inflexible 
labour  markets  and  other 
burdens  which  stifle  enter- 
prise". 

In  a congratulatory  letter  to 
Tony  Blair,  the  Federation  of 
Smalt  Businesses  said;  "We 
•know  that  you 
have  recog- 
nised the  im- 
portance of  the 
small  firms 
sector  over  the 
last  18  months 
and  would  be 
delighted  were 
you  to  give  the 
small  firms 
minister 
within  your  new  government 
a seat  at  the  Cabinet  table.” . 

The  14  points  In  the  federa- 
tion's "wish  . list"  and  include 
bigger  tax  breaks  for  owner- 
managers  who  use  profits  to 
invest  and  for  expansion;  con- 
tinued opt-out  of  the  social 
chapter  (whoops  again);  a ref- 
erendum on  the  single  cur- 
rency and  on  Europe;  and 
allowing  businesses  which 
pay  their  taxes  on  time  to 
keep  a nominal  percentage  as 
a reward  for  their  tax  collec- 
tion rfforts. 

The  Forum  of  Private  Busi- 


r ness,  the  only  lobby  group  to 
back  Labour's  plan  for  a stat- 
■ utory  right  to  interest  on  late 
payment  of  commercial  debt, 
says  it  is  looking  forward  to 
working  with  the  new  Gov- 
ernment. But  it  does  have  res- 
ervations. 

“While  Labour  has  under- 
gone a ******  change  in  its 
understanding  of  the  contn- 
button  of  smaller  firms,  xts 
approach  to  employment  pol- 
icy still  threatens  the  growth 
and  survival  of  many 
businesses,”  FFB  chief  execu- 
tive Stan  Mendham  said. 

The  TCJC  does  not  agree. 
Bill  Callaghan.  TOC  chief 
economist,  called  for  a new 
partnership  between  small 
firms  and  the  trade  union 
movement  which,  of  course 
hag  its  own  separate  wish  list. 

Mr  Callaghan  said:  “Too 
many  small-  and  medium- 
sized enterprises  are  under- 
performing and,  on  avera^. 
invest  less,  innovate  less,  ex- 
port less,  and  pay  less  than 
larger  firms." 

The  key  to  success  was  to 
find  practical  ways  of  raising 
their  performance.  “One  way 
is  to  embrace  employees,  sup- 
pliers and  customers  as  stake- 
holders,'' be  said.  The  TUCs 
message  was  that  employee 
share  ownership  plans  could 
be  crucial  for  business  suc- 
cess. "Trade  unions  and  small 
firms  should  work  together  to 
establish  minimum  standards 
to  ensure  fair  treatment  and 
to  provide  a firm  basis  for 
competitive  success." 


‘The  priority 
now  must  be  to 
remove  the 
uncertainty’ 
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Page  18  shows  pou  how, 
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iTbur  Cartoon  School 

rcuAi 

lOCLuzeCl. 

Radwriuct,  560  1RU 


a 


FREE  Ifrptgffrqwri 
Uam  bo*  you  can  earn  more. 

keep  dkuc.  atimet  Utter 
dims  and  oqgamsc  yooradf 
cd  achieve  better  results  at 
freelancer. 

“Free  j»OTse(f  to  do  a you 
ptease-^gbes  a for  of 
pracacmt  rndwtcc.^Skeppartf 
has  identified  many  mistakes 
commcnfy  made  by 
fiteiomcers’* 

The  Sunday  Thus 
Send  S AE.  fa:  Dept  OBI, 
The  Fkcehncc  Centre. 

Suii  X 170  Kenmngnoo 
Park  Rd  London 
SE1K4BT 


“IT  IS  ESTIMATED  THAT  $10,000,000 
IS  DEFRAUDED  EVERYDAY” 


Do  any  of  die  following  apply  to  you: 

• Air  you  considering  an  unusual  project  funding  or 
Lnvestxneni  transaction? 

• Have  you  paid  up  front  fees  for  a commercial  loan? 

- Have  you  entered  an  investment  programme  gyuangfifalg 
fantastic  returns? 

If  you  have  you  are  In  serious  danger  of  losing  control  of  your 
money  or  losing  it  altogether 

Contact  City  (IT JC)  Ltd  NOW  for  a comprehensive  appraisal  of  the 
transaction  or  for  a speedy  and  professional  funds  recovery  service 

$6300,000  USD  in  the  process  of  being  recovered  since  April  1997. 
3 Corporations  were  put  under  investigation  in  April  1997  as  k 
result  of  action  taken  by  City  (U.K_)  Ltd. 


Telephone:  -*44  (0)  990  135512 
Facsimile:  -*44(0)990133561 


lines  open  24  Hours 


Over  £25,000 ? 


INLAND  REVENUE,  VATP  BANKS, 

PERSONAL  LOANS,  CREDIT  CARDS 

If  you  hove  high  unoocurad  debts,  and  am  unable  to  mod  the 
repayments  and  would  like  i o end  aA  mo  worry  and  jrasuru  by 
ai  ranging  a begad  agreement  with  your  crocutors  **Hch  fpmtfy 
reduces  your  debts,  sreps  the  demands,  throats,  court  actions  and 
pOCTbc  bankruptcy  - spook  to  us* 

We  can  explain  why  your  creditors  actualy  want  to  help  end  how 
you  can  fogafty,  with  thoirpariiosbri,  write  off  up  to  00%  of 
unsecured  debts  tnckicfang  the  interact  charges  as  mral  as  any 
shortfalls  to  secured  lenders- 


Wlttifri  nine  weefcs  you  can  have  a new  AnonUei  start,  Asoovtr  that 
there  la  a much  better  future  without  the-  stress  and  uncertainty 
that  you  and  your  family  may  bo  expevianchig  at  present. 

This  legislation  does  not  involve  borrowing  any  further  money. 

We  nave  been  fully  established  since  1979  and  have  helped  merely 
thousands  of  cHwta  throughout  the  UJC  togaDy  resolve  thvr  debt 
problems  - either  personal  or  business  debts  (or  both). 

No  other  company  has  more  expertise  together  with  theVery 
necessary  craAUify.  reputation  and  proven 


pfaase  bebvo  us,  your  venous  debt  problems  con  bo  very 
effectively  handled-  we  mil  of  course  ensure  that  you  roeonra  all 
the  correct  legal  advice  and  the  creditor  appravod  professional 
that  you  need  - without  any  fnfttaf  cost  or  commitment. 

Wo  do  understand  your  problems  - and  we  con  help, 
PLEASE  DO  NOT  LEAVE  IT  TOO  LATE 


For  accutara  specasfef 
complete 


cflfh 


KING 


ii  m r s N n 


PFP'iiiN  A i AVi-  0 f',-  i J.'F>  **  r*>N«('I  TAN7S 

Ol  663  765797  mam-apmi 

LICENSES  3EBT  ADJUST  EPS 

1-  ‘ hlNi'^O  1 1 2Al 


A VIBRANT  FUTURE 

HOW  NETWORK  MARKETING 
GAVE  ME  LIFE  AFTER  REDUNDANCY 


What  do  you  do  when  you're  32,  have  no 
farms)  business  tramoj  but  want  lo 
earn  a reasonable  income*  Ah er  7 years  in 
the  computer  industry,  as  a Programmer.  I 
was  made  redundant  I realised  then  that  the 
only  way  forward  was  lo  be  your  own  bou  So 
1 kpoked  at  all  types  of  business  systems  - 
franchising.  Mail  Order,  High  St  Retailing. 

w-  could  I 

In  Movember  1993.  I wa«  introduced  to 
IdORLHIG  K1NDERSLEY  FAMILY  LIBRARY 
If  was  a revefcrbcti.  Here  m last,  was  a sample 
business  to  understand  and  operate,  which  I 
could  run  from  home,  with  no  large 
inve^amem  or  n*k  required  with  a 'LEARN  .AS 
YOU  EARTT  tramnq  system. 

Wfrfi  high  qualify  products  of  mess  appeal 
and  sensible  prices  produced  by  a Blue- 
Chip  British  company  with  long  term 
objectives,  and  high  ethics.  I knew  I *a*  on  to 
a winner1  After  vneral  months  working  pan 
time  - my  income  rose  lo  £3,3CiC>  m me 
month. 


w t 


t made  this 
from  the  rest^ 


ity  stand  out 


ai  Adufts  and  childrou  best  sefling 
books.  CD-ROMS,  videos  and 
educaUanol  games 

b)  Award  winning,  Dodin^  Kinders! ey 
won  the  1992  I Direct  SeiBng 
Association)  innovation  Award 
1992  and  1996  and  the  coveted  DSA 
Mew  Busness  Award  19941 
cl  Highly  acclaimed  CD-ROms  have 
put  DK  at  the  forefront  of  the 
multimedia  revolution  ‘Best  Discs 
Ever1,  CD-ROM  Today  Magazma. 
d)  Low  start-up  cost  of  £75,  which 
includes,  over  £100  worth  o* 
products,  and  everything  you  need 
to  start  you  business  immediately 
el  Hour*  to  suit  you  Work  full  or  pan- 
tune  araund  you  other 
commitments. 

F)  Feel  good  by  dong  something 
worthwhile  - bringing  home 
teaming  to  people, 
gl  Free  training  and  support  its 
achieve  VOW  goals 


Far  Information  pack  cafl  0101  690  5006  <7  Oam  - I Opm) 
24  Ndganfe  Rd,  Catford.  SE6  4TF  London 

independent  Diasntui  ivs 


Member 


A business  opportunity 


with  a worldwide  reputation 


[With  ovtr  300  successful  franchisN*  worldwide] 
(At phog rapines  t*  the  Worfd's  loading  provider  of  print 
related  and  digital  publishing 


Our  cjoii ii Ulmer*  to  your  soto  is  guanriw)  tvougfi  o 
podcoge  of  marketing,  training  and  technologic^ 
support  hoi  Wm  antedVdsfebprig.  ff  you  bora  the  driven 
iletermnation  and  deshe  to  oardrol  your  own 
destiny  whibtbuUng  your  awn  bums  - need  to  tdk. 

SflOMlBS  01723  502222 

Ret  0B1,  Thornburgh  U,  EmHfaldi  Scarborough,  YOU  3UY 
(PtiMcapMafappraefiSOjlWncpAai^ 


URGENTLY 

REQUIRED 

SHOW  KITCHENS 

Grun  Swift  ui^ertlh'  require  home*  in  selected!  areas  of 
the  UK  to  (It  show  kitchens. 

W?  nil]  build  you  a tailor  made  kitchen  ai  a Enaction  of 
the  eoroud  price,  if  you  will  allow  i»  lo  introduce  up  to 
6 prospective  rustoroers. 

For  fuU  detail*  pleas*  phono 

01234  711044  Ext  15 


MILTON  KEYNES  MK17  OPT  ^ .rW 


^T3.5G0  fN  30  CAYS 


0800 
|H  UNDM 


MM 

i#s  nil  i 


IS  YOUR  BUSINESS  IN  TROUBLE? 
CAN  YOU  SEE  NO  WAY  OUT? 

Arc  your  bank  and  creditors  pressing? 
Insolvency  looming? 

DONT  DELAY 
Restore  your  credit 
Raise  new  finance 
Protect  your  assets 

For  the  best  way  forward  - CALX#  US 
No  initial  cost  - No  obligation  - Fully  Licensed 
BIRCH  WOOD  CONSULTANCY  91279  757552 


GENERAL 


YOU  WON'T 

THIS! 


WHEN  YOU  CONNECT  TO  ORANGE 


PHONES  FROM 
ONLY  £9.99 


FREE  SPARE  BATTERY 
FREE  DESKTOP  CHARGER 
FREE  LEATHER  CASE 
FREE  IN  CAR  CHARGER 
FREE  £20  STORE  VOUCHER 
FREE  3 YEAR  WARRANTY 
FREE  NATIONWIDE  DELIVERY 


orange 


0800  279  2444 


VISA 


A to  B 

01923  238333/444 


1995/1996 

PHONE  OUR  OFFICE 
FOR  THE  LOWEST  PRICES! 


* rBaWOBXMGIUVDBJVEn 

* tlBBS)  BULMG 

* 14  Utf  MONEY  BACK 

* 1VEAKBORANCE 
+ 3 YEAB  WMBANIY 

* 24S  RB1ACEMENT 

* CAUBLD. 

* SWITCMNWJCPIAN5 
*■ 


01923 


Web  Design 
Courses 


Mwmmmam. 


UMittMl  «ean 


Web  Site^ 

Designed  for  You 


r 


Base  your  . 
business  in. 
Knisfitsbrtdee 
froni  £23  per. 
week.  CaO  Nicola 

at  The  Base  oh 

017!  591  4704 


FINANCE 


SURRENDERING 
YOUR  ENDOWMENT 
POLICY? 


OtrWIN  AHKiHER 
CASHPRICS 

POUCSES  ALSO  FOR  SALE 
TMA1  POLICY  SHOP  UD 


HooUaf«J  bv  Ih» 
P—on6  fcwMtmwn  Auftartiv 


To  acvertise 
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miss  rematch  with  Guineas  winner.  Graham  Rock  reports 


-SM news  that  the 
■W2JO00  Guineas  runner-up 
Revo^  b not  certain  to  con- 
test the  Vodafone  Derby,  Lad- 
brokes and  Hffl’s  have  cut 
Entrepreneur  to  -4-3  for  foe 
Epsom  Clastic: 

Revoque's  pedigree  does 
not  guarantee  the  stamina  for 
a mile  and'a  half.  He  is  likely 
to  runln-foe  Irish  2,000  Gum- 
.eas  and"  then  possibly  the  St 
James's  Palace  Stakes,  both 
over  a mile,  if  Peter  Cbapple- 
Hyam  can  persuade  Robert 
tier.  to  i avoid  another 

. . with  Entrepreneur. 

. Sangster's  Immediate  reac- 
tion following  Revoque's  un- 
lucky defeatat  Newmarket  on 
Saturds|y  was  to  consider  a 
rematch,.,  but  Chapple-Hyam 
seems  to  favour  keeping  his 
colt  to  the  Guineas'  distance. 

“We  are  certainly  not  gninp 
to  be  rushed  into  a decision 
about  the  Derby"  the  trainer 
said  yesterday.  “We  wffl  be 
giving  him  another  piece  of 


work  on  Friday,  and  we  win 
“ka  it  from  there.  -He  has 
come  through  the  Guineas 
welL  and  at  present  we’re 
Poking  to  send  him  to  The 
Curragh." 

Ladbrokes  have  removed 
Revoqne  from  their  Derby 
ante-post  list  pending  a deci- 
sion, while  EQll’s  quote  him 
9-2  with  a run. 

Coral  have  Entrepreneur  at 

5- 4  with  Revoque  on  offer  at 

6- L  Happy  Valentine,  who 
has  recovered  from  a hinnrf 
disorder,  and  is  now  in  strong 
work  for  Godolphin,  b avail- 
able at  is-i,  along  with  Paul 
Cole's  Yorkshire,  who  is  ex- 
pected to  reappear  in  the 
Dante  Stakes  at  York  wwt 


Chapple-Hyam  will  know 
more  shout  his  prospects  of 
winning  the  Derby  after  the 
Chester  Vase  thta  afternoon 
in  which  he  saddles  one  of 
Revoque's  galloping  compan- 
ions, Panama  City,  a 33-1  out- 


sider for  Epsom,  who  ffaigtwi 
a good  second  to  Fahrb  in  the 
Redden  Stakes  at  the  New- 
market Craven  mpgHng 

With  rain  over  the  past  cou- 
ple of  days  at  Chester,  the 
going  win  be  on  the  easy  side 
at  best,  but  Panama  City  (3JL0) 
showed  he  could  act  on  test- 
ing ground  at  Milan  last 
autumn  when  he  finished 
runner-up  to  Ffeiin  in  the 
Gran  Criterium. 

Barry  HUls  has  a good  re- 
cord at  Chester  M he  is 
represented  by  State  Fair, 
who  won  over  this  course  and 
at  Newbury  before  finichinp 

seventh  in  the  Royal  Lodge 

Stakes. 

He  is  likely  to  provide 
sterner  opposition  than  the 
remainder,  but  Panama  City 
(3.10)  is  likely  to  have  a 
slight  edge  in  fitness  over 
Hills'  CQlt.  and  he  Rhmilri  win 
for  John  Reid. 

On  the  balance  of  hi«  form. 
Solo  Mio  (2-40)  has  a good 


Brighton  card 


OMMIROCK 


TOP  FORM 


255  Without  Friends 

325  Apollo  Rod  Staaflog  ~ 

3-55  Dtannk  Matag bough 

4.25  SMvIJhiW  SMtarUm 

4.S5'-  : Bring  Hmid  Chorus  Song 

Un^Ujnb-shs^cousewtthattmflndaurfurlorionjn^rL  ' 
BtevGKxt to  ten.* Denotes Ottos. 

OgwcNga^artagB. 

SsiM  ter  wtam  None. 

mWfiwwf  Brrtinw  Z55€mtf  Mews:  425  Another  Rdtte.  Keenest 
FMuctanw  455  Dusut  Boy,  WBi  The  Ten^o; 

Routes  In  backets  after  hose's  none  denote  days  since  last  aiding 


EBJ  ST  ANN'S  WBLS  MDN  STAKES  ZW 

51  £3.092$  (teetered) 

S Laris  S-0 M bUmr 

Ueetan  9-0  - 8 Dojta 


BWti  h The  toe  £3ny  9-0 
n l iiim  in  nm  m n^w 

a Ormei  nh  ap  p Gon  B-ai 


HOUJNGBURY  CUUHNG  STAKES  3TO 

ft  £2,277  (9  declared) 


VR 


3 

li 

I 

61 

*\ 

•l 

81 


Stall.  7-4 


<brr  Hawn  8-8 
Mlfcjpidc 
fto*tai8-7 
Jotaam  Nutfloa  8-7 
UTavtafrt-Q. 

U MuBOBridpi  7-12 

5-1  Stag  Dm  )W  WnutFrlmdi 
10-1Chq*LT6-i  Otwv 


lADBffiOKE  BOOKMAKERS  HANDICAP 

1 m 4f  £3.018  (9  declared) 


4450- 

21-000 


U Pipe  443-8 


553235  Pita-Du^  (2B)  ICO)  DttmrSHb 5-8-6  ft  I 
BOB  Btotote Frtert  WriteL Sfcflto  10-6-10  - 
-52453  11*43-4 

SHS" 

IHDMi  (ZB  MT1 


10-405 

330-32 

00600 


R Row  4-8-1 
4-8-12 


(20)  Un  A Khg  4*7-10 A 

tota  7-2  Rta  Dttdg.  Dmota  EH.  5-1  tag  Do*.  13-2  Nta.7-1 
Bamifttaoe.  8-1  Uoidc.  10-1 Q toff  Cta—or. 


VARKDEAM  SELUHG  STAKES  . 

1m  2f  £1.985  (11  declared) 

010036  Bom  InI  (R  (CD)  G L ttxre  6-8-12 8 

2MH)  JtatttfMvnqJURg  7-8-8 S 

6U»0lIfittMVCJ74)CDBRr844 

0-5680  MnrMg^4lfaLJMlS-M D 

-0600  Law  Daooer  (1^  7 Iflb  4-9-8 k 

mm 
€60-60 
424364 
0880 
23-400 
0 

:2-1  SMvLteMtaff  M 1 1-2  tar  Omar.  13-2  iteittl 
Ftem  8-1  Ug  Mran.  W-1  M.NV1 1M  lUta  tan. 


IW 

2fl 

3B 

<mr 

BA 

B» 

7W 

•0 

8(1) 

tom 

«» 


Um  (2S)  D BSMrts  4-9-8 
CII^RFta*  4-8-3 
Ljg  Mm  m L Ungu  Hal  3-8-7  D OUmfeM 

MUnNHta  3^-7 V 

Bvb  pi)  J SMan  3-4-7 I 

(ft)  J WM  3-0-2 


LADMOXE  MAffiBI  HAMnCAP 

6f  £3,096'(15  declared) 


5-10-0 


105}-'  tFSDBTM 


^4]7tbclare4  — ... 


232123 
-2545-1 
0000-0 

051066  T 
00200B 

0040-0 

400-501 
363CH  Mn| 
360-00  Wi  F 
1103001 

15302J 
1-0006 
30080 

.104300  MilNM 


UM  (QBftlto  8-8-12— 
arD—  m « h 

■ NmhM  3-8-2^ 

V5»«fr8-10j 

Ji55  3-0-10 11 


0 Draw  3-8-3 

koSS»5-% 

JftttwS-frol 
ta84-13H 


19.1 


sta  8-7-12 

E10 

4-7-W k ftMy  (7) 

4-1  tataMft-1 9zAg.  mi 


Qta  3-8-12 
Atata*  3-8-11 
POBRMlin  3-8-10 


33088  M Un  PQ  U UaMdc 
880  DnJ»  fiq  dQge 

52084  aon*  San 
308  tan  (2£ 

0480  tafflfllMW 
03680  B4%  Mr  (MS  Dow  4-8-4  . 

080  JeftfttonraCMiiar  3-8-2 

008  Basin  Bif  (S)  J VA  3-8-2 

0009-  Mr  Pvfactfnq  8Lm  3-8-13  - 
20862  Rftag  BvDltf  pj  M Cftna  4-8-8 
40008  M Of  taHb*mDCU(RM 3-B-6  — 
OD8fiD«nita1tatamJD»Ol  4-M. 


a Ffeneb 


HSSffiSRS 


S C Wbm  5-8-6  — . 
Mbn  5-8-1 


Bril^  0-2  OmSBA  5-1  SMnca  6-1  ODlqi  Ntft  7-1  lota.  Mr 
ftrtjcL  W Itevga  R^og  HrtL 


Jodejs 


1st  Ftas  I MSI 


202  Z3J  +30.40 
89  29  ^8.17 
98  17J  +2176 
119  143  -44J0B 
83  1&1  +1835 
74  173  +1224 


Ttam 


Isl  M % MSI 


10.1  -2324 
218  +3187 
TI  B -4150 
133  -12A5 
W -1984 
135  -1327 
17JB  +1350 


*■  i 


.1  [..-Jl  i-.'ll*  K .’.i 


Wincanton  (N.H.)  tonight 


TOP  FORM 


5.45 
6.15 

6.45 
7.T5 

7.45 
6.15 


one  Bnd  a hdf  mtes.  Hie 


Alov#,  rfgtt-tanfed  M couree  of  nseriyone  m 
nxhti  tan  tat  fanca  ortyjbout  ZOOjods. 

Qofae  pm.  ★ Denom  Mntorc. 

Unp  diitMice  UmHan.  6.15  Frontier  Fttgttt  Wss  L SMdafl,  North 
VMs.  241  mhs.  * 

5««W  dqr  «bpms  6-15  Can  Me  AW. 

M Hk  6.15  ca  Mb  ABA  6.45  Wr  Sms  Gate. 


^ ^gHUNTBt CHASE  (amatoiR) 
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4 
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2m  a £1.714(5  declared) 

Offlnu  iKlMwbi  S K Pang  9-12-4  — 


SKY 


M83 

1-1132 


SMACLTsml  7-12-8 

ftqSMMr  6-12-0. 


545 


1 571016  Jotai  DM  {tt>  W P R *Mtai  6-11-13 

2 4F*m  Ms  Em  (iq  <C0)  P MiMb  E-lt-S L 

J 5M»<MMfaBnW«Ne^w6-tt-13^-C 

4 190032  *1  TH  CT1)  Rf}  U P**  5-t0-13 »P 

■Mtt  U-W  Jrt«Bwm.5-ai*»&a.  3-1  W»  10-1 
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A 4 C Fwnm.  novice 

On  I 9 HANDICAP  CHASE 

2m  5t  £2,895  (4  declared) 

1 33*01  OR  -Hi 


SKY 


n mb  l 

rj Br  J Thnrt  P)* 

MtbalWMFintrWllI'liMIM). 

& 


j BMtaCO 

MjMn 

— M Hr  (7) 

H33P3  CMadnnURnJS-RUdB-13-0^_ a Brim  (I) 

•3*171  URHappwp(l*s£Tjp*i8'1M_  Mta  L RRM  (1J 

_ 5_i  HKtawbo.  7-SBemiSM.  4-1  Cttnttvtljd.6-1  IMCcrmt.  7-1 
CNm 

m Jt  IS  CHHWtGTOHHCAP  CHASE 

t r483  3m  1<  £3.522  (7  declared) 

1 11A313  DOBJBgo{24)(D)UPV»7-lZ-0 

2 ZWP5 

3 112142  DmoRM(t1](CD)KBal0fS-1O-9  — 

4 mu  B— limp  pH  BMP  RMwB  10*10-8 S Fk 

5 -4F351  SpMWSM(tDtOPRdnd10-1D4S r 

g PRIM  RBRW«pqB«RJM*U-1M * 

7 4imx>MoaMRiBirtin(tRmPPifetaai2-1(M).C 


0 •€  C R0Q<BCMJ8NE  HANDICAP  H0BDLE 

Oil  Q 2m  6f  £2,096  (5  declared) 
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4 
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182181  Mtal  MTOCTPNcMi 7-11-10  L 
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chance  for  HTTLs  in  the  TJLI 
Leisure.  Crabwall  Manor 
Maiden  Stakes. 

This  Sadler's  Wells  colt  was 
out  of  his  depth  when  un- 
placed in  the  Racing  Post  Tro- 
phy, but  previously  he  had 
finished  a good  second  to 
King  Sound  at  Newbury,  and 
he  should  be  too  good  for 
Memorise  and  Con  on  Palls. 

Solo  Mio’s  jockey,  Pat  Ed- 
dery, can  initiate  a double  in 
the  Joseph  Heler  Lily  Agnes 
Stakes  on  Richard  Hannon’s 
Daunting  Lady  (2.10),  who 
justified  favouritism  on  her 
impressive  debut  at  Sandown 
last  mouth. 

Kevin  Barley,  who  recently 
turned  down  a lucrative  offer 
to  ride  in  Hong  Kong,  can  win 
the  Walker  Smith  and  Way 
Stakes  on  Break  The 
Rules(8.40),  but  the  best  bet 
cf  the  day  should  be  Michael 
Stonte's  Great  Child'  (4JL0) 
in  the  SJLS.  10th  Anniversary 
Earl  of  Chester  Handicap. 


Kleren  Fallon  rides  this  rel- 
atively unexposed  three-year- 
old,  who  showed  promise  in 
his  first  two  races  last  year 
and  again  on  his  reappear- 
ance at  Newmarket  last 
month  when  he  was  consider- 
ately ridden  to  finish  half  way 
down  the  field  in  a race  more 
competitive  than  today’s 
handicap. 

Reams  of  Verse,  sixth  be- 
hind stablemaie  Sleepytime 
in  the  1000  Guineas,  has  been 
promoted  to  Oaks  favouritism 

after  Henry  Cedi  all  but  ruled 
out  two  other  members  of  his 
team  yesterday. 

The  filly  was  cut  to  8~1  from 
12-1  by  Hill’s,  following  the 
withdrawal  of  both  Fascinat- 
ing Rhythm  and  Fiji  from  the 
big  race  betting. 

CecQ  plans  to  aim  Reams  of 
Verse  and  Yashmak,  who 
both  ran  in  the  Newmarket 
Classic,  at  Epsom  while  Slee- 
pytime will  stick  to  races  over 
a mile. 
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Peslier  puts  on  the  style  . 
with  a double  at  Kempton 


OLIVIER  PESLIER,  the 
French  eTiampimi,  rode 
his  first  winners  at  Kemp- 
ton when  landing  a double 
on  Tumbleweed  Pearl  and 


Tumbleweed  Pearl,  a 
half-sister  to  Tumbleweed 
Ridge,  is  engaged  in  this 
Sunday’s  German  1,000 


have  to  see, 


“Whether  that  race 
too  soon  we  shall 

‘•She 

to  go  for  the  Fred 
Darling  Stakes  at  Newbury 
last  month  but  coughed. 
She  has  comeback  well.” 
7aHtrfa.  showed  consid- 
erable promise  when  win- 
ning the  first  division  of 
the  Stanley  Uaetng  Malden 


by  one  and  a half 
lengths  from  Lonely  Heart. 

"That  was  a nice  intro- 
duction. Michael  Stonte 
thought  she  would  win  as 
long  as  she  didn’t  ran  too 
green,”  said  Maktoum  Al- 
Maktoum’s  racing  manager 
Joe  Mercer. 

Richard  Hannon  landed 
his  eighth  two-year-old  win 
of  th.  campaign  when  An- 
other Fantasy  made  a win- 
ning debut  the  ERF  Polyan- 
thus Maiden  Stakes. 

Autumn  Cover,  winner  of 
five  starts  last  term,  sprang 
a 38-1  surprise  to  take  the 
£25,000  Jubilee  Handicap 
to  the  colours  of  Sandy  At 
whose  daughter 
works  on  the  man- 
agement team  at  Kempton. 


Dunwoody 
races  to 
jump  record 

RICHARD  DUNWOODY 
fumade  history  at  South- 
well  yesterday  when  he 
reached  his  eighth  successive 
century  In  a season  on  Jer- 
vaulx  in  the  Martin  Novice 
Hurdle. 

He  broke  Peter  Scuda- 
more's record  for  successive 
centuries  by  a jump  jockey, 
set  up  in  the  seven  seasons 
from  1966/7  to  1992/3. 

Dunwoody  first  reached 
three  figures  in  1990  and  he 
equals  Scudamore's  record  of 
eight  career  centuries. 

John  Franoome  is  the  only 
other  Jump  jockey  to  nm  the 
pair  dose,  having  become  a 
centurion  five  times  from 
1990/1  to  1984/5. 
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Trainer  watch 


325  JD  UndimG  Brig.  5 Dow  o J G 

8nyth-0OBsnrar  355itoac+.  PiUBgtatoMta4S5CataN(pACDH|9rBiSVtansL 
Dtac  630  Artyun.  D to  M*»  J Btowf . ffemptao.  I taotol  to  JL  Hants,  7 30  Sam  fiocteo. 

PMootaf  to  A9ss  &w  6i*»3y 


;frtlon(9-^Mta 

•<W).  7 ren. 
n Jft.  eisa  • 

.T8L  t«  RjBtov 
enMre.R»t«4 


.<a«n>» 

r fS-tjL  S ran.  2l  2.  (J 
CtSB4aJQ.tl.90.Oui 

. jjpWBg;  M Reewu. 


CSF:  ISOtet.TriouU^MM.  NR. 

M4teU'06B9  Be1  tamh  tatf 

1 

iwt  iiremn.fiPKy  g-tf  5 




(Mrt  J taidttf 
Eamtaieiff' 

CB5J&WefXtB 


^SumH-^nn-  VO 


W JWt2J0;  E».te. 

TMorisnjatL  csft 

NfepatnrPdmo. 


jloc»  1,  swowt.  o.uiWm  * 

CSL90.  Dual  R £850-  CSR  E15.48  Non  H«f>- 
M pit  (WfB*):  a.  itart 

9 riHL  Gh  hdL  3X.  (M  Bell)  T:  rrm 

£1,10.  w M ER  £6.10.  THo:  £730.  CSP 

Sere  1,  tom*.  K Dncifly 


L., 


1.  nnwuwr  m an*  (s-ik  «. 
mm  no-ihv 


3SSEssaiiNC 

^iS55otSmht,pwe^(M: 

mcmoabia  hwaiwimEam 

• mSm  9 * 


PMTASV,  DVW 


K UPTON 

a.io.t,*iK 

02«“  fe«3L-  

|?lS5«JirMKmw  b«-b 

Duaiftna.mcsftia8.w- 

Trw  tMOR 

C18JXL  TklonC  C97-30 


. G Hkid  (38-1)i 

(12-1);  3,  OoM  Spate 
(33-1).  8-2  tov 


Xitel,  AUTlMM 

(PtactaJ 

Bur  <4-T):  9.  Mara*  Mar  (B-p;  J.  J+P 
CMuUa  Po0te-1i-  11-*lavJicdam.  11  ran. 
t hd.  (B  Mashan)  T:  UaJOc  Cl  JO,  £3.00. 
nM  CF:  OB120L  Titac  etsua  CSft  G39LM. 

4,,0, 1,  ZAUTZHM.  O tea): 

(M^ StoUtO)TotK  El  J0C 

hao.  nm  Dual  ft  cs.70.  Trio; 
<wi>nO.CSF:E7>W. 

S^1.FWMtetll*P«i*USWhiWortti 

(MMrtN  ran.  5h  tis,  1*.  p 

X^imd  T:  £az.m  Em  S2riD,  £Z2R  (9ft 
C^Q-TriansaJO.  CSftClOMt.TlricaBC 
C4A2^3LNftContK*n*Ot  SirTaltiOL 

S£i’Vii3!!Ti2f"4st 
uasa gvesssc 

MDi w. 


X SaHtob  (6-i  tmfc  Mj»pa-U  « 
" |m  ix  tsaaed  bln  Surma)  Tola:  £140: 

Dual  ft  tIJO.  Trios 

m TO.  CSft  £8j68. 

SoMOft  Ncnwon. 

fj^otieuin  QwowMiiuo. 

NEWCASTLE 

1.  *MB.  MU.  L Chaniock  (0M1: 
tTot,  imunr  Aenki  (3-1  A "*V 
iSran-l.*-  ITBrnnlW* 

SjJmlSOl  Cfr40.  C2J0L  Dual  Ft  MOSQ. 

®fSSKim  * c— 

IHjIm1 taJSSTpSiu-a^ ren-  “ 

R^ey)  Tto»rE2.«:  £2^0.  tSJD.  Dual  R 
Cl  830iCSR  222.45. 


f . WMOKMY  PROM  CAPUW,  J F 
Eptn  (8-1);  ftpHmr  OolT  IBMmr  (10-1K  Si 
LuuuU.d  (18-11:  «.  tu  re*»  WHa  f1*-1). 
6-1  lav  wunara-g  wall.  19  ran.  X.  *.  (J 
(TIWW)  TOW  £1090;  ci  JO,  COO.  ESJO. 
S3. 70.  Dual  ft  £Z46L0a  Trloc  C366J0.  CSP. 
£82.77.  Tricaafe  Cl  J0BJS. 
un  3.  mm  cabmos  nonr,  J 
weawr(ia-g?5  Aftaraiiu  Wiria  (1-2  toy};?, 
Haart  of  re*d  (13-2).  7 ran.  3.  IX  (M 
Jobnatoo]  Totac  E7  JO;  0.30.  Cl  JO.  Dual  F: 
E3J0.C8ftES.7SL 

4jn  1,  BOCK  IHAUB  LBH;  P Refcurtl 

0-1):  a,  bn  Satan  (S-S  lav):  3*  Bon 
■aai  11(111  1)  13 — at  1X(J  Barry)  TOW 
£3,00;  EZ30,  Cl  JO,  £140.  Dual  F:  ESJml  Trio: 
CBJ0lCSP.C10.76. 

sere  1,  CAN  CAN  LADY.  JWaavar  (11-4 
lav):  % Smart  Spirit  (3-1);  AM  (S-U 10 
ran.  Sh  hd.  7.  <M  -Johnson)  Tow  C2J0: 
C1JD.  Cl  JO,  E2J8L  Dual  ft  C11J0.  Trio: 
CBSJOl  CSFi  CIMl.Trfcaac  BBl  JB7. 

QUADPOTi  E7JX. 


-LYRIC,  G Duffleld 


WARWICK 
Lire  -1, 

te-D:*- 


flan  (S-4  lav)  S ran.  i.  Vty  Bony)  Tow 
E&40;  £1  SOI  n J0CE1 J0L  Dual  F;  EAS0L  Trio: 
ESLdOL  CSft  Cl 8.79.  Mt  BaUa  da  MontofL 


MVraX.  O OuflJald  (10-1) 

- (w-aks. — 


AoM(7-l).7-Zfav  Jupttor.  ISrun.HO.  i*.  P 
McMoh«n)  Tow  CBJQ;  £190,  C3.10.  E2.10. 
Dual  ft  C32J0.  Trt«  ESI  m CSft  EBdJO. 


.ire  1,  PAUaiBM.  F Norton  (B-a^vfcA 

WL 

nd.  Nt  Maaaowl  TaW  £SJC.  El  JO.  S2M. 
£ ttt  Cl  JO.  Dual  R £17  JO.  Trip:  CSOOlBO. 


r (5-7).  < 
24  Dual  P. 


84tel, 


teni  (W  la^;  a.  Cftjr  Ifti 
ran.  X 17.  fi  BaldUitf)  Tort: 
cs^o.csPCTjn. 


4.1  Si  f , 


b G Duffleld  (4-1); 
d 


lav).  18  ran.  ^X^DChipn  ian)  Tote:  QL00: 
ei.TO.  £2j50,  £2.10.  Duel  ft  C11-20.  Trio; 
£2W».C8ftE36iO. 

4*4ta  TMMM-LQ.  G DuffielO  0-1);  ft, 

ei^Sl^O,  £1.10.  Dual  ft  04.7a Trie;  C5JSD. 
CSft  £14  AL  NR:  FWIIIB.  Ndeba. 

Btalta  Is  KMQ  ATHBLBTAlIp  S Rlgtilon 
(12-1);  a,  (14-1|c  % Ito-  Cta  (10-1); 

4vZta»  itb-4).  17  ran. X 2.  (B  McMahon) 
Toik  £1080;  CM  CO®.  CUD.  DUal 
ft  C2B2J0.  Trios  Not  won.  CSF:  £149.94. 
TrlcasO  n j9703a  WC  Arnnesor  Say,  CoUns 
Choice.  Queen  of  Shannon. 

1t  ZOOM  UP.  8 Dnmmc  (7-1);  B« 

tory  P-1).  X AwIimi  Pteto 

(5-1).  8&-40  lev  8tUfU6on.  11  ran.  X 2X.  (M 
HMton-SJte)  Tote:  £020:  £1.70.  £1.30. 
nean  (kite  ft  £1020.  Trio:  £11060  CSF: 


1.  MMUflWE*  A P McCoy  (V12 
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Tarapo  (83-1).  4 ran.  10  O CMtea  H KnloW 
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El  40.  Dual  ft  £1070  CSP;  £9247. 

note  i,  atm  cwMArmo  T Oae- 
combe  (8-4);  % tato  (5-4lavV;  a, 
Qrtta  (60-1 ) 4 ran Atfat  (J  Navlfle) Tote 
r?  on  Qual  ft  E1JO  CSft  £3-07. 

Mte  Tp  WOO*  WOBDteA  P McCoy 
°kl1 P-1)-1 1®.  13- (9* 

BradKtodO  Tote:  C3p20t  C1J0,  £1-20.  Dual  P: 
£3LlOCSF>a£7AX 

4u00i  IpCMttJteOua  Mr  L Baker  (4-8t«vfc 
tar  tao  (7-1);  ^ IMihlmi 
(11-2).8rin.Nk.  B.  (Victor  OtaintiQT;  Cl  AO 
Cl  ML  CI.IO  ei-BO  DR  OuOO.  CSF:  tBJOT. 

1f  BRAMSHAItf  WOOD,  J Freet 


(20-1):  At  Stem  PovwMt  (11-8  tar);  S,  Iffy 
■ekv  (2W).  12  ran.  Nk.  7.  (R  AJner)  Tote: 
£22  JQ  04J3O  £120  £040.  DuaT  F:  £1050 
CSft£41A1. 

£00.80  QUADPOTi  £8  00. 


% WLA  AOAPi  MOD,  p HoOey  (8-4 
U Starftofl  Pdhw  (20-1);  3,  amp 
1(11-4).  6 ran.  2S.  11.  (G  L MooreiTcBo: 
£2.70  £1.70,  £090  Dual  R £14.70  CSF: 


tev); 


It  KBF  IT  toffPSO  J Oabome 

(8-11  fav);  S,  Mufr  Cm— dr  (3-1).  TWo 
ffMhed,  4 ran  10  . (O  Staanraod)  Tola: 
n-50  Dual  F:  £1.70.  CSP:  £021. 

MOi  i,  JnqiqflPH.  Q Tornvay  (9-4);  % 
Mar  W— ly  (B-T3  fav):  O Tha  tor 
T«  (36-1).  6 ran.  19.3.  (P  Hobbs)  Tola: 
£030  in^OEl  JO  Dual  ft  £2.00  CSF:  E3  80. 
NR:  Circui  CoCeuro  Haihani  Tara. 


Mi  i,  rvuorauGMh  l Aapen  (io-i]; 

2t  ta  So  Mm  (20-1);  S.  SmBI  P<^*Y 

(60-1).  1-8 tM Snowy  Patrol  6m.  O dUUJ 

B/kta)  T.  £090  £090.  UP.  C173L  CSF: 
MUBO  NR:  Chapillta,  Anotfiar  Comedy 
(4-ii  wUfidrawii  not  under  orders.  Hula  4 
applies,  deduction  at  20p  in  £. 

ItetS  (11-8  lev):  3.  Polta 
i CM).  8 ran.  0 10  p ftteiwS 
£440; £180,  DAO,  n .70  Dual  ft  £090  CSF: 
£7.70  Trtcast  CTO03.  NR:  Mfna'a  An  Ace. 


(3-1fc 


I.ITVItlAGSunM  (9-2):  &vtad 

ie  C11-fi):  «■  JWX—  tat  (M) 

100-30  fav  Pd rah.  to  ren.  iX.  i£.  (R  Bugiart 
Tote:  £5 ».  £1 A0.  £l  J80.  £1  JO  Dual  F.  £8  JO 
CSF:  £27.30  TriCMt  £10090 

QUADPOTk  £3580- 


LUDLOW 

UOI  1.  MMOIffT  mcuwsMg  M Orttfltto 
(1 M):  St  Setae  OpUow  (25-lfc  S»  Fta 
CUak  (86-1).  8-1 1 tar  Royal  Afi  Nafr  7j ran. 
10  6.  (J  C 7Sta)  Tota  £1040:  £2.10.  £3  JO. 
Dual  P:  06.10  CSft  £7014. 


aail  1.  EMS AUC-BXT.  M A FltZOeiald 
<2-5  fav):  2«  fiow*sm12-i):  AS—teffiMi 
(4-11  11  ran  2. 2X.  (N  Handereon)  T:  D JO; 
Cl 20 £150. £030- DP  £4,90 CSFrQBJS. 
T3it-  t.  HOVUNC  VALLEY,  D WaUi 
(IT— *r.  2.  FWty  tea*  (4—1  h 2,  Santa  tet- 
r«i  (7-4  tav)  9 ran.  3.  iO  (M  P8»l  Tote: 
£3.00.  Cl. TO.  £1.70.  £1.70.  Dual  F:  £1080. 
CSF:  £12.77.  Tricasc  £22^9. 

4JJI  It  COUWAOSOIfS  Know;  8 Fan- 
ton  i6-1)i  2s  teror  Staffte  (2-1  lav); 
3,  Ttego  —an  (6-1  j.  7 van.  X.  2 p Hayward) 
Tote  CaJXfcCfi  SO  £1  70.  Dual  ft  £6.70  CSP. 

4LMMU  SMMAMIO  M A Fbzoarald  (IM 
tav);  s,  taasu  Sfcteta  15—11;  3,  HHtfi 
Pawlato  (33-1)  6 ran,  25, 6.  (J  O'Shea)  Tbie: 
£2.70:  £1 .70  £2.40.  Dual  F:  £4  40  CSF:  £923. 
NR.1  Bally  Crutea. 

BtaOSc  I.  ONS  HORS  DOBS,  B PaiSMi 
(10-U:  2,  The  Sana  (8-1):  3,  teomu k 
(12-1).  IM  tav  Hancock.  11  ran.  A 19.  (J 
Needham)  Tote:  £1830:  £2  50.  £2.40,  £250 
Dual  F:  £75.80.  CSF:  £75  65.  Tricasc  £889  40 
£38030  CHI  ADPOft  £43-23. 


1301 1,  APPSARAB4CS  HONBYp  M Fos- 
ter iMj:  2,  Cool  Weather  (11-2):  3,  Bafl 
Trader  (11-81 S ran.  9.5.  (F  Murphyj  Tote: 
£890  £1.70  £1.50  tl  60.  Dual  F.  £22.90 
CSF:  £3080 Tricash  £171,60 
3-DO*  1*  SRP4CS  SUCK,  J RaUlon  (l3-2)i 
2.  Aieeta  Hite  |W-i):  a.  ita  leader 
IS-I }.  10*11  tar  Crown  Equerry  9 ran.  CO  3. 
(M  Roberis)  Tote:  £7.70:  £130.  QJ0.  £230. 
Dual  P £3040.  CSF- £9032  NR*  Royal  Hand. 
3.301 1.  ROYAL  SOlXAREp  Hr  A Tnomton 
n^U;  2s  tainta  Oale  (S-2):  Ss  Aatora 
fli  (11-10  fav).  6 ran.  KL  20  (N  UOnsoden) 
Tote:  £1230  CO0O  D30  Dual  ft  £2010. 
CSft  ESI  JO. 

UOI  Is  TMFAST  LADs  Mr  P Hacking 

Roberta)  Tote:  £2.10:  £1.99,  £2J0.  Dual  F: 
£530  CSF.  £5.60 


tavKS. 


t*  JBRVAULX.  R Dunwoody  (2-1 


(12-ij: 

(n-Z^Mran. ZX  IT. (G  Richards) 


Tota  EOJO 
£4130  CSF:  £2004 


£330.  £250.  Dual  ft 


ffjOOMp  FAIR  AMD  FANCY,  AS5mttn(2-1 
tad;  2.  bto  aeon  (W):  s,  Cratoanr  (Ml.  7 
ran.  12,  7.  fMtes  M Mllttgan)  To»:  £2.90, 
£130  £230  Dual  F:  £4,10  CSF:  £1 1 .06. 
UOi  Is  DOCKMAEim  A S Smith  (M)| 

(4-1).  11*4  fav  Gfosvanor  8 ran.  15.  dot 
(Mtea  M IfUIOgaxi)  Tote:  £4  QO  £1.10  £020. 
£i.60.  Dual  F:  £1830  CSF:  £32.01.  Trtcast 
£120.70  NR:  Gimme-  SanteUa  Boy. 

! £22730  QtlADPOn  £2930 


UOI  1,TM  PLYWQ  DOCTORS  W McFar 

land  (5-2  W.  As  Bmrd  (7-2);  3, 
0-1).  9 ran.  4.  A |G 


MOlng)  Tota: 
£5.00;  £2.10  £130.  £1.10  Dual  F:  £1030. 
CSft  £1134.  NR.  Uldniaie  Warrior. 

SsOto  ip  RHAUOis  G Bradley  (i-3  fav);  2s 
ttapMerd  lady  (3-1):  2»  Old  Rediweed 
(7-1)  3 ran.  5,  dteL  (D  Gandolfo)  Tata:  £1.43. 
Dual  ft  £1.40  CSF:  £130. 

JLtOi 1fBfflMIAUTJ  Murphy  (15-3  lav); 
2.  Able  neper  (&4h  a,  fteraho  (11-2)  4 


van.  10.  hd.  (J  King)  Tota  £260  Duel  F; 
£130  CSF;  £834. 

Mte  i.  crackuno  FROST,  P Henley 
(4-5  lav);  2s  Htoato  An  Ara  (7-1);  3.  CMI 
WM  (7-7).  S ran.  X.  2S.  (Mrs  D HaJna)  Tota 
£130  £1.10.  £230  Dual  ft  £430.  CSF:  £047. 
43h  I,  IMM  DIVAimip  Hiss  H QOS- 
hng  (fr4  tav);  2.  Tra  Cee  Kay  (4-1 Y.  2s 
CeraerTMalto  (3-11. 7 ran.  10  O (Mlaa  H 
Gosline)  Tota  £230  £1.70  £1-80.  Dual  F; 
£430.  CSF:  £1138. 

4JOi  4,  ARDDIT  LXTVRp  R UttUy  (6-1 
fav);  X tamePa  Veto  (5-1);  2,  tatag 
I).  a ran.  7. 14.  (D  Wcftoton)  To»  £1.60; 
.10,  £l  30  £230  Dual  ft  £3.90  CSF:  £9.70. 
Trtcast:  £4330 

PLACVOTkCOTO  OCIADPDTl  £4.70 
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1 4 SPORTS  NEWS 


TTie  Guardian  Tuesday  May  6 1997 


Dalglish  and 


fresh  hope 


Russell  Thomas 
and  Michael  Walker 


LIVERPOOL  and  resur- 
gent Newcastle,  the 
Premiership’s  form 
team,  travel  tonight 
with  renewed  hope  of  the 
championship  after  Manches- 
ter United  slithered  to  an- 
other draw  yesterday. 

The  Sky  cameras  will  be  at 
Upton  Park  to  screen  a game 
Newcastle  must  win  and  West 
Ham,  still  threatened  by  rele- 
gation. can  ill  afford  to  lose. 
Over  at  Selhurst  Park  Liver- 
pool will  strain  for  the  victory 
over  Wimbledon  that  would 
take  them  to  within  one  point 
of  United. 

Roy  Evans  is  expected  to 
keep  John  Barnes,  his 
dropped  captain,  on  the  sub- 
stitutes' bench  and  stick  by 
the  team  who  claimed  the 
three  points  against  Totten- 
ham on  Saturday  night. 

Evans,  although  without 
the  suspended  31 -goal  striker 
Robbie  Fowler  for  his  club's 
final  two  eames.  at  least  has 
no  new  injury  worries  and 
will  probably  keep  Stan  Colly- 
more  and  Patrik  Berger 
together  in  attack  alter  their 
goals  accounted  for  Spurs. 
But  defeat  at  Selhurst  will 
end  Liverpool's  champion- 
ship hopes  for  another  year 
and  reduce  their  visit  on  Sun- 
day to  Sheffield  Wednesday  of 
relevance  only  to  the  runners- 
up  contest,  the  tradesmen’s 
entrance  to  the  European 
Champions  League. 

Kenny  Dalglish  has  fitness 
worries  about  Robert  Lee  and 
Les  Ferdinand  as  he  directs 
Newcastle,  unbeaten  in  seven 
games,  against  a West  Ham 


team  anxious  to  secure  safety 
before  their  own  trip  to  Old 
Trafford  on  Sunday. 

A Newcastle  victory  tonight 
would  see  them  moving  on  to 
Old  Trafford  on  Thursday 
knowing  a further  win  would 
take  the  championship  out- 
come to  the  last  day.  On  Sun- 
day Newcastle  entertain  con- 
demned Nottingham  Forest 

Before  yesterday’s  Old  Traf- 
ford surprise  Alan  Shearer 
said:  “It’s  all  revving  up 
nicely.  I wouldn't  say  it’s  a 
great  chance  but  it's  a 
chance."  Shearer  was  actu- 
ally talking  about  second 
place.  But  after  Alex  Fergu- 
son’s team  spilled  two  more 
points,  the  £15  million  man's 
words  now  have  champion- 
ship relevance. 

Dalglish  yesterday  brushed 
aside  talk  of  a rift  with  his 
former  England  international 
Peter  Beardsley  and  denied 
giving  the  36-year-old  player 
an  ultimatum  to  pack  up  play- 
ing if  he  wanted  a coaching 
job  at  St  James'  Park. 

“Peter  Beardsley  has  the 
respect  of  everybody  at  this 
club,  including  me.”  said 
Dalglish.  “What  right  have  I 
got  to  tell  him  to  stop  playing? 

“Peter  asked  me  recently  if 
he  still  had  a part  to  play  as  a 
player  for  Newcastle.  I told 
him  he  had  but  that  perhaps 
he  would  not  he  used  as  often 
as  he  would  like.  I told  him 
we  would  use  him  but  not 
abuse  him.  I’m  certainly  not 
going  to  tell  him  to  pack  in 
playing." 

Beardsley  is  in  tonight's 
squad  but  Dalglish  has  not 
started  a match  with  him  for 
almost  two  months.  The  for- 
ward has  a year  left  on  his 
Newcastle  contra  cl 


Venables  dismisses  Celtic  link 


Terry  venables  is 

staying  as  Portsmouth's 
chairman  after  dismissing 
talk  of  his  leaving  the 
South  Coast  club  for  Celtic. 

The  former  England 
coach  is  one  of  many  names 
linked  with  the  Scottish 
club  who,  after  Tommy 
Burns's  sacking  last  week, 
are  looking  for  a high-pro- 
file general  manager  as 
well  as  a man  responsible 
for  team  affairs. 

Of  Celtic,  Venables  said: 
“I’ve  heard  nothing  at  all 
about  it.  All  1 can  say  is 
that  I've  a lot  on  my  plate 
at  the  moment  and  I'm 


happy  with  that.  Certainly 
I'm  very  encouraged  by  the 
way  tilings  are  turning  oat 
with  Pompey.”  Ports- 
mouth, seventh  In  the  First 
Division,  missed  the  play- 
offs by  one  place. 

George  Parris,  the  32- 
year-old  former  West  Ham 
midfielder  is  among  five 
players  being  released  by 
Brighton  after  their  escape 
from  relegation  to  the  GM 
Vaoxhall  Confe  rence . 

Parris  will  go,  along  with 
the  striker  Phil  Andrews, 
defender  Kevin  McGarrigle 
and  midfielders  Mark  Fox 
and  James  Virgo. 


Shoulder  arms Rangers'  Paul  Gascoigne  imposes  himself  on  Motherwell’s  midfielder  Sima  Valakari  ben  radfohd 

Scottish  Premier  Division : Rangers  0,  Motherwell  2 

Coyle  foils  Rangers 


Patrick  Glenn  sees  a side  that  was  in 
danger  of  relegation  spoil  the  Ibrox  party 


URNS  — Robert  not 
Tommy  — must  have 
experienced  some- 
thing similar  to  this 
before  he  came  up  with  that 
line  about  the  best-laid  plans 
of  mice  and  men.  Only  the 
most  quixotic  Motherwell 
supporter  could  have  imag- 
ined that  the  organisation  of 
Rangers'  nme-in-a-row  cele- 
brations would  gang  so  agley. 

But  Motherwell  wasted  no 
time  in  showing  themselves 
to  be  spectacularly  superior 
to  the  champions-in-waiting 
on  the  day.  and  a goal  in  each 
half  from  Owen  Coyle  was  the 
least  they  deserved  from  their 
sustained  dominance. 
Rangers,  though,  need  wait 
only  until  tomorrow  night 


when  a point  at  Dundee 
United  will  secure  the  100th 
Scottish  League  champion- 
ship and  their  own  47th. 

The  result  of  this  remark- 
able match  was  as  meaningful 
to  the  Fir  Park  club  as  it  was 
to  the  home  side  as  it  took 
them  out  of  the  play-off  posi- 
tion one  off  the  bottom  and 
above  Kilmarnock  and  Hiber- 
nian on  goal  difference.  With 
Saturday's  final  match  at 
home  to  Dunfermline.  Moth- 
erwell are  suddenly  favour- 
ites to  avoid  the  dreaded  date 
against  Airdrie,  the  First  Div- 
ision runners-up. 

As  for  Rangers,  an  unchar- 
acteristic loss  of  assertive- 
ness, that  energetic  aggres- 
sion which  has  sustained 
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them  over  their  years  of  su- 
premacy, was  the  worst  of 
their  flaws  yesterday.  It  beg- 
gared belief  that  they  should 
take  18  minutes  to  win  their 
first  corner  and  even  longer 
to  contrive  their  first  proper 
attempt  on  goaL 
In  contrast  Motherwell 
allied  a composed  fluency  to 
their  sharp  motivation,  a po- 
tent combination  which  bore 
fruit  inside  seven  minutes 
when  Mickey  Weir's  corner 
from  the  left  saw  the  hall 
headed  back  out  to  Steven  Mc- 
Millan. The  midfielder's  diag- 
onal centre  from  the  left 
found  Coyle,  who  hit  the  ball 
sweetly  on  the  turn  away  to 
the  right  of  Andy  Dibble. 

Coyle  then  squandered  two 
marvellous  chances,  heading 
over  and  shooting  weakly 
straight  into  Dibble's  arms, 
while  only  Mark  Hateley’s 
header  off  the  bar  stirred 
Rangers  fans  in  the  first  half 
Paul  Gascoigne  came  on 
like  Young  Lochlnvar  for  the 
second  half  and,  with  the  Eng- 
land coach  Glenn  Hoddle  can- 
celling an  intended  visit 
when  he  heard  Gascoigne 
would  not  start,  soon  era- 
firmed  he  is  not  at  peak  fit- 
ness. Gascoigne  missed  a 
good  chance  when  he  pulled 


his  shot  wide  from  only  six 
yards. 

Motherwell,  always  com- 
fortable with  the  magnificent 
Mitchell  van  der  Gaag  and 
Brian  Martin  in  central  de- 
fence plus  a tireless  midfield, 
tied  up  the  match  seven  min- 
utes from  time.  Coyle  coolly 
converted  the  penalty 
awarded  when  Ian  Durrant 
pulled  down  Weir  at  the  end 
of  another  sweeping,  menac- 
ing surge  from  the  visitors. 

“Rangers  are  the  only  team 
around  who  know  how  diffi- 
cult it  Is  to  win  the  league," 
said  the  Ibrox  manger  Walter 
Smith.  “And  we've  never  won 
one  by  talcing  anything  for 
granted.  Everybody  else  said, 
we  had  won  it  but  I never 
did.” 

Motherwell's  manager  Alex 
McLeish  said:  “To  come  here 
and  win  2-0  is  beyond  my 
dreams.  Coyle  was  excellent. 
He  is  great  in  the  dressing- 
room  but  most  important  of 
all  have  been  his  perfor- 
mances on  the  field-” 

Rangtr*  ( 5*3-2  ji  Dibble:  Cl  eland. 
Md^ren,  Gougfi,  BforkJund.  Robertson; 
□urle  (UcCoLsl,  70mln1.  Moore 
{Gascoigne,  ft-ft.  Alberto  (Durrant.  78): 
Katetev.  Laudrui. 

■falfawi  {4rA~3y.  Howie;  May.  Van  der 
Gaag.  Martin.  Ross;  Weir,  McMillan, 
VUakarl,  McSkimmlng  (Bums,  80);  Coyne 
(Amott.  72).  Coyfe. 

J Howbatham  (Kirkcaldy). 


Milan  gets 
a shot  in 
both  arms 


Richard  Williams 


THE  BEST  sporting 

news  of  the  last  week 
came  with  the  an- 
nouncement from 
Milan  that  the  20-year-old  In- 
teraazionale  forward 
Nwankwo  Kami  has  been 
cleared  by  doctors  to  return  to 
bis  profession,  following  sur- 
gery to  correct  a heart  condi- 
tion which  was  thought,  less 
than  a year  ago,  to  have  ended 
bis  career. 

Nor  was  local  joy  confined 
to  the  black-and-blues.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  city  AC  Mi- 
lan's £ans  are  looking  forward 
to  a heart  transplant  of  their 
own.  AH  the  signs  indicate 
that  Fabio  Capdlo  will  be 
returning  as  the  club's  coach 
in  time  for  next  season,  after  a 
12-month  absence  during 
which  the  red-and-blacks 
plunged  to  the  bottom  half  of 
the  league  table. 

For  Inter,  Kanu  was  a cou- 
ple of  weeks  away  from  his 
Serie  A debut  last  September 
when  a medical  check 
revealed  that  he  had  been 
bom  with  a deformed  aortic 
valve.  A month  after  his  cap- 
taincy had  led  Nigeria  to  an 
historic  gold  medal  at  the 
Olympic  Games  he  was  told 
that  to  play  on  would  be  to  put 
bis  life  at  risk. 

While  Roy  Hodgson,  Inter’s 
coach,  reshuffled  his  expen- 
sive pack,  Kanu  travelled  to 
the  United  States,  wherethe 
latest  techniques  were 
brought  to  bear  on  repairing 
the  faulty  valve.  Now,  five 
months  after  the  operation,  he 
is  said  to  have  made  a com- 
plete recovery. 

“Based  on  the  results  of 
metabolic  stress  testing,”  a 
cardiologist  at  the  Cleveland 
Clinic  said  last  week,  “we  are 
removing  all  limitations  and 
allowing  him  to  return  to  foil 
normal  activities.  He  is 
stronger  now  physically  than 
he  was  before  the  operation." 

This  is  great  news  for  those, 
like  his  colleagues  at  Inter, 
who  missed  the  originality 
and  imagination  ofKarm’s 
play,  so  much  in  evidence  dur- 
ing his  seasons  at  Ajax,  with 
whom  he  won  a European  Cup 
winner's  medal  at  18. 

Tall  and  skinny,  withalop- 
ing stride  and  a quick  mind 
under  his  fiat-top  haircut 
Kanu  looks  more  Like  an 
undernourished  basketball 
player  than  a footballer,  but  he 
would  have  provided  a better 
focus  at  Inter  for  the  creative 
thinkingofYouri  Djorkaeff 
than  his  replacement  the  in- 


consistent Chilean  striker 
Ivan  Zamorano.  Next  season, 
all  being  well,  Kanu  wifi  be 
fjghrtng  for  a place  alongside 
Alvaro  Recoba.  the  21-year-ald 
Uruguayan  forward  just 

aignpri  from  Nacional  of 
Montevideo. 

And  now.  too,  there  Is  the 
prospect  afKann  returning  to 
form  and  match  fitness  in 

time  to  turn  out  for  his 

country  in  the  199S  World  Cup 
finals.  As  long  as  the  country’s 
politics  do  rat  Intervene,  a 
team  including  the  likes  of 
Kanu,  Sunday  Ollseh.  Tarlbo 
West  and  the  teenaged  wing- 

back  CelestineBabayaro — 

who  may  turn  out  to  be  the 
best  of  all  Ruud  Gullit’s  acqui- 
sitions for  Chelsea — should 
be  an  adornment  to  the  event, 
good  fora  place  in  the  semi- 
finals, if  not  something  better. 

As  for  “Don  Fabio”  Capello, 
his  year  with  Real  Madrid  has 
been  one  erf  the  more  curious 
episodes  in  modern  European 
coaching  history.  At  the  hehn 
of  a star-studded  squad,  he  has 
as  good  as  won  the  champion- 
ship — and,  more  importantly, 
achieved  the  eclipse  of  Bobby 
Robson’s  Barcelona — with- 
out winning  the  approval  of 
his  employers. 

Lorenzo  sanz.  Real's 

president,  recently 
accused  him  of  secretly 
negotiating  with  Barce- 
lona. Sanz  seems  to  have  been 
happy  to  sign  a recent  docu- 
ment authorising  his  release 
at  the  end  of  the  season,  on  the 
sole  condition  that  he  agrees 
not  to  join  their  great  rivals  in 
Catalonia  before  the  end  of  the 
century. 

But  in  any  case  Capello  is 
bound  for  Milan,  where  the 
abrupt  replacement  of  the 
hapless  Oscar  Washington  Ta- 
barez  by  the  clueless  Arrigo 
Sacchi  in  December  failed  to 
halt  a steep  decline.  Indeed 
SaccM  presided  last  nrantb 
over  the  darkest  hour  of  all,  a 
6-1  thrashing  by  Juverrtus  at 
San  Siro  which  represented 
the  worst  home  defeat  in  the 
club's  98-year  history. 

Now  CapelLo,  who  won  four 
league  titles  and  one  Euro- 
pean Cop  during  his  first  five- 
year  spell,  will  be  expected  to 
restore  their  fortunes.  A 
rebuilt  squad  Including  the 
newcomers  Patrick  Kluivert 
and  Winston  Bogarde  from 
Ajax,  Christian  Ziege  from 
Bayern  Munich,  Luis  Figo  and 
Luis  Enrique  from  Barcelona, 
and  possibly  Christian  Pan- 
ucci  and  Fernando  Redondo 
from  Real  alongside  the  likes 
ofWeflh,  ATbertrnl,  Malrilni, 
Baresi,  Savicevic  and  Desallly 
is  not  exactly  a had 
foundation. 

Last  Sunday,  while  Real 
were  beating  Spatting  Gjjan  to 
extend  their  championship 
lead.  Capello  heard  the  sound 
of  booing  from  theMadrid 
fans  For  Mm,  and  for 
Nwankwo  Kanu,  a Milanese 
autumn  cannot  come  too  soon. 


League  plan  faces  wrangles 


Martin  Thorpe  on  a report  that  suggests 
a return  to  regionalised  lower  divisions 


Proposals  to  regionai- 
ise  the  lower  divisions 
of  the  Football  League, 
which  will  be  published 
today,  are  likely  to  lead  to  two 
months  of  internal  wrangling. 

The  idea  is  to  help  improve 
the  dire  finances  of  Second 
and  Third  Division  clubs  but 
there  is  already  scepticism 
about  their  effectiveness. 

It  is  understood  that  one 
suggestion  in  the  report,  pre- 
pared by  the  accountants  De- 
loir,  te  and  Touche  at  the 
League's  request,  advocates 
splitting  the  Second  and 


Third  Divisions  into  four  div- 
isions of  12  clubs. 

While  accepting  that  this 
kind  of  regioixallsation  would 
increase  the  number  of  local 
derbies,  the  chief  executive  of 
one  Third  Division  dub  ex- 
pressed concern  that  familiar- 
ity could  breed  contempt,  par- 
ticularly if  dubs  had  to  play 
one  another  four  times  a sea- 
son, as  they  do  in  Scotland. 

Another  idea  is  to  Invite  the 
16  GM  Vauxhall  Conference 
dubs  Into  a Third  Division 
regionalised  Into  North  and 
South  sections.  This  higher 


status  might  encourage  the 
ambitions  of  non-League 
dubs  but  any  benefits  to  the 
Third  Division  clubs  them- 
selves are  unclear.  It  will  cer- 
tainly not  help  Hereford,  as 
the  Football  League  con- 
firmed yesterday  that  any 
changes  to  divisional  struc- 
tures will  not  be  made  in  time 
for  next  season. 

The  report's  authors  have 
made  recommendations 
about  the  working  and  struc- 
ture of  the  Football  League 
after  four  months  spent  can- 
vassing opinions  from  all 
quarters  of  the  gunw  includ- 
ing chairmen,  managers, 
players,  sponsors  and 
supporters. 

The  proposals  win  be  dis- 


cussed at  a meeting  of  the 
Football  League  chairmen 
Thursday  and  any  recomnu 
datums  thought  worthy 
further  examination  will 
put  before  the  League 
annual  general  meeting 
June  where  the  chalrmffn  it 
formally  vote  on  whether 
adopt  any  of  the  ideas. 

Those  in  fevour  of  region 
isafion  are  understood  to 
the  far-flung  dubs  such 
Plymouth  and  Torquay,  I 
whom  travelling  costs  Run 
large  part  of  the  annu 
budget 

But  travelling  expenses 
not  place  a huge  burden 
the  majority  of  dubs,  a 
they  remain  unconvinced 
the  argument 
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37  11  13  13  44  55 
37  If  12  14  27  37 

37  10  12  15  43  65 

38  9 14  13  40  39 

37  10  11  16  50  56  41 

36  10  11  15  39  46  41 

38  10  11  16  41  53  41 

37  10  10  17  3S  52 

37  B 14  16  36  63 
36  10  10  16  60  59  37 
N Fcwe*  (ft) 37  6 16  15  31  54  34 

%J>ra  ifodutitetf 


Premier  Division 


34  11 


19  40  8Q  J7 


Reitft  (R)  35  6 6 23  28  72  S4 

N-W  COUNTHS  LBAOUK  PM 

Penrith  6,  NanMch  Tn  1. 

Hoiker  OB  v VauxtioK  OM.  Mi 
ley  * Salford  C. 


Blackburn  0.  Man  litd  1;  Liverpool  X Derby 
3 Postpone di  Leeds  v Slake. 


AVON  INSURANCE  COMBI  NATIONS 

FMB  Charlton  0.  Ipswich  0:  OPR  2.  South- 
ampton i.  Pastpunsdi  Norwich  v Luton. 
14  COUNTIES  IIWHIfc  PM  Totten- 
ham 0L  Watford  1.  Saoondi  Swindon  1. 
Bournemouth  1. 

LEAOUS  OF  WALBSt  Barry  Th  5.  Conwy  0. 
FAI  NATIONAL  LIAflUB  Play-offs, 
aaanwd  lav  Waterford  1.  Dundalk  D (agg: 
1-3)- 

mMDLYi  Bristol  CX2Z  Tottenham  XI 3. 

PA  WOMEN'S  PREMIER  LEAGUE: 
fl&flgwal  Dhlilwa  Tranmare  Rvra  0, 
Arsenal  3. 

Rugby  League 

AUSTRALIAN  SUPR  LEAGUE:  Can- 
berra R aiders  22.  Cronulfa  Sharks  8. 


(Rome): 
bt  T Tenasu- 
oam  (Thai)  6-4,  6-3;  N TaaaM  (Pr)  bt  H 
Sufcosa  (Cz  RepJ  6-4.  6-2:  S Appdnm 
(Bef)  b(  N Sawemetzu  (Japan)  54,  S-l;  E 
CeE— a (Bo!)  be  A ED  wood  (Aua)  fr-4.  3-6. 
C— 4.  P l.ohfsM  fit]  bl  D CMoGova  (Cz 
Raul  6-2.  6M:  F LM  (Ary)  bl  O Bara- 
banschikova (Belarus)  6-1,  7-8:  B fohdt 
f Aut)  bt  S Kloinova  (C2  Rep)  4-6. 6-2.  7-5: 
P fiiasi'  (Arg)  bt  K StudenUcova  (Slovak) 
7-8.  7-8.  A Kouftto-  (Rub)  bt  W Std- 
Ting  fT0J)  6—4.  6-3.  B UUkMM  (Hus) 
bt  A SI  dot  (Pr)  6—4,  6-3:  A Ostal  (Cz]  bt  M 
OiBZ-OnvB  (Arg)  7-5.  &-X  C Torrens  Va- 
lose  (3p)  bl  5 ntkowsld  (Fr)  3-8.  6-3.  6-3: 
■ SofioGa  MoCsrthf  (Neth)  b(  H Nagyova 
(Slovak)  6-3. 6-4. 

PEOCRATtON  cu  Pi  Europe/ Africa 
ptuop  twor  Ttolraji  Poet  Aa  Britain  3. 
Uthuanla  0 (British  lint  J PuMfa  bt  I Kss- 
tanauskaltB  6-0. 6-0;  S ITa  iWi  bt  G Ml  slur- 
ova  6-0.  6-0:  C Woo4/L  WeodvetTa  bt 
Mlsiorove/v  Maronhuta  6-1. 6-1. 


Cleveland  0.  De- 
troit 2:  Toronto  l.  Minnaaote  O:  Baltimore 
11.  Oakland  0:  Chicago  4.  Ananeim  ft  Kan- 
sas Qty  5.  Now  York  13;  Texas  7.  Boston  6: 
Seattle  9,  Milwaukee  Q litea  dings  j BaaR 
1.  Baltimore  (WT9.  L8-  Po.704.  Q BO):  2.  NY 
Yonli«3  (16-14 a.  Boston  (14-14- 
A oom  4,  Toronto  ftt-14-.4B1-61;  5.  De- 
troll  (12-17-A14-8).  C— sat  1.  Ctovefand 
IWR  L14,  PCL500.  OOQ);  2.  Mftwa»kee  (13- 
IS-AO&OI:  3.  Kanssa  City  (13-14-.48140;  4. 
Minnesota  {KM5-.40D-3).  X Chicago  WS 
( V0-1B-SS7-4).  Weafc  1.  Seattle  (Wit  Li  2. 


PclSOO.  GB0).  2.  Texas  (16-11-^8G4ftr  X 
Anaheim  (13-14-  481-3  ^ 4,  Oakland  (14- 
16-.467-4). 

NATIONAL  UBGUR  Atlanta  3.  PfttP- 
burgh  l:  NY  2.  Si  Lome  6:  Colorado  9. 
PhHadeJphta  ft  Lor  Angefea  5.  Chicago  2: 
San  Diego  3.  ftsomreal  9:  San  Fran  duo  2. 
Qndnrudi  1 (lOinns):  Houston  1.  Florida  0. 
gtaminyai  Bam  1.  Atlanta  (W2iv  US. 
PCL774.  GBOk  2.  Florida  (16-l3-^a-5):  3. 
Monaraal  (15-13-J53&8X):  4.  NY  Macs  <14- 
16-.4S7-7S);  5.  PrulsctotpMa  19-1&-J21-1IX). 
CtoEiOft  1.  Houston  (W17.  Lift  PCL5G7, 
GB0):  2.  Pittsburgh  (1 5-14-.S1 7-iS):  ft  st 
Louis  (13-16- A4 MX).  4.  Cincinnati  (8-20- 
ftlO-7X);  5,  Chicago  Cube  {7-23-^41-090. 
Wadi  1.  Colorado  (W2CL  LB.  Pel.  714,  GBOt 
Z San  Francisco  {16>10-A43*2):  ft  LA 
13-.571-4):  4.  San  Diego  (11-77-393-8). 

Basketball 


REamlSl. 

Orlando  83  (Mfemi  win  series  3-2):  Abama 
84,  Detroit  7S  (AbazMa  win  series  3-2). 
Mom  Miami  v New  York.  Atlanta  v Chi- 
cago in  Eastern  Conference  semMlnal 
series.  W— tenwWnd  final  ji  Utah  9ft  LA 
Lakers  77  (Utah  lead  series  1-0). 


Hockey 


(Vancouver!:  fret  end  4.  Japan  4; 
Canada  1.  Umted  States  1.  Pbwl  g f nl 
Xnget  1.  England  i2pts;  2.  United  States  7; 
ft  Canada  7.  4.  Ireland  1:  ft  Japan  1. 

s COUNTY  CNAMPBONEMlPi 
Cheshire  5.  Sussex.  1 


Ice  Hockey 


New  Jersey  ft  |*iY 
Rangers  2 (level  aS  1-1);  Detroit  ft-  Afia- 
ttaKn  2 (Joe  Detroit  teed,  series  2-0). 
Western  Colorado  4:  Edmonton  1 (Colo- 
rado leads  serins  3-0). 


Motor  Sport 


TOUR  OP  CORSICA  RALLY  (A)acdo): 
Laartiar  i after  six  timed  stages):  1.  B Pan- 
(2Zl  (Fr)  Peugeot  30ft  2.  F Delecour  (Ft) 
Peugeot  306;  3.  C Sal  nr  (Spl  Ford  Escort; 
4.  C McRae  (GB)  Subaru  Impress  1:30  0? 
RAC  TOURBW  CAR  CFSttP  fThrut ont 
Hflpxl  Gtej  1.  F Biote  (Ger).  AudlAft  2.  G 
TarquHil  ng.  Honda  Accord:  ft  A Menu 
(Swftz).  Renault  Loguns.  5.826:  4.  J &nt- 
dtrre  (GB).  Audi  A4.  Rohm!  Mac  1.  Tar- 
gumi.  2.  T Harrey  (GBL  Peugeot  40ft  ft 


Menu;  4.  A . Raid  (EBB).  Nteaan  Prim 
CaMp  atamcSagai  i.  Menu  83ots:  ; 
Ryd»(J  (Swe)  4ft  ft  Targdnl 


R Grinhom  (Aim)  9-6. 0-ft  6-fi.  1-0.  ^ 
Mrtt  (Eng)  bt  L Irving  (AuS)  6-6, 
Sr7.  9-6.  M Be  tti  bt  Wright  6-7 
9-6.  1M. 

Table  Tennis 


5"™onav1(SiSr^ 


(Swa)  bt  K Matoushda/H  Sidbutanf  Uaoi 
ai-16.  iwi.  21— ift  i»-2rr.  21-ie; 


OerVD  Boi  (Fr)  22-20 


(China)  be  J -P  < 
21-7.  2 


2WL 


bt  J 


Wtong  Nan 

21-10.  DHMh  taltwa  Destg  h 

■■  (China)  bl  Qalo  Ybnp 
(Chn)  A ChaLPo  Wla  (Chlm/HK)  21-ft  21 
MjWWvwg  Mtei  (China)  «t  wi 
HWWheng  Hongxla  (Chtee)  21-1ft  21- 

21—18.  nafc  — g YtobifTmi  Yhig 

U^i/Wang  Nan  . 21-17.  22-00.  17- 


(750 


West  Hem 
<7  AS):  Wimbledon  v Lbapod 


it  J7.d). 
tort  C (7.16). 


Oanven  v Newcastle  Tn. 

Inn  A Vote  v 
Burnley  v Brad- 

WrMT-tn.  - »««^vCh«l«r- 


_ Tottenham  v NonMi  C. 

WNWWiAN  IW  cm»  QUAUPYMk 

Heroine  v Albania -(4.0).' 


Rugby League 

AL  CtWBNWC 
Oldham  St  Anneg  ir  Dudtay  HUL 


•sr> 


The  Guardian  Tuesday  May  fi  icur? 

Snooker 


SPORTS  NEWS  15 


WC  ver*°n  sports  from  Sheffield  on  a battle  raging  into  the  night  at  the  Embassy  World  Championship 

Doherty  draws  champion  reply 


KEN  DOHERTY'S 

dominance  drew  a 
true  champion's 
fighting  response 
(Tpm  Stephen  Hendry  at  the 
Embassy  World  Champion- 
ship  final  as  the  Scot  dug  deep 
...  to.  produce  a 137  break,  fat 
lowed  by  a dogged  display  in 
the  penultimate  session's 
final  frame,  to  grab  a share  of 
the  afternoon  honours. 

The  Irishman  bad  pulled 

15-7  -clear,  only  three  frames 
short  or  becoming  the  first 
■man  from  the  Republic  to 
claim  the  title  in  its  70-year 
history,  when  Hendry  struck 
back  — perhaps  acknowledg- 
ing that  he  had  nothing  left  to 
lose.  His  137  was  a total  clear- 
ance and  he  maintained  that 
momentum  by  clinching  the 
session's  last  frame  with  a 
run  of  43  to  go  in  15-9  down 
after  starting  11-5  behind. 

The  battle-weary  Hendry 
had  been  near  the  end  of  his 
tether,  and  frustrated  by  the 
lapses  of  concentration  which 
led  to  too  many  errors  on  easy 
balls,  when  he  finished  on 
Sunday.  Yesterday  he  ap- 
proached the  daunting  task  in 
front  of  him  resolutely  but 
. with  unimproved  long  potting 
and  patchy  safety:  only  when 
...he  was  in  the  balls  and  into  a 
break  (fid  he  impress. 

. His  efforts  of  58  and  92 
twice  reduced  his  arrears  to 
flare  frames  but  Doherty, 

/ relaxed  and  focused,  both 


Hendry . . . food  for  thonght 


J™**  responded  and  from 
13-7  went  eight  dear,  com- 
pleting his  progress  to  15-7  by 
potting  a difficult  pink  from 
under  the  side  cushion. 

Doherty  was  his  country's 
amateur  champion  at  17  and 
again  at  19  and  took  the  world 
under-21  and  world  amateur 
titles  before  turning  profes- 
sional seven  years  ago.  Hie 
has  always  practised  dili- 
gently but  in  the  view  of  Ian 
Doyle,  who  became  his  man, 
ager  four  years  ago,  was  too 
easy-going  to  fulfil  his  true 
potential. 

Doyle  is  not  slow  to  remind 
his  players  of  the  work  ethic 
and  that  approach  has  paid 
off  here  this  year  as  his  stable 
had  won  £490,450.  nearly  40 
per  cent  of  the  prize  fund,  go- 
ing Into  the  final. 

“Ken’s  a good  lari,  not  a 
drinker,  not  even  one  for  late 
nights,  but  he  could  sleep  for 
Ireland,”  said  Doyle. 

Doherty  came  over  from 
Dublin  to  Ilford  to  practise 
seven  hours  a day  with  Ron- 
nie O'Sullivan  for  a fortnight 
before  the  championship  and 
brought  fine  form  into  the 
arena  from  the  outset,  win- 
ning two  of  his  four  matches 
here  with  a session  to  spare 
while  Hendry  was  on  a rocky 
road  to  the  final 

Hendry  last  lost  at  the  Cru- 
cible Theatre  to  Steve  James 
in  the  1991  quarter-finals  after 
winning  seven  titles  that  sea- 
son. In  the  current  campaign 
he  has  won  five,  been  in  late 
contention  in  all  the  others 
since  October  and  helped 
Scotland  win  the  World  Cup. 

The  Scot  was  sure  to  retain 
the  No.  1 ranking  he  has  held 
for  seven  years  before  he 
struck  a ball  here  but  he  has 
been  so  much  the  victim  of 
his  own  success  that  he  may 
cut  Ms  tournament  commit- 
ments next  season  to  stay 
sharp  for  the  17-day  marathon 
of  the  mind  at  the  end  of  it 

By  reaching  the  final  Do- 
herty was  sure  to  finish 
fourth  in  the  annual  rankings 
issued  today  with  victory  ele- 
vating him  to  third.  His 
efforts  here  have  attracted 
prodigious  Irish  media  inter- 
est as  the  sense  grew  that 
here  was  a new  national 
sporting  hero. 
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Blue  day  for 

frustrated 

Kasparov 


IN  a bizarre  finish  to  the 
second  game  of  the  man 
v machine  contest  in 
New  York  the  world 
champion  Garry  Kasparov 
resigned  to  the  IBM  super- 
computer  alter  45  moves  in 
a position  where  he  should 
certainly  have  continued 
and  might  well  have 
drawn.  The  score  is  now 
Kasparov  l.  Deep  Blue  1. 
Tonight  is  the  third  round 
of  the  six-game  match. 

There  were  signs  from  an 
early  stage  that  Kasparov's 
anti-computer  baseline 
strategy  was  Less  successful 
than  in  the  first  game. 
Starting  from  a bookish 
Ray  Lopez  opening,  the  ma- 
chine gradually  infiltrated 
its  pieces  into  Kasparov’s 
defences,  as  the  increas- 
ingly worried  Russian  took 
longer  and  longer  over  his 
mores. 

Finally  he  resigned  on 
more  45  and  stormed  off 
while  Deep  Blue’s  program- 
mers preened  themselves 
and  dejected  grandmasters 
admitted  that  the  machine 
had  shown  that  its  previ- 
ously suspect  strategy  was 
now  as  good  as  its  number- 
crunching  tactics. 

Then  they  found  that  Ka- 


sparov could  have  played 
the  obvious  Qe3  in  the  final 
position  when,  after  46 
Qxd6  Re8.  it  is  at  best  far 
from  simple  for  Deep  Blue's 
king  to  escape  continual 
checks  from  Kasparov's 
black  queen. 

Kasparov,  the  great 
psycher  of  human  rivals. 

had  himself  been  unnerved 
Into  premature  resignation 

for  the  first  time  in  his 
career. 

Deep  Blue  Is  palpably 
stronger  this  year  than  in 
Its  1996  version  and  it  has 
sparked  unprecedented  en- 
thusiasm among  chess  fans 
with  access  to  the  Internet, 
where  one  can  follow  the 
play  move  by  move  starting 
8pm  United  Kingdom  time. 

The  IBM  website 
(www.chess.ibm.com.) 
recorded  more  than  five 
million  calls  worldwide 
during  the  opening  hour 
alone  of  Saturday's  first 
game. 


Tw*  1 t>4  2 NU  NiTi  ] FrvS  ju  J 

EW4  M6.  S EH)  Bo  J.  & Hoi  tA  7 BtO  i.  I. 
C3  W,  3 M3  fit,  10  0*  Hp6.  11  NSdJ  B*U.  1. 
Nfl  Bd\  13  Ng3  NoS.  14  Bt3  lb  N*,t> 
in  <Lb  No7.  17  Qo3  Ng6  TO  Qdf  Nh*  111 
NIU.  20  Na M QiIm.  31  (K  OdtJ. 

73  Rocl  d 14  FUO  RncD  ?£.  Real  OdO  >■ 
W ML.  2?  ho5  datrt.  2P  Oil  Ne*8  ClV 
NdO.  JO  BK  Dob.  31  RJa?  Bn:  2?  Br*.  HrJ 
33  MS  BrtS:  34  r-fb  «:  35  fcUJ*  .«*. 

37  Bo4  RvaT-.  3d  04?  yi 
Oi|7  Rc7.  4£j  QD6  Ri>7.  41  Ran*  M.B  47  CLr- 
OC7.  43  Qcfi  0»*.  44  KM  Rbu.  Jr,  Rjfl 
Resigns 


Motor  Racing 

Menu’s  winning  run  skids 
to  halt  in  Thruxton  showers 


Amanda  Campbell 


Irish  eyes  . . . Ken  Doherty  draws  a bead  on  another  pot  in  his  dramatic  final 


Cricket 


Prichard  back 
to  his  best 


Paul  Weaver 


PAUL  PRICHARD  spent 
the  winter  working  for 
a brewery  and  undergo- 
ing back  surgery;  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  judge  which  is  the 
more  precarious  in  a cricket- 
er’s preparation  for  a new 
season.  The  Essex  captain, 
however,  appears  to  have 
rediscovered  some  of  the  elan 
that  made  him  one  of  Eng- 
land's most  promising  bats- 
men in  the  Eighties. 

His  century  yesterday,  in 
which  he  outscored  his  bellig- 
erent opening  partner  Stuart 
Law,  not  only  gave  Essex  vic- 
tory over  Somerset  by  eight 
wickets,  the  same  margin  as 
last  year,  but  also  guaranteed 
them  3 place  in  the  quarter- 
finals, probably  at  home. 

Prichard  (114)  and  Law  (88) 
put  on  204  in  30  overs  for  the 
first  wicket  and  moving  Gra- 
ham Gooch,  who  bad  opened 
In  the  two  earlier  games, 
down  the  order  did  not  seem 
such  a gamble;  Essex  reached 
their  target  of  270  with  seven 
overs  and  two  balls  to  spare. 
Somerset  barf  chosen  to  bat 
first  oh  a .worn  wicket  but 
their  shuffled  order  relied  too 
heavily  on  Mike  Bums  (91) 
and  Richard  Harden  (64). 

Prichard,  32,  has  not  been 
the  luckiest  of  cricketers.  He 
bad  a finger  broken  by  a bad- 
light  beamer  from  Warwick- 
shire's Allan  Donald  in  1987. 
and  the  same  finger  was  bro- 


ken again.  In  recent  years  be 
has  been  troubled  by  a pain- 
ful back  condition  and  more 
pressure  was  piled  on  in  1995 
when  he  was  chosen  to  suc- 
ceed the  Fletcher-Gooch  dy- 
nasty and  captain  the  club. 

His  encouraging  start  to  the 
gfrftsnn,  which  also  Includes 
two  half-centuries  in  the  first 
championship  fixture,  con- 
trasts with  his  bleak  form  of 
last  year.  "The  back’s  been 
troubling  me  for  three  or  four 
years.  It  even  hurt  getting  out 
of  bed  in  the  morning." 

Prichard  is  to  open  in  all 
competitions  this  season. 
'Tve  decided  to  open  with 
Goochie  in  the  championship 
so,  hopefully,  I will  be  better 
placed  when  he  packs  it  In." 

Prichard  and  Law  raised 
the  200  in  the  29th  over  and 
the  overshadowed  Law  struck 
a vital  psychological  blow 
when  he  hit  the  first  over 
from  Mushtaq  Ahmed  for  14. 
pulling,  driving  and  cutting 
for  three  fours. 

Mushtaq  bowled  only  three 
overs,  for  31  runs,  and  It  was 
noticeable  that  he  limped 
only  after  being  put  to  the 
sword.  But  Somerset  who 
won  their  first  two  group 
games,  are  still  well  placed 
for  the  last  eight 

Their  coach  Dermot  Reeve 
said:  "It  was  a very  poor  per- 
formance with  the  balL  On  a 
wicket  as  flat  as  this  we 
needed  Mushtaq  to  perform 
and  he  is  carrying  a niggling 
injury."  Not  to  mention  the 
can. 


Ruthless  Benjamin  buoys  Surrey 


SURREY’S  fast  bowlers 
dismissed  Hampshire 
yesterday  for  a paltry 
63  at  Southampton  to  give 
their  side  a 165-nm  victory 
in  the  Benson  and  Hedges 
Cup  on  a day  when  rain  de- 
layed or  washed  out  the 
majority  of  matches. 

The  win  keeps  Surrey  in 
touch  with  the  Group  C 
leaders  Kent,  who  recorded 
their  fourth  cup  win  out  of 
four  (Ms  season  at  home  to 
the  British  Universities. 

Hampshire,  who  were 
chasing  228  for  nine,  were 
immediately  in  trouble 
with  Martin  Bicknell 
removing  the  first  three 
batsmen  with  just  11  on  the 


board.  But  Surrey’s,  best 
bowling  return  went  to 
Joey  Benjamin,  who  fin- 
ished with  four  for  19  as  he 
polished  off  the  tail. 

Sussex,  also  in  group  C, 
bad  Neil  Taylor  to  thank 
for  keeping  their  qualifica- 
tion hopes  alive.  The 
recruit  from  Kent  scored 
116,  out  of  273  for  four,  to 
set  up  Sussex’s  34-run  win 
over  Gloucestershire  at 
Hove. 

Taylor’s  hundred  came  at 
aim  rest  a run  a balL  Mark 
Newell  chipped  in  with  87 
as  the  pair  established  a 
third- wicket  stand  of 208  in 
34  overs.  This  set  a new 
Sussex  record  for  any 


wicket  in  the  competition 
and  took  Taylor,  a Gold 
Award  winner  for  a ninth 
time,  past  2,000  B&H  runs. 

Gloucestershire's  Jack 
Bussell  made  66  late  on,  but 
the  wicketkeeper’s  defiance 
was  never  going  to  be 
enough  and  they  were 
finally  all  out  for  239  in 
47.3  overs. 

At  Canterbury,  Kent 
needed  a mixture  of  pinch- 
hitting  and  more  conven- 
tional batting  down  the 
order  for  their  four-wicket 
victory  over  the  British 
Universities  — making 
them  the  first  team  to  qual- 
ify for  the  quarter-finals. 

Ireland,  looking  for  a 


second  group  win,  were 
halted  by  rain  against  Gla- 
morgan at  Cardiff,  having 
reached  74  for  three  in  20.5 
overs,  with  their  danger- 
man  Hansie  Cronje  un- 
beaten on  30. 

Play  also  continues 
today,  weather  permitting, 
at  Derby,  WalsalL  North- 
ampton, and  Edgbaston  — 
and  begins  at  Chester-le- 
StreeL. 

O Min  Patel,  an  Rwgiawri 
spinner  less  than  a year  ago, 
may  not  play  again  this  sea- 
son. The  Kent  slow  left- 
armer  has  been  suffering 
from  a knee  complaint  and 
on  Saturday  aggravated  it 
during  a dub  match. 


Alain  MENU'S  Renault 
team  maintained  their 
lead  in  the  British  Touring 
Car  Championship  but  their 
winning  streak  skidded  to  a 
halt  at  Thruxton  yesterday  as 
heavy  showers  played  havoc 
with  both  races  at  the  Hamp- 
shire circuit 

The  reigning  champion, 
Germany’s  Frank  Biela, 
claimed  victory  for  Audi  in 
the  fifth  round  with  Honda's 
Gabriele  Tarquini  taking  the 
sixth  to  record  his  first  BTCC 
victory  since  his  champion- 
ship-winning season  in  1994. 
Switzerland's  Menu,  victor  of 
all  four  of  the  championship’s 
opening  rounds,  finished 
third  in  both  of  yesterday’s 
races  but  extends  his  overall 
championship  lead. 

Menu  was  unhappy  with 


the  conditions  in  the  second 
race.  “It  started  to  rain  and  it 
was  dangerous,”  he  said.  "I 
think  the  race  should  have 
been  stopped." 

The  Italian  Tarquini 
backed  him  up  but  Britain's 
Tim  Harvey,  second  in  the 
second  race  after  starting 
15th  on  the  grid,  disagreed. 

“In  the  first  race  I was  on 
slicks  and  thought  the  race 
should  have  been  stopped." 
he  said.  “I  talked  to  Alan  Gow 
[the  series  organised  about  it 
. but  all  he  said  was  we  should 
make  the  right  tyre  choice  In 
the  first  place,  so  then  1 put 
intermediates  on  and  I think  I 
made  the  right  choice." 

Entering  the  final  lap.  Har- 
vey’s Peugeot  quickly  made 
up  ground  on  Tarquini.  "If 
only  the  race  had  been  a lap 
longer,”  said  Harvey  after 
dosing  to  within  0.7  seconds 
of  Tarquini  at  the  finish  line. 


Table  Tennis 


All  China  bar 
Waldner 


Richard  Jago 


Maidi  abandoned  for  day.  rain. 
(Today:  11.0}. 


IB 
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Sport  in  brief 

Tennis 

Andre  Agassi  angered  offi- 
cials in  Hamburg  yesterday 
by  pulling  out  of  the  German 
Open  a day  before  he  was  due 
to  play  bis  first-round  match. 

The  American  sent  a foxed 
message  to  the  ATFs  office  in 
Florida  saying  he  was  pulling 
out  due  to  a wrist  injury.  "We 
plan  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  with  the  ATP  that  would 
lead  to  punitive  measures, 
the  head  of  the  tournament, 
GOnter  Sanders,  said. 

Boxing 

The  former  heavyweight 
champion  Riddick  Bowe,  29. 
has  filed  a police  report  alleg- 
ing that  his  sister  assaulted 
him  during  a domestic  dis- 
pute in  which  both  received 
split  lips. 


Hockey 

Ireland  were  held  to  a 4-4  draw 
by  Japan  in  their  final  match 
at  the  Five  Nations  women’s 
tournament  yesterday,  writes 
Pot  Rowley  in  Vancouver.  Eng- 
land finished  in  first  place,  five 
points  ahead  of  the  joint  run- 
ners-up Canada  and  the  United 
States  who  drew  their  last 
gamp  i-i.  Ireland  and  Japan 
were  joint  fourth- 

Rugby  Union 

The  new  Welsh  champions 
Pontypridd  hope  to  start 
strengthening  their  squad  for 
the  European  Cup  next  sea- 
son by  signing  the  United 
States  back-row  forward  Jay 
Wilkerson.  The  flanker  from 
California  has  been  playing 
for  Narberth  in  the  Third  Div- 
ision but  has  returned  to  the 
States  to  prepare  for  the  Pa- 
cific Rim  Series  and  than  the 
two-Test  series  with  Wales. 


K J Barnett  not  out 
C J Adams  not  out . 
Extras  (b*.  w4.  nb2}._. 


Total  Cior  0.  7J  ewers) — ™~ 

To  tat:  *D  M Jonas,  G A Khan,  V P Clarke. 
fK  M Krlfckeft.  P A J DeFreftSS.  G M 
Roberts*  A J Hards,  K J Dean.  D E 
Malcolm. 

Sowflngi  Newport  4-1—17-0;  Haynas 
3.3-0-11-0. 

WOMJtnwmllft  WPC  Waaion.  T M 
Moody.  G A Jflcfc.  G R Haynes,  V S Solankl, 
K R Spiring.  D A Leattierdala.  S R LampItL 
tS  J Rhodes.  P J Newport  J E Brinkley. 

R A White  and  J F Stale. 


rein. 


7 

1 


Match  abandoned  tor  day. 
(Today:  11j0). 


G Cooke  Jbw  b Parkin 

f A Patterson  c Parkin  b Walktn 

p A Lewis  low  b Butcher 

W J Cronje  not  out  — 

• J D R Benson  not  out 

Extras  (IDS.  w4) 


12 


Total  (lor  3,  20.5  oven) 74 

FwM  of  WrrfcfiT  2.  W.  70. 

To  tab  D ftioore.  A R Dunlop,  O Heastey. 
p G Gillespie.  G L Moline.  P MeCrum. 
fmllffSi  Weqnr  5 — O—i O—O;  Welkin 
5-1-IT-l;  Parkin  7-1-25-1;  Butcher 
£5-0*20-1- 

OUtlBORGAIfc  5 P James.  H Words.  A 
Ogle,  *u  P Maynard.  P A Coclay.  G P 
Butcher,  RDB  Croft.  TA  D Shaw,  Waqar 
Yotinls,  5 L Watkln.  O T Partin. 

T E Jesty  and  K E Palmer. 


IK 
fTpd® 


Matcn  abandoned  tor  dfty.  rtin. 
11  -0). 

I 

j E R GeJUan  c larWns  b Radford  _ O 
p C McKeown  b Sharp  10 

J P Crawley  c Raiding  b Sharp 0 

I D Austin  c Nicholson  b Radford  10 

-N  H Fatrftrotfwr  6 Ecctatone 

b Fielding  ..—I*— 

0 D Lloyd  c Geywood  b Radford  — 
W«Jfn  Akram  c Sharp  b Hekllno  - 

jW  K Hegg  not  out 

0 Yates  not  out 


ft 


Extras  (bl2.  Ib4,  wfl.  t*s2) — ** 

Total  (tor  7.  50  ovws) 
paM  of  wfafcata  0.  7.  12.37.  41.  98,  19&. 
Did  eel  fata  R J Green.  P J Martin. 
Boitfllwgs  Radford  10-1-52-3:  Sharp 
10-2^17-2:  Murphy  10-0-50-0;  Dalton 
1 0-0-28-0;  Hflftdng  1D-1-J7-2. 


0 

0 

1 


S J Dean  not  out . 
W Larkina  not  out 
Extras  (wi)  — 


Total  Oor  0.  1 ow*) — i. — - ! 

To  fata  N R Geywood.  *1  Cocfc&aln.  R A 


Dalton,  J W Ecclestone.  IP  J Nichoieon.  J 
C B<sUflp &.  N A Radford.  M A Sharp.  A 

Mud**-  , ^ - 

Waaim  i-JM-0. 

: j Baideretone  and  J Hampshire. 


) 


Essex  won  by  eight  wickets. 


G D Rose  c Rollins  b Cowan 
M Bums  tow  b Grayson 


— 6 
fti 

S C Ecclestone  c Such  b liott B 

J I D Karr  c S G Law  b Irani IT 

u N Lathwatt  c Husaatn  b Irani 17 

Musmbq  Ahmed  c D R Law  b Cowan  31 

R i Harden  c Cowan  b Grayson M 

"F  D Bowler  c Hussain  b Irani 1 
tR  J Turner  not  out  M 

A R Caddick  not  out 1 

Exuas  (ai.Jbi.w6.nb2) to 


Total  (lor  8, 50  overs) , 


9,  32,  78.  109,  152,  205. 

208.  261. 

Did  not  fata  HRJ  Tramp. 

Bevelings  Coven  10-1-60-2:  I loti 
9-0-09-1:  Irani  1&-3-49-&  Such  4-0-22-0; 
S G Law  9-0-43-0;  Grayson  9-0-09-2. 


Match  abandoned  for  day. 
rain-  (Today:  nj)}. 


12 

20 

P 


BMW  Patterson  c Walton  b Taylor 

I l Philip  c Walton  b Foflea 

O R Lockhart  c Cape!  b Foflett 

M J Smith  c Snaps  b Capa! 

"G  Salmond  b Capef 


J G Williamson  c Bailey  b Foiled 

G P Hurl  bat!  b Fallen 

fA  G Davies  run  out  - 

j w Govan  not  out  — 

S Gaurtay  o Ripley  b Caper  

K Thomson  nd  out 

Extras  {Ib9.  w12.  aM) 


14 

4 

1 


Total  (for  9.  50  overs}, 


•p  J Prichard  c Turner  b Kerr 1 14 

S Q Law  c LatnweJi  b Caddick 

N HussaJn  not  out  

G A Gooch  not  out 14 

Extras  (IbO.  wia,  nbB) 22 

Total  (for  Z overs) 270 

204.  234. 

R C I rank  A P Grayson.  D R 
Law.  tR  J RofHns.  M C liott.  A P Cowan,  P 
M Suck. 

Bowllngi  Rone  7-0-41-0;  Caddick 
ip-0-60-1:  Ahmed  3-0-31-0;  Kerr 
9-0-57-1;  Trump  4-0-29-0;  Burns 
9.4-0-49-0. 

V A Holder  and  G Sharp. 


Kent  won  Of  four  vJcfcets 

BRfrtSH  UNIVERSmGS 

T P Hodgson  c Mann  b McCague 
E T Smith  c Liong  b Headley  -™- — 

M J Chilton  c Fleming  o McCeguo  - 

•A  Sktoh  not  out 

W J House  c Walla  b MeCagua 

J A Ford  few  b Headley 

f T M B Bailey  b Ealhem  

A D Edwards  c & b Ealham 

U BARsshkfc  Cowdrey  b McCague  2 

P & Jones  not  out 9 

Extras  (Tbfl.  w3.  nbB) — - ift 

Total  (tor  8. 50  overs) 222 

Fa9  of  wtofaefai  24.  IlD.  129,  128,  164. 
173. 199,  204, 


o 

12 

a 

9 


DU  oat  fata  5 A J BobwoH. 
tantagi  McCague  10-1-41-4;  Hetaay 
10-1-30-2;  Fleming  6-0^23-0;  Ealham 
10-0-50-2;  Strang  10-1-43-0:  Liong 
5-0-29-0. 


M V Fleming  b BosweN 

M J walker  run  out 


T R Wbrd  c Bsfloy  b Boswell 

A P Watts  c Hodmofl  b Jones 

y b Rashid  


o 

8 

14 

9 

41 

7B 

4 

11 


GR  Cowdrey 

M A Eatham  not  out 

N J Liong  c Jonas  b Boswell 

P A Strang  not  out  — 

Extras  (lb5.  **4,  nb2) 


Total  (Tor  6, 46  overs) 

ftdt  of  wfofcsta  3, 72, 7Bt  95,99,221. 
Did  net  fata  IS  A Marsh,  M J Mrfaoue. 
D W Headley. 

p»wtag=  Boswell  9-1-39-3:  Edwards 
10-1-53-0;  Jones  10-2-29-1:  Chilton 
5-0-35-0;  Rashid  S-O-SO-i:  House 
3-0-14-0. 

Itapfata  J H Harris  and  N T Plows. 


35.  35.  42.  05.  70.  t33.  134.  141. 158. 
Bpwfllngi  Taylor  10-1-29-1;  Fallen 
10-1-39-4:  Capel  8-2-25-3;  Curran 
8-0-22-0:  Emburay  10-3-14-0;  Pbnberthy 
4-0-22-0. 


D J Capel  c Govan  b Thomson 19 

A LPenbenhyc  Salmond  b Thomson  7 
*R  J BaJJey  c Gourisy  o Thomson  is 

K M Curran  c Dsvlss  b Huvttait  - 8 

TC  Walton  fi  Thomson  b Govan  as 

M B Loyo  not  our 32 

J N Snapa  not  out . — 9 

Extras  (I&2.  w9.  nb2) 13 

Total  (tor  6,  28.1  overs)  ISO 

Pal  of  winktaB  50.  33.  40.  55,  94. 

To  fata  J E Emburay.  tO  Ripley.  J P 
Taylor.  O Poiiatt. 

BowUngc  Thomson  9-0-08-3;  Gourisy 

4- 1-24-0;  Hurl  baft  4-0-23-1:  Govan 

5- 0-17-1;  wmiamson  5.1-0-22-0. 


How  Sussex  won  by  34  runs. 


Surrey  won  by  IBS  runs. 


A D Brown  c Whitaker  b Renshaw  _ o 

A J Stewart  b Mont  9 

B C HoUloake  c UdaJ  0 Renshew  is 

G P Thorps  c Aymes  b Renshsw 3 

M Shahid  run  out  . - - 
"A  J Holttaaka  c Stafdienson 
b Renshsw 

C C Lewis  c 4 b Rarahaw 

tJ  A Knott  c Mara  b UdaJ  — 10 

l D K Salisbury  c Udai  b Renshaw  -.  8 

M P BtokneU  not  out  ia 

J E Benjamin  not  oif S 

(Ib17,  w9) 


20 


Total  (tor  9,  50  overs)  — 

Mi  0. 18.  22.  22.  iea  175.  201.  206.  215. 
Bewlbigr  Renshew  10-2-25-6:  Mani 
10-1-28-1;  Mascareniun  7-o-ttWk  Udal 
10-0-48-1:  Stepnenson  9-0*32-0;  Wni- 
taker  4-o-ie-a 


J S Laney  c Salisbury  b BlckneN 8 

M L Hayden  c Knott  b Bicknell 4 

S D Udal  b BJcJenefl O 

R A Smith  c SaHsbury  b Lewis  7 

M Keech  b-  B C Hofilooke  SO 

P R Whitaker  c Knott  b Benjamin o 

”J  P Stephenson  c Knoti  b Beniamin  ii 

fA  N Aymes  c Lewis  b Benjamin  i 

a D Maacaranhaa  c Benjamin 

b Benjamin i 

R J Mara  not  out  lO 

S J Ranshaw  e Brown  b B C Hollloako  1 

Extras  (bl,  nb2) 3 


Total  (304  ewers) 


K Greenfield  c Aileyne  b Smith  . 

R K Rao  b Young 

N R Taylor  run  oui 

M HewelJ  c CunlUle  b Smith 

tP  Moons  not  out 

P W Jarvis  nd  out  

Extras  (U4,  to5.  w4.  nb21 — 

Total  (for  4,  50  overs) 

Pag  of  wf  nlrefei  10. 23.231,236. 
Bowlings  Smith  10-2-39-2:  Young 
lQ-^-32-1;  Hancock  6-0-23-3;  Aileyne 
10-0-76-0;  Davie  10-0-59-0;  Ball 
4-0-35-4). 


41 

O 

97 

3 

1ft 


A J Wright  c Moores  b Robinson 
M A Lyrvh  nxi  on! 


r J Gumma  c Robinson  b Khan 

5 Young  c Moores  o RoWnson 

“M  w AKeyne  b PhMftpe — 

tfl  C Russell  t Moores  b Drakes 

T H C Hancock  b Phluips  — — 

r | Oowson  c GraenfMd  b PtiWIps  .. 

M C J Ball  c Rao  b Khan — 

A M Smith  c 4 b Khan — . 

R P Davis  noi  out 

Extras  (bf.  Ib9.  w4.  nb12) 


11 


9.  9.  11.  19,  20,  23.  48,  51.  64. 

Bicknell  10-2-29-3:  Lewis 
5-2-U-i:  Banja mUt  10-1-19-4:  8 C Hol- 
IlDaka  53-0-15-2. 

J D Bono  and  B Dudlaeion. 


JAN-OVE  WALDNER  con- 
firmed he  is  one  of  the  all- 
time  greats  by  becoming  the 
first  man  for  more  than  40 
years  to  regain  the  world 
title,  in  Manchester, 
yesterday. 

The  1989  champion's  21-12, 
21-17.  21-13  win  over  Vladi- 
mir Samsonov  gained  him  the 
one  title  which  eluded  China, 
who  were  aiming  to  be  the 
first  country  successfully  to 
defend  aH  seven  world  titles. 

China's  Deng  Yaping  did 
become  the  first  player  to  win 
the  women's  title  three  times 
since  the  legendary  Romanian 
Angelica  Rozeanu  in  1953. 

But  Mr  Cool  from  Stock- 
holm was  the  real  star. 
Waldner 's  serve  was  a puz- 
zling array  of  back-spin  and 
float,  which  his  opponent 
rarely  read,  and  the  forehand 
looping  which  followed  it  was 
a magical  shot  of  varying  top- 
spins  and  side-spin. 

Only  at  17-18  in  the  second 
game  did  Samsonov,  from  Be- 
larus. look  a threat  but  he 
twice  served  long  enough  for 
Waldner  to  return  with  his 
forehand  loop  and.  after  the 
Swede  took  the  second  game, 
the  title  soon  followed. 


Motor  Sport 

McRae  faces 
uphill  struggle 

David  Williams  In  Corsica 


COLIN  McRAE  did  not  put 
a wheel  wrong  in  the  first 
leg  of  the  Tour  of  Corsica  and 
yet.  with  less  than  a third  of 
the  rally  completed,  he  is 
resigned  to  the  fact  he  has  a 
mountain  to  climb  as  steep  as 
any  on  this  jagged  island  to 
improve  on  fourth  place. 

The  handicaps  are  the  same 
as  they  were  in  Catalonia  last 
month.  The  Tour  of  Corsica 
also  takes  place  on  asphalt 
but  McRae  not  only  faces 
winding,  abrasive  roads  that 
subject  his  Subaru's  Pirelli 
tyres  to  unusual  punishment: 
he  is  also  up  against  a pair  of 
Peugeots  In  full  cry. 

The  theory  that  the  two- 
wheel-dr  ive  Peugeots  would 
be  slowed  down  on  this 
course  has  been  methodically 
dismantled  by  Gilles  Panizzi 
and  Frangois  Delecour.  “We 
need  wider  tyres  and  a bigger 
turbo, " said  McRae.  “This  car 
is  too  restricted." 

A shower  enabled  him  to 
close  on  Carlos  Sainz's  Ford 
and  pull  further  clear  of  the 
world  championship  leader 
Tommi  Makinen  but  the  Peu- 
geots are  set  to  deprive 
McRae  of  the  points  he  needs 
to  put  pressure  on  the  Finn. 


Utah  abandoned  for  Oay. 
rain.  rToday:  11.0). 


0fT 

S 


"A  j Mota  b Oougn  

NMK  Smith  c McGrath  D Silvervvood 
D R Brown  o Byas  b Whlta  .....  . ..— 

D L Hemp  b Vaughan  

D P Ostler  Ibw  b Gough 

T L Penney  st  Blakey  b Stomp  .. . — 
tK  J Piper  st  Blakey  b Stomp  - 

G Welch  c Blakey  b Gough 

A F GUee  not  but — 

A A Donald  not  out - 

Extras  (ibid.  wfi.  nb4) 


2ft 

34 

7 

10 

25 

17 

19 


Team  talk 

The  independent  news  and  reports  service 

0891  33  77+ 


Total  (473  OV9TB) 

I 0.  61.  73.  57. 118,  135. 183.  189,  213. 
Bowllngi  Jarvis  9-0-48-41;  Drakox 
ft  fl-fl-45-T:  Robinson  1WW4-Z;  Khan 
10-0-0-3;  Phillips  10-0-48-25  Greenfield 
2-0-TO-O. 


7,08 

0.72 

-21.94 

-20J0B 


Total  (tor  8.  SO  over&l 

U 30.  38.  94.  BO.  156.  162.  177.  194. 

To  fata  M D Edmond. 

Itafcgr  Gough  lO-O-38-K  Sllvenmod 
8-0-39-1:  White  8-1-40-1:  Hartley 
10-0-58-0;  Stomp  10-0-29-2:  vaugnan 
4-0-19-1. 


"D  Byaa  not  out 

M P Vaughan  noi  out  — • 

(W3)  .,  auj.w^mir"1" 


— 9 


Total  (tor  0,  6 pvant). — 
To  fata  B Pan eer.  D 


14 

_ s Lehmann.  A 

McGrath,  C White.  tR  J Blakey.  P J Hart- 
ley.  D Gough.  C E W ahrarwoodL  R D 
gosmn. 

flnAw  Donald  3-9-B-R  Waleii  3-0-8-0. 
Ihvbm  0 I Buqwa  and  P WIlMy. 

No  play,  min 

fTMiay;  njjj  _ 

Chaatar-la-Straati  Durham  v 
Letoeemtorei 


Arsenal 

06 

Ipswich  Town 

19 

Sheffield  United  16 

Aston  Vffla 

11 

Leeds  United 

03 

Sheffield  Wed. 

14 

Blfm.  City 

34 

Leicester  city 

35 

Southhampton 

2D 

Biackbun 

21 

Liverpool 

04 

Stoke  City 

30 

Bolton 

38 

Man.  Cfty 

02 

Sunderland 

27 

Brantford 

24 

Man.  United 

01 

Tottenham  Hot. 

07 

Burnley 

31 

Middlesbrough 

23 

West  Ham 

12 

Cftetoefl 

OB 

Millwall 

29 

Wimbledon 

26 

Coventry  City 

17 

Newcastle  Utd 

16 

Wolves 

37 

Derby  County 

28 

Norwich  City 

18 

Celtic 

09 

Everton 

OS 

Noam.  Forest 

13 

Rangers 

10 

Hudd.  Town 

32 

OPR 

25 

Culls  cost  50p  ph 

IM  AT  XU  TIB. 
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Rangers  stutter  on  the  final  lap,  page  1 4 
Kasparov  outwitted  by  computer,  page 


Tuesday  May  6 1997 
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Too  close  for  comfort . . . HSgnett  beats  Schmeichel  to  put  Middlesbrough  3-1  up,  to  the  dismay  of  Alex  Ferguson  and  the  Manchester  United  bench.  After  that  United  were  glad  of  a point  to  steady  their  course  for  the  tittePHaroeRAPf^RC^WNNA/RO 

Premiership:  Manchester  United  3,  Middlesbrough  3 
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David  Lacey  sees  the  Brazilian  put  the  skids  under  United 
who  made  heavy  weather  of  things  at  a soggy  Old  Trafford 


Y&stbkday  did  its 
best  to  rain  on  Man- 
chester United's  pa- 
rade. Their  fourth 
Premiership  title  in 
five  seasons  remains  within 
ostensibly  easy  reach  but 
after  a second  draw  in  three 
days  they  are  not  yet  home 
and  certainly  not  dry. 

A drenching  Mancunian 
lunch-time  left  Old  Trafford 
suffering  acute  twinges  of 
renewed  anxiety  while  Mid- 
dlesbrough went  home  with 


their  hopes  of  staying  up  still 
realistically  alive,  though 
tempered  by  the  disappoint- 
ment of  losing  a 3-1  lead.  For 
United  It  was  Leicester  ail 
over  again  as  their  attack  had 
to  repair  damage  caused  by 
defensive  deficiencies. 

Once  more  Alex  Ferguson's 
team  went  two  goals  down 
and  once  more  they  owed 
their  point  to  Ole  Gunnar 
Salskjaer,  who  headed  the 
scores  level  at  3-3  midway 
through  the  second  half. 


Given  the  strength  of  attack- 
ing pressure  Manchester 
United  maintained  after  that, 
Middlesbrough  did  well  to 
survive.  But  they  deserved  to 
drew  because  of  the  way  their 
passing  and  movement  had 
swept  past  the  opposition's 
shaky  cover  earlier  in  the 
game. 

So  United  now  lead  Liver- 
pool by  four  points,  and  four 
goals,  at  the  top  of  the  Pre- 
mier League  and  each  has  two 
matches  to  play.  A defeat  for 


Liverpool  against  Wimbledon 
at  Selhurst  Park  tonight 
would  end  AnlXeld's  interest 
in  the  title  but  yesterday's 
outcome  has  kept  alive  the 
lingering  hopes  of  Newcastle, 
who  would  still  be  in  a posi- 
tion to  overtake  the  leaders  If 
they  won  at  West  Ham  this 
evening. 

Middlesbrough's  unex- 
pected point  yesterday  will 
have  sent  a shudder  through 
the  half-dozen  teams  sepa- 
rated by  two  points  who  are 
now  hovering  above  the  bot- 
tom three. 

On  yesterday's  evidence 
Bryan  Robson's  side  are  well 
capable  of  winning  at  Black- 


burn on  Thursday  although 
the  torn  hamstring  which 
forced  Fabrizio  Ravanelli  off 
shortly  before  half-time,  and 
will  threaten  the  Italian's 
place  in  the  FA  Cup  on  Satur- 
day week,  was  an  ill-timed 
Wow. 

Juninho  was  again  Middles- 
brough's  inspiration.  Chester- 
field or  Manchester  United, 
they  all  come  the  same  to  the 
little  Brazilian  who  in  the 
first  half  particularly  found 
space  in  positions  the  defence 
bad  either  ignored  or  forgot- 
ten about  Yet  Middlesbrough 
were  equally  well  served  by 
Clayton  Blackmore,  an  Old 
Trafford  old  boy  who  consis- 
tently broke  up  attacks  and 
brought  the  ball  forward  with 
determination  and  often  bet- 
ter vision  than  his  opposite 
numbers. 

The  conditions  were  never 
going  to  suit  either  Manches- 
ter United’s  passing  game  or 
their  penchant  for  striking 
quickly  on  the  break.  Giggs 
was  missing  again  but  would 
have  found  it  no  easier  than 
anyone  else  to  drag  the  ball 
through  the  surface  water.  It 
was  Junlnho's  ability  to  skim 
over  the  saturated  conditions 
that  made  him  such  an  initial 
threat. 

Afterwards  Ferguson  de- 
scribed United's  defending  as 
"the  worst  in  the  last  six 
years  at  this  club”.  He  also 
noted  that  against  the  Pre- 
mier League's  bottom  seven 


this  season  his  side  had  con- 
ceded 23  goals. 

Yesterday  the  combined 
strength  of  Boy  Keane  and 
Ronnie  Johnsen  in  midfield 
did  not  spare  David  May  and 
Gary  Pallister  another 
searching  examination.  Pal- 
lister,  who  has  had  back  prob- 
lems all  season,  turned  and 
reversed  on  the  slippery  sur- 
face with  the  ease  of  a giant 
tanker  going  astern. 
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W D L Pta  Lost  ubc 

3 3 0 1*  WWWDOO 

3 2 1 11  QOWWLW 

3 1 2 lO  WLOWLW 


Tttrigbb  Wlmbtedon  v Liverpool;  Waat 
Haro  v Nmcaatta  Thu  ffitejff  Maneftemr 
United  v Newcastle,  taidayt  Manchester 
United  v West  Ham:  Newcastle  United  v 
fasten  For:  Sheffield  Wed  v Liverpool. 


P W D L P A Pta 

Biirtei 37  10  12  19  43  65  4ft 

nfrMiien 36  9 14  13  40  30  41 

Set— mSon 37  10  11  16  90  55  41 

OwtHrn 36  10  11  15  09  48  41 

Ufcwter 38  10  11  16  41  62  41 

Sufcwtead 37  10  10  17  3S  52  40 

Coventry 37  B U 1b  38  53  M 

ffiMIJvi tirpweh  36  10  10  18  50  50  S7 

N Fond  (R) 37  6 16  15  31  54  34 

■ Deducted  3 points 

ToMb  West  Ham  v Newcastle.  Towor- 


Tonlitett  West  Ham  v Newcastle.  Toaaor- 
vwwi  Leicester  v Sheffield  Wed  Tien 
dm  Blackburn  v MidUmbroupti.  S—Jeyg 
Aston  Villa  v Southampton:  Blechbum  v 
Leicester;  Everton  v Chelsea:  Leeds  v 
MkkOesbtougti;  Manchester  United  v West 
Hero;  Tottenham  v Coventry:  Wrorotedon  v 
Sunderland. 


Old  Trafford  had  not  long 
squelched  to  its  seats  before 
Juninho  threatened  to  spoil 
Manchester  United's  day. 
Just  before  the  quarter-hour  a 
long,  patient,  probing  se- 
quence of  passes  ended  with 
the  Brazilian  accepting  a 
return  ball  from  Craig  H3g- 
nett  before  placing  it  beyond 
Peter  SchmeicheTs  reach. 

United  drew  level  in  the 
35th  minute  while  Ravanelli 
was  having  attention.  Sols- 
kjaer  fed  the  ball  in  from  the 
left  and,  after  an  attempt  by 
Andy  Cole  had  been  blocked, 
it  ran  to  Keane,  who  brought 
the  scores  level  with  a firm 
drive. 

Scarcely  had  Manchester 
United  breathed  their  relief 
than  they  fell  behind  once 
more.  Juninho  found  Chris 
Freestone,  who  had  just  oame 
on  for  Ravanelli,  and  with  his 
first  touch  the  substitute  sent 
in  Emerson  to  restore  Mid- 
dlesbrough's lead.  Two  min- 
utes later  Robbie  Mustoe's 
centre  was  nodded  in  from 
dose  range  by  Hignett  with 
the  defence  again  in  disarray. 

Had  Middlesbrough  been  , 
able  to  hold  their  two-goal  ad- 
vantage until  half-time 
United  might  have  been  done 
for.  But  in  the  42nd  minute 
Eric  Cantona  produced  a su- 
perbly angled  pass  for  Gary 
NevtDe  to  score  his  first  goal 
for  the  dub  with  a well-struck 
shot  into  the  Ear  comer. 

In  the  second  half  Manches- 


ter United  regained  much  of 
their  normal  composure  and 
exploited  the  wings  to  better 
effect,  especially  on  the  right 
from  where  the  equaliser 
eventually  came  in  the  67th 
minute,  Sdskjaer  heading  In 
foam  Gary  Neville's  centre. 

But  Middlesbrough  held  out 
amid  numerous  near  misses 
by  United,  and  Robson  left  his 
old  stamping  ground  still 
with  a chance  of  receiving  an- 
other ovation  there  next 
season. 


■anckwsiar  United!  Scfimeichel;  G 
Neville,  May.  PoUltfor,  \rmnz  Beddiam. 
Keane.  Johnson  (Scbolaa.  72  min); 
Cantona;  Cole.  SoMiaer . - 

RHddteobrougbi  Roberts;  Fleming. 
Pearson,  Feat  a,  Blackmore:  Stamp, 
Emerson.  /Hotter.  07).  Mustoet  HJgnffiL 
(Vickers.  75):  Juninho:  Ravanelli. 
(Freestone.  36). 
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Quick  on 
the  draw 


THE  Guardian’s  pools  fore- 
caster Russell  Thomas  won 
the  Sporting  Life  Draws 
Competition  for  the 
199&-97  mmm  when  the 
national  contest  ended  last 
Saturday.  He  beat  off  the 
challenge  of  33  rival  news- 
papers to  win  the  Little- 
woods  Trophy,  which  he 
will  hold  for  12  months. 
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Never  has  a Barclayloan  been  quite  so  affordable. 
Not  only  can  you  borrow  £10,000  — £15,000  at  a 
highly  competitive  13*9%  APR.  Now,  you  could 
stretch  any  loan  of  £10,000  or  more  over  7 years. 
So  a £12,000  car,  for  example,  can  cost  as  little  as 
£220.01  a month. 
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If  you're  a Barclays  customer*  call  us  now  on 
0500  200  250  or  call  into  any  branch.  If  you  aren't, 
simply  post  the  coupon  to  the  address  shown  or  pop 
in  and  see  us^Whether  you’re  thinking  about  a car, 
a kitchen  or  a trip  of  a lifetime  — we’ve  stretched  our 
loans,  so  you  won't  be. 


J Name  _ 
! Address: 


■ Amount  required:  £. 


Pbsxcodc: 

_ — Repayment  period: yn. 

Post  this  coupon  to:  Bardays  Bank  {ric,  EXT,  PO  Box  2000,  Nottingham  NG7  i BR_ 
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13.9%  APR  - rur  applicable  oa  loans  bgtweea  £10,000  AQd  £15, 000, Typical  example  - £12,000  Loan  repayable-  Ky  W monthly  rcpjymenls  of  £220.01  with  a total  asiousL 
payable1  of  £18^480JS4  cadodlsg  Borclavtoan  PftXrctlteL  A wnocn  quotation  u mibhk  by  odlhifi  0500  200  2 SO  at  E raa  BsrcUyioaa  Difrct,  3^3,  Liverpool  1*69  2®L 

To  apply  for  a Banl&yhm  yoo  must  be  18  or  over  (20  in  legacy),  Subject  10  tcmi  Borcteyi  Bank  PLC  b a member  of  the  Ranfang  Ombudmazi  SchdM  (UK  bn inches  otItL 

Reuse  note  that  some  telephone  caQi  fZkode  fen  Bardnyloen  Direct  may  he  recorded  w mamnf^d  for  mining  pnrpoan. 


Where  exactly 


of  interest?  What 


a public  gallery 
include  an  artist 
whose  work  the 
gallery  wishes  to 
buy?  What  if  the 
Ladies  Who 
Lunch  are  indeed 
using  public 
walls  to  enhance 
the  value  of  their 
private 


i 1 i 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20, 

Set  by  Paul 


16 

■ 

19 

j 

■ 

r 

— 

; j 

M 

■ 

■ 

54 

| 

5 Grave  consequence  off  pub 
discord  (6) 

6 Kind  of  material  JJving  in 
clover?  (@) 

9 Pervert  shackles  Greek 
character  for  preliminary 
exercise  (4-2) 

10  Shrub  that's  meagre  In 
flower  (8) 

11  Partly  undressed,  I tried  to 
change  (4) 

12  Noble  actor  is  disfigured  in 
painting  (10) 

13  Applied  to  race  dear  (11) 

18  As  Beethoven^  tent?  (1C) 

21  Beat  by  capturing  king  with 
knight  (4) 

22  Our  GaBic  victory — it  goes 
west  to  Devon  town  (3) 

23  Prim  getting  the  bird?  (G) 

24  Pett  the  undesirables  QG) 


, □ □ □ m □ □ , 
IHsaannn  □soanaol 
o s a □ □ q □ 
[QBEiann  QEJDQHnaDj 
e □ □ a n □ d 

E3QG3CD  QEt3nHDDDE3Dl 

□ □ as  □ 

QDQG □□□□□□□ 

□ □ □ an, 
□□□anQDoaa  bhse 

□ o □ d □ a a 

□□□□□□□□  □□□□as 

□ □□□□am 
!□□□□□□□  nnoQQHn 

□ □ □ □ □ □ 


25  Drfifcuft  race  granny?  (6) 

Down 

1 Smelly  Vatican  van's  off 
smothering  the  surrounding 
city  (B) 

2 Cambing mountdn iawdatm: 
"tfoafssr  pissuitf  (4-2) 

3 Mental  Incapacity  of  mind 
virtually  eadban  away  {$) 

4 Reminisce — Nicosia  was 
somewhat  picturesque  (6) 

5 Make  love  to  The  Godfather 

7 No  turning  back  to  opposite 
directions — yes!  (3-3) 

B WHh  which  rabble  on  line 
hope  apparently  to 
communicate  (6,5) . 

14  Gun  eflschaigfng  round  in 
dshoptsoffioe  upset  Pauife 
letters  (8) 

15  A doubter  doubtful,  but 
stubborn  (8) 


16  Comas  back  to  life  and 
pants?  (6) 

17  Cantankerous  Oriental  must 
be  restrained,  without  doubt 
(6) 

19  Spooner's  advice  to  one 
with  bare  feet  In  cold  store 
(3-3) 

20  Can  foHow  around,  being 
ovep^ffectionate  (6) 


"ZT  Stuck?  Then  cal  our  Botuttans  Ina 
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